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WELSH  BIRD  REPORT  NO.  17:  2003 


Introduction 

The  map  opposite  shows  the  arrangement  of  bird  recording  areas  for  Wales  used  in  Welsh  Birds,  j 
Following  the  creation  of  Unitary  Authorities  as  the  basis  of  local  Government,  the  Welsh 
Ornithological  Society  decided  to  switch  to  the  Watsonian  Vice-county  system  (see  the  Ray 
Society,  publication  No.  146)  as  the  basis  of  bird  recording  in  Wales.  This  system  largely  matches 
the  pre-1974  administrative  Counties  used  by  the  Society  until  1996.  Using  the  Watsonian  vice¬ 
counties  therefore  retains  historical  continuity  in  recording.  This  would  have  been  lost  in  any 
attempt  to  follow  the  Unitary  Authorities,  the  only  one  of  which  involves  no  changes  from  the 
county  system  created  in  1974,  let  alone  its  historic  predecessor,  being  Powy  s,  which  comprises  the 
vice-counties  of  Breconshire  and  Radnorshire  (accepting  the  R.  Wye  as  the  county  boundary 
between  them,  as  it  was  throughout  the  20th  century)  and  Montgomeryshire.  Note,  however,  that 
the  name  of  Gwent  has  been  retained  for  the  vice-county  of  Monmouth  to  prevent  confusion  with 
the  new  Unitary  Authority  of  Monmouth,  which  covers  only  part  of  the  vice-county.  The  recording 
areas  and  Recorders  names  and  addresses  are  listed  below. 

ANGUESEY:  Vice-county  (vc)  52.  An  annual  summary  of  records  is  published  in  the  Cambrian 
Bird  Report,  see  below. 

Recorder.  S.  Culley,  Millhouse,  Penmynydd  Road,  Menai  Bridge,  Anglesey  LL59  5RT. 

BRECON*:  Vice-county  42.  This  area  includes  a  small  area  around  Brynmawr,  formerly  the  NW 
comer  of  Gwent.  See  also  under  Glamorgan  (E). 

Recorder :  M.F.  Peers,  Cyffylog,  2  Aberyscir  Road,  Cradoc,  Brecon  Powys  LD3  9PB. 

2004  onwards:  A.  King,  Heddfan.  Pennorth,  Brecon.  Powys. 

CAERNARFON:  Vice-county'  49.  This  vice-county  corresponds  to  the  pre-1974  administrative 
county  of  Caernarfonshire.  However,  the  new  county  borough  of  Conwy  straddles  the  old  county 
boundary  between  Caernarfon  and  Denbighshire  along  the  R.  Conwy.  Here  records  from  west  of  the 
R.  Conwy  should  be  sent  to  the  Caernarfon  Recorder  and  from  east  of  the  river  to  the  Denbigh 
Recorder,  except  for  records  for  the  Ormes,  Conwy  RSPB  and  Ulandudno  which  remain  as 
Caernarfon.  An  annual  summary  of  records  for  Caernarfon  is  published  in  the  Cambrian  Bird 
Report,  see  below. 

Recorder:  J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 

CARMARTHEN*:  Vice-county  44. 

Recorder:  T.  Forster,  Ffosddu,  Salem,  Tlandeilo.  SA19  7NS. 

CEREDIGION*:  Vice-county  46. 

Recorder:  H.  Roderick,  32  Prospect  Street,  Aberystwyth,  Ceredigion  SY23  1JJ. 

DENBIGH:  Vice-county  50.  A  small  part  of  this  vice-county  is  now'  in  the  recording  area  of 
Montgomery  (qv).  See  also  under  Flint  below. 

Recorder:  N.  Hallas,  63  Park  Avenue,  Wrexham  UU12  7AW. 

FLINT:  Vice-county  51. 

Recorder:  N.  Hallas,  63  Park  Avenue,  Wrexham  LL12  7AW. 

Denbigh  and  Flint  comprise  the  area  covered  by  the  Clwyd  Bird  Recording  Group,  which  continues 
under  that  title  and  produces  the  Clwyd  Bird  Report  covering  both  vice-counties. 
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The  Bird  Recording  Areas 
in  Wales 


The  bird  recording  areas  for 
Wales,  based  on  the  Watsonian 
vice  counties.  Each  has  a  vc 
number  for  easy  reference.  Both 
English  and  Welsh  names  are 
shown,  except  where  we  use 
only  the  Welsh  name. 


lamorgan  (E) 


GLAMORGAN*:  Vice-county  41.  This  area  is  divided  under  2  ornithological  Recorders,  covering 
GOWER*,  comprising  the  Unitar)  Authorities  of  Swansea  and  Neath/Port  Talbot  (formerly  the 
county  of  West  Glamorgan),  and  E. GLAMORGAN,  comprising  the  Unitary7  Authorities  of 
Bridgend,  Rhondda/Cvnon/Taff,  Vale  of  Glamorgan,  Cardiff  and  Caerphilly  (part)  (formerly  the 
counties  of  Mid  and  South  Glamorgan).  Records  are  normally  published  under  Glamorgan.  The 
East  Glamorgan  recording  area  also  includes  parts  of  vc  42  (Brecon)  and  vc  35  (Gwent),  which 
were  part  of  the  counties  of  Mid  and  South  Glamorgan  and  are  marked  B  and  C  respectively. 
Recorders;  Gower:  R.H.A.  Taylor,  285  Llangwfelach  Road,  Brynhyfryd.  Swansea  SA5  9LB. 

E.  Glamorgan:  S.J.  Moon,  36  Rest  Bay  Close,  Porthcawl  CF36  3UN. 

GWENT*:  Vice-county  35.  Vice-county  35  comprises  the  old  county  of  Monmouth,  and  now 
embraces  the  Unitary  Authorities  of  Monmouth.  Newport.  Torfaen,  Blaenau  Gwent  and  Caerphilly 
(part).  Although  the  county  of  Gwent  no  longer  officially  exists,  the  Gwent  Ornithological  Society 
is  retaining  the  name  to  avoid  confusion  between  the  new  County  Borough  of  Monmouth  and  the 
old  county7  of  Monmouth,  of  which  the  new7  Borough  only  comprises  part. 

Recorder :  C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon,  Newport,  NP6  ISP. 

MEIRIONNYDD:  Vice-county  48.  An  annual  summary  of  records  is  published  in  the  Cambrian 
Bird  Report,  see  above. 

Recorder :  D.  Smith,  3  Smithfield  Lane,  Dolgellau.  Gwynedd  LL40  1BU. 
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MONTGOMERY*:  Vice-county  47.  The  recording  area  also  includes  area  A,  part  of  vc  50 
Denbigh. 

Recorder :  Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Beirdd.  Welshpool  Powys  SY21  9DL. 
PEMBROKE*:  Vice-county  45. 

Recorders:  G.H.  Rees,  22  Priory  Avenue,  Haverfordwest  Pembs  SA61  1SQ. 

RADNOR:  Vice-county  43. 

Recorder:  P.P.  Jennings,  Penbont  House,  Elan  Valley,  Rhadader,  Powys  LD6  5HS. 

Bird  Reports  and  Publications 

Those  counties  marked  *  in  the  above  list  produce  separate  Bird  Reports,  obtainable  from  the 
Recorders.  Anglesey,  Caernarfon  and  Meirionnydd  are  covered  by  a  combined  Report,  the 
Cambrian  Bird  Report,  published  by  the  Cambrian  Ornithological  Society  and  obtainable  from  the 
Editor  -  Rhion  Pritchard,  Pant  Afonig,  Hafod  Lane,  Bangor,  Gwynedd  LL57  4BU. 

For  PEMBROKE  the  Wildlife  Trust  South  &  West  Wales  also  publishes  The  Island  Naturalist, 
which  is  the  Journal  of  the  Friends  of  Skokholm  and  Skomer  and  includes  a  good  variety  of  articles 
on  the  work  at  these  important  Reserves  twice  annually. 

An  important  report  is  published  annually  by  the  BARDSEY  Observatory7.  It  includes 
comprehensive  reports  on  other  groups  of  animals  and  of  plants  as  well  as  the  Systematic  List  of 
birds.  The  Wales  Raptor  Study  Group  coordinates  records  for  raptors,  owls.  Raven  and  Chough  for 
all  Wales.  Its  annual  Newsletter  contains  summaries  for  all  these  species  and  can  be  obtained  from 
RSPB,  Maesyffynnon,  Penrhosgamedd,  Bangor,  Gwynedd. 

Birds  in  Wales  was  published  by  T.  &  A.D.  Poyser  in  1994  and  was  the  first  avifauna  for  the 
whole  country.  This  was  updated  in  2002  with  the  WOS  publication  BIRDS  IN  WALES  1992- 
2000.  Recent  county  avifaunas,  years  of  publication  shown  in  brackets,  are  also  available  for 
GWENT:  The  Birds  of  Gwent  (1976)  and  The  Breeding  Atlas  of  the  Birds  of  Gwent  (1987), 
obtainable  from  J.M.S.  Lewis,  Y  Bwthyn  Gwyn,  Coldbrook,  Abergavenny,  Monmouthshire. 
GLAMORGAN:  Birds  of  Glamorgan  (1995),  obtainable  from  Dr.  S.  Howe,  National  Museum  of 
Wales,  Cathay s  Park,  Cardiff  or  leading  booksellers. 

GOWER:  An  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  West  Glamorgan  (1992)  obtainable  from  Dr.  D.K. 
Thomas,  Laburnum  Cottage,  12  Manselfield  Road,  Murton,  Swansea  SA3  3AR. 

PEMBROKE:  Birds  of  Pembrokeshire:  Status  and  Atlas  of  Pembrokeshire  Birds  (1994),  obtainable 
from  Wildlife  Trust  South  &  West  Wales,  this  has  been  superseded  by  BIRDING  IN 
PEMBROKESHIRE  (2004),  available  from  J.  Green  (WBR  Editor). 

CAERNARFON:  The  Birds  of  Caernarfonshire  (1998),  obtainable  from  J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch, 
Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 

SUBMISSION  OF  RECORDS 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of  species  regarded  as 
British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (BBRC)  unless  that  record  has 
been  considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records  should,  therefore,  be  submitted  to  BBRC,! 
preferably  through  County  Recorders.  The  secretary  of  BBRC  is  M.J.  Rogers,  Bag  End, 
Churchtown,  Towednack,  St.  Ives.  Cornwall  TR26  3AZ. 
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WELSH  RECORDS  PANEL 

The  Welsh  Records  Panel  considers  records  of  all  scarce  species  in  Wales,  defined  as  those 
occurring  5  times  or  fewer  per  year  on  average.  The  current  list  is  shown  below.  Only  records  of 
these  species  adjudicated  and  accepted  by  the  Panel  are  published  in  the  Welsh  Bird  Report.  As  not 
all  records  of  species  on  this  list  always  reach  the  Panel,  the  non-appearance  of  such  records  must 
not  automatically  be  assumed  to  mean  that  the  Panel  has  rejected  them;  the  Panel  may  not  have  seen 
them. 

It  is  helpful  if  descriptions  of  WRP  species  are  submitted  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sighting, 
either  via  County  Recorders  or  direct  to  the  Panel's  Secretary  and  description  forms  are  available 
from  County  Recorders  or  the  Secretary.  Any  observer  submitting  a  description  to  the  Panel  can  see 
their  deliberations  on  the  record  on  request.  The  Panel  consists  of  5  voting  members  and  a  non¬ 
voting  Secretary’  and  membership  in  2003  comprised: 

R.I.  Thorpe  (Chairman)  -  Caernarfon,  A.  Williams  -  Ceredigion,  S.J.  Moon  -  E. Glamorgan,  C. 
Jones  -  Gwent,  S.  Hugheston-Roberts  -  Caernarfon. 

J.  Green  (non-voting  Secretary)  -  Ceredigion;  address:  Crud-yr-Awel,  Bowls  Road,  Blaenporth, 
Cardigan  SA43  2AR.  E-mail:  j  rgreen@onetei . com 

The  species  considered  by  the  Welsh  Records  Panel  in  2003  were: 

Cory's  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Night  Heron,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Bean  Goose, 
American  Wigeon,  Green-winged  Teal,  Ring-necked  Duck,  Surf  Scoter,  Montagu's  Harrier,  Rough¬ 
legged  Buzzard,  White-tailed  Eagle,  Golden  Eagle,  Corncrake,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone 
Curlew,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck's  Stint,  Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  Red¬ 
necked  Phalarope,  Iceland  Gull  of  race  kumlieni,  Bee-eater,  Short-toed  Lark,  Shorelark,  Woodlark, 
Richard's  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Yellow  Wagtail  races  except  flava  and  flavissima ,  Bluethroat, 
Nightingale,  Aquatic  Warbler,  Marsh  Warbler,  Icterine  Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler.  Dartford 
Warbler,  Barred  Warbler,  Pallas's  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher,  Rose-coloured  Starling,  Red- 
backed  Shrike,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Serin,  Common  Rosefinch,  Common  Redpoll,  Cirl  Bunting,  Com 
Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting,  Little  Bunting. 

Dartford  Warbler  has  been  dropped  from  the  WRP  list  as  of  1st  January  2004. 

TREA  TMENT  OF  RECORDS  IN  THE  WELSH  BIRD  REPORT 
'  The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  2003  unless  otherwise  indicated.  Additions  and 
corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  List,  with  the  relevant  year  shown. 

For  wildfowl  and  waders  monthly  maximum  counts  for  the  main  Welsh  sites  are  tabulated  as 
available.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  figures  do  not  represent  coordinated  counts  covering  all 
Welsh  sites  on  a  single  day  or  short  period  of  days.  They  are  simply  the  peak  count  noted  for  each 
species  in  each  site  in  each  month  counts  were  available.  Some  overlap  may  therefore  occur  in  the 
figures  within  large  sites,  because  birds  may  shift  between  count  areas  during  the  month,  and  over 
s  the  winter,  with  movement  between  sites.  Thus  conclusions  about  total  numbers  in  Wales  should  be 
5 1  drawn  with  caution  from  these  figures.  Nevertheless  they  show  clearly  the  comparative  importance 
of  sites,  the  scale  of  populations  involved  and  the  seasonal  pattern  of  occurrence.  For  some 
I  wildfowl,  the  numbers  of  breeding  pairs  are  assessed  by  the  number  of  males  present  during  the 
breeding  season. 

Records  from  Vice-county  41  are  given  as  GLAMORGAN,  unless  the  count  only  refers  to  one  of 
EASTERN  GLAMORGAN  or  GOWER  or  where  there  is  a  benefit  from  splitting  the  totals. 
Similarly  where  ever  possible  records  from  CLWYD  have  been  split  into  those  for  each  of  the  vice¬ 
counties,  DENBIGH  and  FLINT. 

The  area  along  the  Wye,  around  Glasbury  is  entered  at  RADNOR  /  BRECON  unless  the  county  was 
specifically  identified  by  the  respective  county  recorders. 
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The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total  recorded  in  spring 
and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  on  which  recorded,  the  monthly  totals  to  show  the  pattern  of 
occurrence  and  the  total  number  seen  in  each  county.  Where  a  bird  stays  into  2  or  more  months  it  is 
recorded  for  each  in  the  monthly  totals. 

The  species  comments  are  those  to  be  found  in  Birds  in  Wales  or  Birds  in  Wales  1992-2000.  The 
species  codes  are  as  follows: 

(A)  A  rare  species  where  all  records  are  quoted. 

(B)  Unusual  species,  where  a  summary  of  records  in  given. 

(C)  Commoner  species,  where  a  summary >  of  breeding  records,  large  counts  or  unusual 
records  is  given. 

(D)  A  common  species,  where  there  is  nothing  of  note  to  report. 

This  year  we  have  decided  to  move  from  the  traditional  Vooos  Taxonomic  List  to  the  new 
BOU  one  but  kept  the  traditional  names.  We  would  welcome  constructive  comments. 

A  CKNO  WLEDGEMENTS 

This  report  was  put  together  by  five  sub-editors:  Stephen  Berry  -  Divers  to  Shag,  Jon  Green  - 
Divers  to  Crane,  Gulls  to  Auks,  Doves  to  Waxwing  and  Flycatchers  to  Buntings,  Rhion  Pritchard 
Waders  and  Michael  Young-Powell  -  Warblers.  The  final  texts  were  edited  by  the  sub-editors  and 
Graham  Williams  (Editor  of  Welsh  Birds).  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity'  of  thanking  them  all 
for  their  hard  work. 

This  report  cannot  appear  without  the  ready  co-operation  of  County  Recorders  and  of  the  many 
observers  who  supply  them  with  records.  Thanks  are  due  to  all  Recorders  and  observers  for  the  data 
upon  which  the  Systematic  List  is  based  and  to  Recorders  also  for  their  help  with  all  the  Editors' 
additional  queries.  Particular  thanks  are  due  also  to  R.J.  Howells  for  his  comprehensive  tables 
detailing  the  monthly  maxima  of  wildfowl,  waders  and  gulls  in  the  Burn  Inlet.  The  individual 
summary  for  Red  Kite  was  provided  by  Tony  Cross.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Elvet  Jones  sent  their  personal 
records  for  Denbigh  &  Flint,  as  did  John  Lawton  Roberts.  Data  for  Clwyd  was  summarised  by  Paul 
Kenyon.  Unfortunately  the  WEBS  counts  for  the  Dee  were  not  submitted. 

Steve  Culley,  Bob  Mitchell,  Steve  Roberts  and  Colin  Richards  have  each  supplied  some  excellent 
sketches  to  embellish  the  text.  Photographs  were  provided  by  Gan  Bellingham.  John  Marsh,  Colin 
Richards,  Steve  Stansfield  and  Barry  Stewart 

In  future  I  would  be  grateful  for  any  high  quality  photographs  taken  of  birds  in  Wales  to  be  sent 
directly  to  me,  as  soon  as  possible.  My  thanks  to  all  for  their  help. 

Jon  Green,  Editor. 

CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  2003 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  List:  county  names  are  used  as  shown  on  the  map  on 
page,  printed  in  capitals  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name;  months  are  abbreviated 
to  the  first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and  September  (Sept.);  S,N,E,W  etc,  cardinal 
points  of  the  compass,  max.  and  min.,  maximum/maxima  and  minimum/minima;  Est.  estuary;  Res. 
reservoir;  R.  river;  NNR,  LNR,  NR,  nature  reserves  of  various  designations;  GC  golfcourse;  A/F 
airfield;  CP  Country  Park;  GP  gravel  pits;  S/F  sew'age  works;  s/p  summer  plumage;  w/p  winter 
plumage;  pr/prs  pair/pairs;  c/s  clutch  size,  b/s  brood  size.  In  wader  and  wildfowl  tables  the 
following  abbreviations  of  place  names  are  used:  PW/SF,  part  of  the  coastal  area  of  the  Wentloog 
Levels  in  Gwent,  GLWR,  the  Gwent  Levels  Wetland  Reserve  Goldcliff.  Burry  (S),  the  south  side  of 
the  Burry  Inlet,  Burry  (N),  the  north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet;  T  T/G.  the  Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth 
complex  in  Carmarthen;  D'Glas.,  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in  Meirionnydd;  PoA.  Point  of  Ayr  at 
the  seaward  end  of  the  Dee  Est.;  IMF,  the  part  of  Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  reserve  that  is  in  Flint. 
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MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species ,  now  increasing  in  most  counties. 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  23  prs.  at  18  sites;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  22  prs. 
at  16  sites;  GOWER:  11  prs.;  CARMARTHEN:  7  prs.;  BRECON:  20  prs.  reared  a  total  of  26 
young,  with  3  prs.  failing;  CAERNARFON:  7  prs.  at  6  sites;  ANGLESEY:  7  prs.  at  5  sites. 


Systematic  counts  at  sites  with  over  25  recorded  at  least  once,  are  tabulated  as  follows: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jut 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR 

56 

18 

15 

24 

31 

34 

1 1 

13 

25 

17 

26 

39 

GLAMORGAN 

Cardiff  Bay 

8 

6 

6 

6 

50 

100 

22 

51 

59 

Roath  Park 
Ogmore  est. 

12 

10 

12 

9 

14 

33 

24 

32 

39 

44 

57 

72 

Knapp 

209 

117 

89 

70 

72 

96 

110 

105 

102 

107 

131 

138 

Cosmeston 

66 

92 

80 

82 

80 

64 

68 

48 

39 

65 

93 

85 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau 

14 

16 

11 

25 

29 

27 

19 

Teifi 

1 

27 

'  16 

25 

17 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

9 

2 

11 

20 

131 

185 

172 

190 

188 

165 

8 

5 

Foryd  Bay 

10 

20 

6 

24 

19 

23 

32 

48 

41 

35 

37 

31 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 

43 

48 

29 

36 

Max.  flocks  elsewhere  were:  in  GWENT  44  Usk  Valley  at  Llanllowell  Mar.  2nd,  22  at  Gobion  Jan. 
26th  and  28  on  the  Wye  at  Monmouth  in  July.  48  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  in  July,  83  at 
Cilsain  Bridge,  CARMARTHEN  Feb.  13lh,  120  at  Golden  Grove  May  12th  and  34  at  Dinefwr 
Ponds  Aug.  3rd.  105  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  July  17th  &  38  at  Glasbury  on  Dec.  21st,  120 
Lower  Wye,  RADNOR  Dec.  29th,  52  at  Caernarfon,  CAERNARFON  on  July  23rd,  45  at  the  Inland 
1  Sea,  ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  1 1th  and  80  on  the  River  Clwyd,  CLWYD  on  Apr.  16th. 

i  BEWICK’S  SWAN  C.  columbianus  ALARCH  BEWICK 

(C)  Regular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  Brecon,  Carmarthen,  Gwent  and  Radnor. 
Elsewhere  recorded  in  larger  flocks  on  spring  passage. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT:  at  Nedern,  January  -  February,  max.  24  on  Feb.  17th  -  20th,  27  at 
Llandowlais,  Usk  Feb.  9th,  3  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Jan.  5th  and  one  at  Uskmouth  Jan.  8th. 

Singles  on  the  sea  at  Aberthaw,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Feb.  15th,  at  St.  David’s  Airfield, 
PEMBROKE  on  Dec.  31st,  2  high  over  the  Usk  Valley,  BRECON  on  Jan.  6th  and  3  at 
Llanerchymedd,  ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  13th. 

WHOOPER  SWAN  C.  cygnus  ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 

(C)  Regular  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  several  Welsh  counties,  notably  Anglesey, 
Caernarfon,  Montgomery  and  Meirionnydd.. 


The  monthly  max.  counts  of  the  major  flocks  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Oct.  Nov. 

Dec 

MONTGOMERY 

Aberhafesp 

32 

26 

25 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

52 

69 

ANGLESEY 

Llanerchymedd 

47 

58 

59 

67 

59 

75 


Otherwise,  county  totals 

in  each  month  (excluding  the  above): 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar.  Apr.  May  Aug  Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

GWENT 

1 

1 

I  1.1  1 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

1 

3 

1 

GOWER 

4 

PEMBROKE 

5 

1 

4 

CEREDIGION 

1 

BRECON 

6 

RADNOR 

10 

MONTGOMERY 

3 

MEIRIONNYDD 

3 

3 

10 

10 

CAERNARFON 

3 

1 

10 

2 

7 

ANGLESEY 

14 

1  1 

8 

6 

One  at  Uskmouth  GLWR,  GWENT  January  -  August.  6  were  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on 
Nov.  7th.  The  most  interesting  records  were  of  one  on  the  sea  by  Grassholm.  PEMBROKE  on  May 
28th  and  of  an  adult  on  Afon  Conwy  at  Dolgarrog,  CAERNARFON  Mar.  23rd  in  company  with  a 
Black  Swan.  The  same  two  birds  were  seen  flying  W  past  Llanfairfechan  later  that  day  and  then 
appeared  briefly  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  the  24th,  but  were  driven  out  to  sea  by  the  resident  Mute 
Sw'ans  (apparently  turning  up  in  Iceland  shortly  afterwards). 

Additional  records  for  2002:  6  at  Craig  Goch  Res.  RADNOR  Jan.  6th  and  6  there  on  Oct.  20th. 

PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  Anser  brachyrhynchus  GWYDD  DROED-BINC 

(A)  A  scarce  and  irregular  winter  visitor ,  chiefly  to  north  Wales.  Subject  to  hard  weather  influxes 
from  the  Kibble  estuary. 

All  records  were:  in  CEREDIGION  up  to  5  on  the  Dyfi  estuary  in  January,  9  there  on  Feb.  19lh, 
then  5  Oct.  25th  -  Nov.  16th  (with  one  seen  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on 
Nov.  7th).  There  was  also  a  flock  of  25+  in  the  Cors  Caron  area  in  autumn. 

In  north  Wales,  11  at  Ty  Newydd,  Llanfrothen  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Dec.  14th;  in  CAERNARFON: 
10  at  Caerhun  on  Jan.  4th  &  8th,  with  8  here  on  the  12th,  40  flew  W  over  the  Little  Orme  on  Jan.  6th 
and  there  were  9  at  Aber  Ogwen  Feb.  14th  -  22nd.  ANGLESEY:  There  were  6  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Jan. 
6th,  10  there  on  the  9th  and  14  on  the  28th.  Elsewhere  there  were  two  at  Llyn  Traffwil  on  Feb.  18th 
and  two  at  Llyn  Coron  on  Feb.  1 8,h-24th. 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  albifrons  G WYDD  DALCEN-  WEN 

(B)  Scarce  winter  visitor;  regular  flock  of  albifrons  frequented  Dryslwyn,  Carmarthen  but  this 
ceased  1996,  whilst  Ceredigion  supports  the  only  regular  flock  of  flavirostris  although  a  new' flock 
developed  on  Anglesey  for  a  few’  years.  Rare  elsewhere,  except  occasionally  during  hard  weather. 
The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  flavirostris  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  CEREDIGION  with  max.  of  124  in 
January,  107  in  February  &  1 17  in  March  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  109  in  November  and  1 15  in 
December  (these  were  also  seen  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY). 

Other  counts  of  this  race  were:  a  single  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  Feb.  25th,  3  over  Roath  Park. 
Cardiff,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Mar.  25th,  2  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  Feb.  12th  and  a 
single  at  Porthmadog,  CAERNARFON  on  Mar.  13th.  On  ANGLESEY:  2  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Jan.  6th, 
3  there  on  Feb.  21st  and  a  single  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  on  Jan.  1 &  20th. 

Passage  was  recorded  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  7  on  Nov.  22nd  and  3  there  on  Dec.  30dl.  9 
passed  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  Oct.  7th  and  4  on  the  29lh  and  at  Point  Lvnas.  ANGLESEY  a 
single  Oct.  7th  and  7+  on  the  17th. 

In  MEIRIONNYDD  singles  (non-specifically  raced)  at  Hir  Ynys,  Minfordd  Feb.  24th  and  at 
Llanfrothen  Feb.  28th  &  Mar.  3rd. 
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GREYLAG  GOOSE  A.  anser  GWYDD  WYLLT 

(C)  A  rare  winter  visitor.  Majority  of  records  relating  to  feral  birds  mainly  in  Caernarfon, 


Anglesey  and  Denbigh. 

Monthly  counts  of  the  large  flocks,  over  100  at  least  once: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

CARMARTHEN 

Loughor 

105 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

232 

143 

126 

139 

623 

457 

66 

220 

70 

ANGLESEY 

I.lyn  Alaw 

317 

557 

Llyn  Coron 

2 

85 

9 

10 

551 

175 

73 

Llyn  Maelog 

59 

26 

20 

51 

60 

152 

520 

1 

3 

1 

Llyn  Traffwll 

3 

192 

16 

38 

26 

244 

489 

31 

26 

2 

72 

CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  GWYDD  CANADA 

(C)  A  locally  common  feral  breeding  resident  in  most  counties,  with  populations  continuing  to 


expand. 

Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Ncrv 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR 

160 

55 

9 

9 

24 

1 

16 

75 

130 

252 

Llandegfedd  Res 

32 

12 

33 

35 

50 

78 

121 

56 

Celtic  Manor 

102 

60 

21 

12 

93 

E  GLAMORGAN 

Llan.  /  Lis  Res 

3 

1 

276 

220 

162 

Caerphilly  Castle 

79 

97 

24 

61 

75 

1 19 

74 

58 

34 

50 

63 

59 

Kenfig 

24 

20 

6 

4 

2 

91 

147 

122 

44 

52 

63 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau 

665 

17 

9 

607 

591 

638 

29 

637 

655 

CEREDIGION 

Teifi 

380 

49 

14 

108 

44 

140 

CERE  /  MONT 

Dyfi 

1646 

1236 

494 

309 

552 

1823 

2421 

2160 

2006 

2050 

1915 

2187 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Traffwll 

1 

61 

17 

20 

16 

268 

104 

12 

70 

39 

1 

1 

Large  numbers  elsewhere  included:  134  at  Llanilid,  E.  GLAMORGAN  in  August  and  106  at 
Lamby  Lake  in  November;  700  at  the  Nevem  Estuary,  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  7n,  with  200-  500 
there  until  Oct.  5th  (thought  to  be  Dyfi  or  Teifi  birds);  300  at  Glasbury,  BRECON  on  Jan.  2nd  and 
620  at  Llangorse  lake  on  Dec.  6th;  267  at  Glaslyn,  MEIRIONNYDD  Aug.  8th  and  508  at  Llyn 
Trawsfynydd  June  29th;  265  at  Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  on  Aug.  3rd. 


BARNACLE  GOOSE  B  leucopsis  GWYDD  WYRAN 

(C)  A  rare  winter  visitor.  Majority  of  records  relating  to  escapes  from  captivity. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county  are  tabulated: 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

4* 

4* 

5* 

GLAMORGAN 

13 

5 

CARMARTHEN 

6 

PEMBROKE 

3 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi 

96 

98 

1*  1* 

2 

94 

89 

120 

CAERNARFON 

1 

1 

1 

ANGLESEY 

2 

2* 

2* 

2* 

Traeth  Lafan 

22 

21 

19 

1 

*  denotes  presumed  feral  birds.  4  on  the  Teifi,  CEREDIGION  /  PEMBROKE  all  year  and  at  Roath 
Park,  GLAMORGAN,  where  there  were  1 1  on  Feb.  16th.  Those  on  the  Dyfi,  CEREDIGION  were 
also  seen  in  MONTGOMERY. 
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BRENT  GOOSE  B.  bernicla  GW}rDD  DDU 

(C)  A  regular  wintering  population  is  found  in  the  Burry  Inlet.  Elsewhere,  small  numbers  are 
recorded  in  winter  and  on  passage. 

Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  bernicla  at  the  main  sites  were: 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Sept 

Oct.  Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAM.  Burry  S. 

CAERNARFON 

955 

915 

970 

3 

2 

745  1220 

1115 

Foryd  Bay 

12 

ANGLESEY 

Traeth  Abermenai 

20 

30 

4 

Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  hrota  at  the  main  sites  were: 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Oct.  Nov 

Dec. 

CAERNARFON  Foryd  Bay 

1 

24 

50 

ANGLESEY  Traeth  Abermenai  103 

28 

100+ 

Beddmanarch  Bay  45 

58 

•77 

72 

13 

45 

Approximate  monthly  totals  of  both  subspecies,  excluding  the  above,  are  tabulated: 

Jan  Feb. 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June  A  ug.  Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

bernicla  6  1 

1 

3 

5 

6 

29 

23 

hrota  35  11 

22 

12 

10 

14 

4 

26 

race  unknown  2 

4 

Freshwater  records  included:  single  bernicla  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Apr.  29th  &  Dec.  7th 
and  4  at  Llyn  Llywenan,  ANGLESEY  on  Mar.  6th. 

A  single  of  the  race  known  as  Black  Brant,  B  b.  nigricans  was  at  Wemffrwd,  GOWER  Nov.  26th 
until  Jan.  2nd  2004,  it  was  also  seen  at  Llanrhidian  Sands  on  Nov.  30th.  This  is  the  second  Welsh 
record  of  this  race. 

EGYPTIAN  GOOSE  Alopochen  aegyptiacus  GWYDD  YR  AIFFT 

(A)  Feral. 

A  single  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  on  Apr.  18th.  A  pair  was  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  Nov. 
23rd  -  24th.  One  was  with  the  Canada  Goose  flock  on  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  June  E'  and 
again  on  Nov.  12th.  On  ANGLESEY  a  single  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  Feb.  17th  and  at  Rhosneigr  on  July 
27th. 

SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  in  coastal  areas,  but  rare  passage  migrant  to  inland 
counties. 

Present  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  but  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT  PW/SF 

450 

50 

251 

2 

30 

24 

18 

24 

50 

55 

GLWR 

140 

324 

131 

150 

61 

109 

51 

25 

22 

154 

59 

190 

Undy 

150 

350 

258 

150 

72 

116 

200 

1 1 

29 

75 

282 

GLAMORGAN 

Rhymney  Est. 

250 

350 

269 

65 

20 

2 

60 

450 

350 

190 

Burry  S. 

625 

635 

535 

285 

155 

50 

65 

45 

35 

360 

440 

815 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est 

655 

581 

389 

3 

101 

353 

472 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est 

319 

238 

358 

92 

281 

88 

34 

18 

23 

34 

191 

213 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

501 

522 

514 

214 

47 

42 

72 

262 

389 

Traeth  Abermenai 

500 

290 

85 

85 

337 

470 

ANGLESEY 

Malllraeth 

340 

520 

Foryd  Bay 

218 

324 

208 

102 

55 

24 

4 

4 

1 

82 

270 

78 


Large  counts  elsewhere  in  GWENT  included  134  at  St.  Bride’s  in  January  and  305  in  November. 

Breeding  reports:  a  total  of  4  broods  totalling  2 1  y  along  the  GWENT  coast  and  4y  at  GLWR 
Goldcliff;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  1  pr.  was  observed  displaying  at  Cardiff  Bay,  7y  counted  at  Ogmore 
Estuary  and  7y  at  Rhymney;  a  total  of  105  ducklings  counted  in  the  Buriy  inlet  GOWER;  4  prs. 
bred  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN;  in  PEMBROKE  a  total  of  55  young  were  counted  on  the 
Cleddau,  5  broods  totalling  6y  on  the  Nevem  and  broods  totalling  23  on  the  Teifi,  probably  bred  at 
Skokholm,  Skomer,  Marloes  and  Caldey;  creche  of  39  seen  on  the  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD; 
in  CAERNARFON  a  creche  of  61  at  Aber  Ogwen,  2  nests  on  Bardsey,  5y  seen  at  Foryd,  9y  at 
Pwllheli  and  1  pr.  bred  at  RSPB  Conwy;  on  ANGLESEY  bred  at  Cemlyn,  3  broods  of  21  seen  at 
Braint  Estuary,  lOy  seen  at  Llyn  Coron  and  1  brood  of  4y  at  Traeth  Dulas. 


MANDARIN  A  ix  galericulata  HWYADEN  GR1BOG 

(A)  Scarce  breeding  resident,  recorded,  but  not  breeding  in  the  majority’  of  Welsh  counties. 

All  records  relate  to  feral  or  escaped  individuals:  in  GWENT  lpr.  +  6  eggs  at  Pencroesoped  on  May 
7th;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  male  at  Caerphilly  Castle  Moat  Jan.  5th  &  19th  and  Mar.  23rd,  a  female  at 
Cefn  Mably  ponds  Aug.  30th  and  4  m  +  f  at  Llan.  /  Lis.  Res.  Oct.  26lh;  GOWER:  up  to  4  (including 
3  m)  at  Margam  Park,  January  -  July  and  a  female  at  Pontardawe  on  June  3rd;  a  male  at  Fishguard 
Harbour,  PEMBROKE  May  18th  -  Sept.  20th;  2  at  Llysdinam,  BRECON  in  April;  a  pair  on  the 
River  Vymwy  at  Llansantfffaid,  MONTGOMERY  on  Apr.  23rd;  a  pair  on  the  Dee  near  Cynwyd, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  Feb.  16th.  In  CLWYD  a  drake  by  The  Mill  restaurant,  Llangollen  on  Mar.  5th, 
a  drake  aggressively  guarding  duck  Mallard  against  (her)  conspecific  drakes,  canal  at  Berwyn 
hamlet,  late  April,  a  drake  at  Pen-cae  Res.  on  June  28th  and  a  pair  on  the  River  Clwyd  near  Denbigh 
on  Apr.  24th. 


WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWTWELL 

(C)  Common  passage  migrant  and  locally  abundant  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties. 
Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  200  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 


available. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

Undy 

360 

196 

13 

8 

134 

650 

590 

540 

GLWR 

1086 

890 

149 

18 

29 

99 

672 

757 

726 

Nedern 

290 

164 

150 

Llandegfcdd  Res. 

460 

400 

21 

2 

6 

106 

168 

GLAMORGAN 

Burn,'  (S) 

1470 

1430 

265 

10 

180 

2095 

2110 

1705 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

2142 

952 

122 

543 

2135 

5835 

6045 

CEREDIGION 

Teifi  Est. 

142 

206 

120 

79 

85 

340 

360 

Dyfi  Est. 

1035 

2371 

49 

.  1 

154 

730 

1591 

2507 

Cors  Caron 

186 

158 

30 

72 

112 

221 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

1720 

420 

270 

5 

1040 

1570 

3260 

2590 

Traeth  Lafan 

1258 

728 

107 

20 

171 

1510 

875 

1 134 

ANGLESEY 

Alaw  Est. 

541 

743 

Cemlyn 

209 

121 

151 

6 

202 

153 

136 

Traeth  Abermenai 

410 

160 

15 

270 

270 

703 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  105  at  Llangorse  Lake.  BRECON  Jan.  12th;  170  at  Pwll  Patti, 
RADNOR  Mar.  3rd;  in  MEIRIONNYDD  800  at  Glaslyn  Cob  Feb.  22nd,  500  on  the  Broadwater  Feb. 
14th  and  900  on  Dec.  14lh;  on  ANGLESEY  1,200  on  the  Inland  Sea  on  Oct.  19th,  560  at  Malltraeth 
on  Nov.  13th  and  366  at  Llyn  Dinam  on  Oct.  26th.  2,500+  at  Connahs  Quay,  FLINT  on  Nov.  16th. 

No  breeding  records  received  but  a  male  with  a  damaged  wing  w'as  at  Aber  Ogwen, 
CAERNARFON  during  May  &  June,  a  single  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  in  May  -  June  and  a 
female  was  seen  at  Llyn  Penrhyn,  ANGLESEY  May  8th  -  29th. 
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CHW1WELL  AMERICANA 


AMERICAN  WIGEON  Anas  americana 
(A)  Vagrant  from  North  America. 

Additional  record  for  2001,  of  a  male  at  the  River  Clwyd,  DENBIGH  on  Dec.  14'  2001.  This  was 
thought  to  be  the  individual  that  was  seen  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  and  Conwy  RSPB. 

GADWALL  A.  strepera  HWYADEN LWYD 

(C)  Regular  breeding  bird  in  small  numbers  on  Anglesey,  and  has  bred  in  at  least  two  other 
counties.  Elsewhere  a  regular  winter  visitor  to  most  counties  in  small  numbers. 


Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1 5  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

GLWR  • 

26 

45 

33 

20 

6 

16 

1 1 

1  1 

16 

14 

30 

62 

E  GLAMORGAN 

Kenfig 

15 

12 

15 

4 

2 

1 

3 

10 

25 

4 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

50 

34 

38 

27 

32 

26 

21 

30 

17 

56 

118 

91 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

15 

22 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Traffwll 

7 

28 

30 

44 

4 

6 

84 

56 

126 

208 

37 

Llyn  Maelog 

21 

4 

6 

12 

1 

5 

4 

1 

28 

Valley  Lakes 

11 

20 

6 

18 

8 

74 

3 

49 

24 

33 

16 

14 

Breeding  season  records  were:  BRECON:  2  prs.  Brechfa  on  Mar.  21SI  and  a  male  there  on  Apr.  1 1th; 
3  prs.  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  on  July  10th;  ANGLESEY  26  possible  pairs  Valley  Wetlands 
RSPB,  2prs.  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB. 


COMMON  TEAL  A.  crecca  CORHWYA DEN 

(C)  Small  numbers  breed  in  most  counties,  otherwise  a  widespread  and  abundant  winter  visitor  and 

passage  migrant. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated: 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr 

May 

June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

Peterstone/Went. 

75 

126 

215 

8 

2 

33 

200 

Ill 

134 

GLWR 

430 

269 

247 

132 

4 

90 

286 

197 

262 

384 

St  Brides 

189 

63 

27 

32 

200 

36 

Llandegfedd  Res. 
GLAMORGAN 

302 

228 

26 

5 

12 

16 

89 

Burry  (S) 

885 

900 

115 

5 

2 

130 

300 

1440 

975 

1470 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1691 

1190 

413 

218 

1058 

1013 

2129 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est 

885 

178 

80 

29 

8 

1  9 

46 

432 

464 

405 

1085 

Teifi  Est. 

166 

258 

37 

87 

63 

44 

341 

Cors  Caron 

952 

464 

204 

991 

1041 

1 188 

CAERNARFON 

Forydd  Bay 

240 

170 

10 

82 

110 

38 

8 

Tracth  Lafan 

151 

109 

69 

27 

14 

78 

59 

177 

111 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  180  on  the  Rhymney  Est.,  E.  GLAMORGAN  in  December,  100+ 
at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Oct.  30th,  185  on  the  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Jan.  4th  and  100  there 
on  Dec.  14th  and  on  ANGLESEY  627  on  Llyn  Alaw  in  January  and  383  on  Llyn  Coron  in 
December. 

Breeding  season  records:  small  numbers  were  seen  all  summer  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  but 
there  was  no  proof  of  breeding.  BRECON  up  to  2  m  +  f  at  Brechfa  Pools  in  spring  and  two  family 
parties  of  6  each  seen  there  in  August,  singles  also  reported  from  Llanfilo  Pool  on  June  13th  and  a 
male  at  Ffordd-fawr  in  June.  3  broods  were  seen  at  Claerwen  Res.,  RADNOR  in  July.  In 
CAERNARFON  f  +  5y  seen  at  Conwy  RSPB  and  a  m  +3f  seen  at  Aber  Ogwen  on  June  30th:  on 
ANGLESEY  18  possible  pairs  at  Valley  Wetlands  RSPB,  3  prs.  at  Malltraeth.  a  pair  on  Cors 
Erddreiniog  and  2  on  Llyn  Parc  Mawr  on  July  14th. 
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GREEN-WINGED  TEAL  A.  carolinensis  CORHWYA DEN ASGELL  WERDD 

(A)  Vagrant  from  North  America. 

Males  reported  Little  Milford,  PEMBROKE  Jan.  9th,  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  since  2002  until 
Apr.  23rd  and  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  Apr.  9th  -  13th. 

Additional  record  for  2002,  a  male  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  Mar.  29th. 

MALLARD  A.  platyrhynchos  HWYADEN  WYLLT 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident ,  abundant  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  to  all 
counties. 


Winter  flocks  of  this  common  resident  and  winter  visitor  remain  widespread  in  Wales.  Monthly 


max.  for  the 

main  sites  (holding 

counts 

of  300  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May  June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

350 

144 

191 

25 

36  161 

70 

117 

150 

349 

210 

100 

Undy 

300 

86 

14 

59  166 

55 

64 

107 

55 

305 

GLWR 

607 

250 

189 

91 

108  306 

186 

251 

344 

358 

249 

199 

E.  GLAM. 

Roath  park 

160 

106 

46 

134 

20  90 

350 

238 

334 

453 

353 

158 

Ogmorc  Est. 
GOWER 

65 

54 

42 

32 

260 

280 

342 

82 

73 

58 

Burry  S 

35 

20 

20 

20 

100 

255 

340 

145 

140 

10 

PEMB 

Cleddau  Est. 
CERE. 

211 

115 

107 

281 

308 

216 

232 

Dyfi  Est. 

235 

104 

120 

55 

57 

140 

430 

259 

444 

423 

Cors  Caron 

442 

223 

164 

719 

372 

231 

CAERN. 

Traeth  Lafan 

220 

207 

95 

333 

145 

538 

429 

343 

336 

PINTAIL  A.  acuta  HWYADEN  LOSTFAIN 

(C)  Rare  breeder,  passage  migrant  and  locally  abundant  winter  visitor  to  some  counties. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

65 

68 

41 

2 

108 

200 

3 

45 

GLWR 

197 

271 

161 

10 

6 

5 

3 

5 

44 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Rhymney  Est 

208 

220 

59 

2 

2 

1 

140 

293 

453 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

3460 

3025 

15 

2 

5 

380 

2550 

4705 

3830 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

1 10 

127 

1 

5 

222 

152 

206 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd 

142 

346 

40 

4 

49 

80 

84 

77 

Traeth  Lafan 

71 

93 

20 

8 

25 

63 

30 

170 

ANGLESEY 

Malltraeth 

30 

171 

34 

4 

21 

116 

467 

Braint  Est. 

175 

2 

10 

25 

83 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  142  at  Red  Pools,  Nash,  GWENT  Oct.  12th;  at  Rumney  Great 
Wharf,  E.  GLAMORGAN  12  on  Sept.  30th  increasing  to  120  on  Oct.  17lh  and  325  on  Dec.  15th;  64 
on  the  Cleddau  Estuary,  PEMBROKE  at  Daugleddau  on  Jan.  18th;  70  on  the  Glaslyn  /  Dwyryd 
Estuary,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Nov.  22nd,  200  off  Aberdyfi  on  Jan.  29th  and  100+  at  Gogarth  on  Oct. 
23rd  (the  latter  two  are  birds  from  the  Dyfi  flock);  56  on  the  Alaw  Estuary,  ANGLESEY  in 
February. 


No  breeding  attempts  were  reported  this  year  but  a  male  and  2  females  were  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  on 
Apr.  24th. 


GARGANEY  A.  querquedula  HUT  A  DEN  A  DDF  A  IN 

(A)  Recorded  in  small  numbers  on  passage.  Although  probable  breeding  is  more  frequent ,  there 
have  been  only  5  confirmed  Welsh  breeding  attempts  and  only  one  since  1991. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  males  Mar.  23rd  &  28th  and  Apr.  18th,  2m  July 
18th  -  22nd  and  a  pair  at  Gobion  Mar.  30th.  E.  GLAMORGAN:  males  at  Kenfig  Rivermouth  Mar. 
19th  and  at  Lamby  lake  Apr.  27lh.  A  single  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  on  May  5lh.  A  female/imm.  at 
Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  July  31st  &  Aug.  5th;  2  females  at  Glaslyn  Pools,  Porthmadog, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  8th  and  an  imm.  there  Sept.  16th  &  23rd;  on  ANGLESEY  pairs  were  noted 
at  Malltraeth  RSPB  and  Cemlyn  lagoon  on  June  15th,  a  female  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  Sept.  5th  &  15th  and 
2  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Sept.  12th.  Two  were  reported  from  Padeswood.  CLWYD  Mar.  22nd  -  Apr.  15th. 

SHOVELER  A.  clypeata  HUT  ADEN  LYDANBIG 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Annually  attempts  to  breed  on  the 
Pembrokeshire  islands  and  on  Anglesey,  and  occasionally  elsewhere  in  Wales. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available.  Small  groups  were  widely  distributed  elsewhere. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

De 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

128 

28 

2 

60 

80 

60 

15: 

GLWR 

91 

150 

131 

15 

2 

3 

2 

34 

9 

38 

16 

49 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Kenfig 

40 

32 

34 

6 

2 

13 

21 

33 

19 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

255 

95 

30 

205 

140 

20- 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Traftwl  1 

6 

31 

43 

60 

5 

11 

16 

58 

8 

Valley  Lakes 

306 

337 

210 

104 

4 

3 

9 

124 

146 

40 

9( 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  65  at  Cardiff  Heliport,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Dec.  22nd,  38  on 
Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Feb.  10th 


Breeding  season  records,  far  from  complete,  came  from:  GLWR,  GWENT  a  pair  on  May  29th;  in 
PEMBROKE  probably  bred  at  Skomer,  Skokholm  and  Marloes  Mere  but  no  ducklings  were  seen;  a 
.  pair  at  Brechfa  Pool,  BRECON  on  Mar.  2El;  on  ANGLESEY  30  possible  pairs  at  Valley  Wetlands 
RSPB  (5y  seen  at  Llyn  Treflesg)  and  4  prs.  Malltraeth  RSPB. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  ruftna  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

(A)  An  increase  in  the  feral  population  in  England  has  resulted  in  an  increase  in  records  in  Gwent 
and  Glamorgan. 

All  records  were:  a  female  at  Cosmeston,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Feb.  15th  26th;  in  PEMBROKE 
females  at  Bosherston  lakes  Nov.  1 1th  -  end  of  the  year  and  at  Pembroke  Mill  Pond  Nov.  30th  until 
the  end  of  the  year;  a  male  at  Aber  Ogwen,  CAERNARFON  July  3rd;  a  male  at  Rhyl  Brickworks, 
CLWYD  Feb.  8th. 

I 

POCHARD  Aythya  ferina  HUT ADEN  BENGOCH 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  small  numbers  in  several  counties,  otherwise  a  locally  common 
winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  and  passage  migrant. 

Small  groups  winter  on  many  Welsh  waters  but  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are 
tabulated  as  available. 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR 

26 

3 

3 

6 

2 

2 

2 

8 

14 

Ynysfro  Res. 

26 

19 

10 

3 

18 

19 

1 1 

Dunlop  Semtex  P 
GLAMORGAN 

10 

24 

6 

1 

3 

3 

8 

9 

Cosmeston 

692 

788 

2 

65 

180 

386 

Roath  Park  Lake 

59 

78 

101 

2 

4 

6 

38 

91 

Llan  /  Lis. 

48 

568 

204 

1 

17 

20 

15 

2 

29 

51 

Kenfig 

58 

14 

4 

1 

7 

32 

64 

78 

70 

52 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

82 

61 

48 

35 

26 

35 

28 

41 

66 

61 

78 

53 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

24 

26 

Talybont  Res. 

16 

ANGLESEY 

Valley  Lakes 

124 

49 

20 

17 

13 

15 

66 

142 

88 

96 

70 

76 

Llyn  Cefni 

45 

14 

9 

2 

1 1 

3 

10 

12 

10 

53 

38 

38 

The  unprecedented  large  counts  at  Cosmeston  and  Llan.  /  Lis.  Res.,  were  at  the  expense  of  Cardiff 
Bay  and  Rhymney  Est.,  where  numbers  were  greatly  reduced,  the  largest  count  at  the  latter  was  130 
on  Feb.  16th.  Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  25  at  Red  Pools,  Nash,  GWENT  on  Jan.  26th,  41  at 
Dingestow  on  Nov.  28th  and  83  on  Dec.  22nd;  30  at  Llynnau  Mymbyr,  CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  25th 
and  35  at  Llyn  Coron,  ANGLESEY  in  January. 

Breeding  information:  on  ANGLESEY  a  possible  19  prs.  at  Valley  Wetlands  RSPB,  2  prs. 
Malltraeth  RSPB,  a  pair  at  Cors  Erddreiniog  on  Apr.  20th  and  2  on  a  pool  at  Llangefni  May  22nd  (a 
single  there  June  6th). 

REDHEAD  A  americana  HWYADEN  BENGOCH  AMERICA 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

The  male  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  from  Nov.  7th  2001  -  Feb.  7th  2002  returned  there  Sept.  21st 
2002  until  Jan.  19th  2003.  It  was  also  seen  at  Cosmeston  Lakes  Feb.  6th  -  16th  and  Lisvane  Res., 
Feb.  16th  -  23rd  and  returned  to  Kenfig  Oct.  29th  -  Dec.  5th. 

RING-NECKED  DUCK  A.  collaris  HWYADEN  DORCHAG 

(A)  Rare  visitor  from  North  America. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT  a  male  at  GLWR  Goldcliff  Apr.  6th,  returning  in  autumn  there  Oct. 
12th  until  May  2004,  a  female  at  Sluice  Farm,  Peterstone  on  May  1st  and  a  female  at  Llan.  /  Lisvane 
Res.,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Apr.  30th. 

Additional  record  for  2002,  of  a  male  at  Ynysfro  Res.,  GWENT  on  Apr.  4th  -  presumably  the 
Goldcliff  bird. 

FERRUGINOUS  DUCK  HWYADEN LYGADWEN 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

A  male  at  Cosmeston  Lakes,  Oct.  20th  -  3 1st. 

TUFTED  DUCK  A .  fuligula  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  small  numbers  in  several  Welsh  counties  and  a  locally  common 
M’inter  visitor. 

As  usual  small  groups  wintering  on  waters  throughout  Wales.  The  monthly  max.  in  the  main 
wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jut 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR  Goldcliff 

66 

71 

88 

69 

31 

33 

15 

41 

33 

40 

44 

54 

Ynysfro  Res. 

30 

26 

24 

10 

6 

4 

19 

47 

23 

53 

57 

38 

Celtic  Manor 

27 

22 

16 

17 

12 

33 

34 

Dunlop  Semtex  P. 

20 

15 

12 

10 

1 

4 

20 

29 

37 

16 

14 

16 

GLAMORGAN 

Roath  Park  Lake 

8 

9 

55 

5 

10 

14 

35 

1 12 

Cosmeston 

180 

150 

68 

13 

36 

130 

18C 

Kenfig 

50 

40 

54 

3 

24 

144 

86 

36 

30 

29 

Llan./Lisvane 

328 

265 

100 

62 

39 

34 

257 

284 

172 

31 

111 

198 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

41 

25 

35 

37 

40 

36 

30 

33 

39 

46 

51 

56 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

170 

Talybont  Res. 

200 

270 

ANGLESEY 

Valley  Lakes 

120 

106 

92 

118 

47 

57 

139 

154 

103 

85 

78 

Llyn  Coron 

100 

34 

50 

48 

1 

6 

2 

22 

18 

20 

43 

Llyn  Alaw 

141 

102 

680 

479 

Llyn  Cefni 

88 

76 

147 

93 

43 

21 

145 

180 

265 

319 

173 

12; 

Llyn  Traffwll 

64 

86 

57 

34 

15 

26 

49 

159 

106 

80 

58 

71 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  38  at  Wentwood  Res.,  GWENT  Nov.  28th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN 
44  at  Cardiff  Bay  Oct.  31sl,  80  at  the  Knapp  Dec.  14th  and  36  at  Abercvvmboi  Lake  Dec.  29th. 
Breeding  was  noted  as  follows:  GWENT:  3  broods  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  7  +  6  y,  9y  counted  at  Red 
Pools  Nash,  f  +-  4y  at  Peterstone  Wentloog,  f  +  8y  at  Bassaleg,  at  The  Hoop,  Penallt,  two  broods  of 

8  and  3.  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2  broods  of  9y  at  St.  Fagans,  7y  at  Parc  Slip  and  a  pair  was 
unsuccessful  at  Llanilid;  CEREDIGION:  bred  at  3  sites;  BRECON:  two  family  parties  were  seen  on 
Llangorse  Lake,  2  prs.  and  2  males  were  seen  on  Battle  Hill  Pools  in  June;  MONTGOMERY:  10 
prs.  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas;  in  CAERNARFON  2prs.  with  a  total  of  7y  at  Conwy  RSPB;  on 
ANGLESEY :  there  were  three  broods,  totalling  1 8  young,  at  Llyn  Maelog,  a  female  with  a  brood  of 

9  on  Llyn  Llywenan,  a  brood  of  9  at  Llyn  Parc  Mawr,  a  brood  of  5  on  Llyn  Cefni,  a  brood  of  two  at 
Llyn  Llygeirian  and  a  brood  of  4  on  Llyn  Coron.  Five  pairs  were  recorded  at  Cors  Erddreiniog  on 
May  25th,  with  one  brood  of  two  here  on  Aug.  3rd.  Breeding  was  also  recorded  at  Llyn  Alaw  and 
Llyn  Traffwll.  Estimates  of  pairs  based  on  drake  counts  were  38  at  Valley  Wetlands  RSPB  and  20 
at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB  (RSPB).  Two  pairs  bred  at  another  site  on  the  island. 


SCAUPS,  marila 


HWYADEN  BEND  DU 


( B )  Scarce  and  local  winter  visitor ,  also  recorded  on  passage.  Has  bred  once. 
A  summary  of  records  for  each  county: 


Jan 

GWENT 

E.  GLAMORGAN  22 

PEMBROKE 
CEREDIGION 
MONTGOMERY  1 

MEIR1./CAERN. 

Morfa  Harlech  / 

Borth  y  Gest 

CAERNARFON  1 

ANGLESEY  1 1 


Feb 

4 

5 


1 

7 


Mar  Apr 
3 


2  1 


Jul 

1 


Aug  Sept  Oet 

3 

1 

3 


Nov  Dec 

4 

3  9 


1 


9 


17  24 


» 


1  1 


The  largest  count  was  of  15  off  the  Cardiff  Foreshore,  GLAMORGAN  for  the  first  few  days  of  the 
year. 
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EIDER  Somateria  mollissima  HWYADEN  FWYTHBL  U 

(C)  Generally  scarce  non-breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor.  Breeding  took  place  for  the  first 
time  in  1997. 

Small  numbers  offshore  throughout  the  year.  The  monthly  max.  in  the  Burry  Inlet  GLAMORGAN 
were: 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept  Oct  Nov.  Dec 

115  70  100  100  90  10  40  30  30  10  65  95 

Off  the  Aberdysynni  area.  MEIRIONNYDD  the  max.  counts  were  50  on  Sept.  10th  and  54  on  the 
21st  (11  off  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on  May  13th  were  presumably  from  this  flock).  The 
largest  count  elsewhere  was  of  40  off  Trefin  /  Porthgain,  PEMBROKE  on  Dec.  29th. 

Individuals  were  present  all  year  at  Penmon  Point  /  Puffin  Island,  ANGLESEY,  with  2f  +  5y  seen  at 
Beaumaris  on  June  17th  and  7y  (2  broods)  at  Aber  Ogwen  in  June  (on  the  CAERNARFON  side  of 
Traeth  Lafan). 

LONG-TAILED  DECK  Clangula  hyemalis  HWYADEN  GYNFFON  H1R 

(B)  Scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  most  frequently  recorded  offshore  from  counties  in 
north-west  Hales.  Rare  inland. 

A  summary  of  records  for  each  county: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June  Sept. 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

PEMBROKE 

1 

2 

2 

CEREDIGION 

1 

8 

MEIRI.  /  CAERN. 

7 

5 

6 

Morfa  Harlech  /  Borth  y  Gest 
CAERNARFON  elsewhere 

ANGLESEY 

I 

_  _  tU _ 

1 

1 

3 

2 

A  group  of  8  were  seen  off  Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  on  Dec.  9th.  The  long-staying  male  at 
Pembroke  Mill  Pond  (since  February  2002)  remained  into  2004  and  is  not  included  in  the  above 
table. 


COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN  DDU 

(C)  A  locally  abundant  visitor ,  recorded  all  year  round  but  mainly  during  the  winter  months.  The 
distribution  is  predominantly  coastal,  although  it  is  regular  in  small  numbers  on  inland  waters  on 
passage. 

Recorded  off  all  coastal  counties,  counts  from  the  main  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

CARM.  / 

Carmarthen 

250 

250 

1000 

4500 

PEMB. 

Bay 

PEMBROKE 

St.  Bride’s  Bay 

500 

800 

600 

600 

MEIRI/CAERN 

Morfa  Harlech 

60 

810 

50 

1150 

400 

1420 

/  Borth  y  Gest 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

1000+ 

72 

53 

130 

1 

5 

25 

2 

DENBIGH 

Llanddulas  / 

5000 

Pensarn 

4,508  logged  passing  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  June  8th  -  Dec.  31st,  max.  196  on  Oct.  14th; 
1,681  logged  passing  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  July  2nd  -  Dec.  22nd 


Inland  there  were  records  from:  2  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  July  23rd;  10  on  Caban  Coch  Res., 
RADNOR  July  5th  and  a  male  on  the  Afon  Claerwen  Sept.  3rd;  2  at  Llyn  Tegid.  MEIRIONNYDD  in 
July  and  4  at  Glaslyn,  MONTGOMERY  on  Aug.  19th. 
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The  male  Black  Scoter,  M.  n.  americana  was  seen  off  Llanfairfechan,  CAERNARFON  until  Apr. 
28th  and  from  Sept.  28th  until  the  end  of  the  year.  One  was  also  recorded  off  Point  Lynas, 
ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  31st. 

SURF  SCOTER  M.  perspicillata  MOR-HWYADEN  YR  EWYN 

(A)  A  rare  trans-Atlantic  visitor  to  Wales. 

All  records  were:  an  immature  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on  Nov.  25th.  A  male  was 
identified  in  St.  Bride’s  Bay,  PEMBROKE  off  Broad  Haven  on  Dec.  5th,  a  female  was  subsequently 
seen  with  the  male  on  the  6th  and  both  remained  until  Jan.  2nd  2004.  A  juv.  /  1st  winter,  Trearddur 
Bay,  ANGLESEY  Jan.  18th  -  Feb.  5th. 

VELVET  SCOTER  M.  fusca  MOR-HWYADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

(A)  A  scarce  and  local  winter  visitor,  regular  in  small  numbers  to  some  coastal  counties. 
Occasionally  recorded  on  passage.  Rare  inland. 

All  records  were:  in  GOWER  a  f/imm.  in  Swansea  Bay  Nov.  10th  22nd,  one  at  Burry  Pill  Dec.  4th, 
at  Baglan  Bay,  3  on  Nov.  15th,  increasing  to  15  by  the  30lh,  with  10  still  there  on  Dec.  4th  and  4  on 
the  30th;  in  PEMBROKE  up  to  9  off  Broad  Haven  (N)  January  -  February,  12  there  Dec.  5th, 
reducing  to  7  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  a  single  off  Amroth  Jan.  2nd  and  2  passed  Strumble  Head  Nov. 
30th;  a  single  off  Borth,  CEREDIGION  Jan.  4th  -  19th;  one  was  recorded  off  Harlech  beach. 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  Feb.  6th;  a  single  in  Red  Wharf  Bay,  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  19th. 

The  monthly  max.  off  Morfa  Bychan,  CAERNARFON  are  tabulated  below': 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Nov  Dec 

Morfa  Bychan  7  2  118 

GOLDENEYE  Bucephala  clangula  HWYADEN  L  YGAD-A  UR 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  with  an  increasing  number  of  individuals 
summering  on  inland  lakes. 

Monthly  max.  counts  at  the  main  sites  w'ere: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr. 

May 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Ogmore  Est. 

46 

52 

43 

21 

33 

Kenfig  Pool 

6 

6 

13 

10 

2 

7 

5 

GOWER 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

28 

28 

25 

20 

3 

12 

21 

19 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

39 

39 

4 

1 

4 

11 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

13 

25 

17 

1 

24 

41 

BRECON 

L.langorse  Lake 

20 

22 

34 

4 

15 

40 

53 

Talybont  Res. 

8 

6 

7 

1 

5 

4 

CAERNARFON 

Tracth  Lafan 

134 

163 

75 

25 

3 

23 

Foryd  Bay 

8 

21 

5 

2 

7 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 

20 

42 

27 

2 

Llyn  Maelog 

1 1 

1 1 

17 

20 

15 

12 

Llyn  Traffwll 

9 

16 

30 

4 

2 

2 

1 1 

A  female  summered  Llyn  Bach,  Porthmadog,  CAERNARFON. 

SMEW  Mergus  albellus  LLEIAN  WEN 

(A)  Scarce  winter  visitor,  not  recorded  annually  in  any  county'  except  in  Glamorgan,  though  subject 
to  cold  weather  influxes  from  the  Continent. 

All  records  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  red-head  at  Kenfig  Jan.  1st  -  3rd  and  18th,  a  female  there 
Mar.  1st  and  a  red-head  BOS  Plant  Feb.  24th;  a  red-head  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  in 
March  April;  a  red-head  at  Bosherston  Lakes,  PEMBROKE  Dec.  14th  -  31sl;  a  male  at  Llangorse 
lake,  BRECON  from  2002  until  Feb.  16th  and  5  birds  there  Dec.  14th  until  the  end  of  the  year, 
female  at  Llyn  Brenig,  DENBIGH  Mar.  2Fl  -  Apr.  19th  perhaps  the  same  bird  returned  there  in  the 
second  winter  period  and  was  seen  on  Dec.  15th. 
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RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  M.  serrator  HWYADEN  FRONGOCH 

(C)  Locally  common  winter  visitor,  particularly  to  the  north  Wales  coast  Small  numbers  breed, 
chiefly  around  the  coast  -  line  from  Ceredigion  to  Anglesey. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available  are  tabulated. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

10 

15 

35 

15 

3 

10 

10 

10 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

20 

40 

79 

97 

90 

205 

266 

109 

37 

32 

28 

Foryd  Bay 

3 

3 

7 

4 

2 

2 

16 

12 

9 

5 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  50  at  Black  Rock  Sands  /  Morfa  Bychan,  CAERNARFON  / 
MEIRIONNYDD  Apr.  15th,  18  there  on  Nov.  22nd,  20+  at  Penrhyn  Bay,  CAERNARFON  on  Jan. 
18th  and  on  ANGLESEY  49  at  the  Inland  Sea  Dec.  27th,  32  Holyhead  Harbour  Jan.  20th  and  17  there 
on  Feb.  3rd. 

One  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  Feb.  Is1  -  May  19th  had  injected  fishing  hooks,  it  was  caught  and 
once  convalesced  release  in  June. 

Breeding  information:  MEIRIONNYDD:  There  were  two  broods,  one  of  2  and  one  of  10,  on  the 
t  Glaslyn  Cob  pools,  a  pair  at  Pont  Croesor  on  1 1th  Apr.  and  a  pair  at  Tanygrisiau  Reservoir  on  26th 
May.  CAERNARFON:  There  were  two  broods,  one  of  7  and  the  other  of  5,  on  Afon  Conwy  near 
Trefriw  and  4  juveniles  at  Llyn  Dinas.  ANGLESEY:  At  Cemlyn,  three  broods  were  seen.  7  young 
surv  ived  out  of  1 1  in  one  brood,  but  none  survived  from  two  different  broods  of  three. 

GOOSANDER  M.  merganser  HWYADEN  DDANHEDDOG 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  most  Welsh  rivers  in  mid  and  north  Wrales,  the  breeding  population  slowly 
expanding.  In  winter,  numbers  are  augmented  by  birds  dispersing  from  farther  north 
Breeding  information:  GWENT:  two  broods  of  7y  and  9y  at  Abergaveny,  f  +  1 1  y  Gobion; 
GOWER:  f  +  2y  on  the  River  Neath  at  Llantwit  Major  and  10  “brownheads”  on  the  River  Neath 
“island”  on  July  31st  were  probably  juveniles;  CARMARTHEN:  f  +  9y  at  Dinefwr  Park,  f  +  3y  at 
Pentre  Davis  and  large  counts  presumably  of  family  parties  included  12  at  Rofawr  on  Aug.  12th,  17 
on  Dinefwr  Oxbows  on  the  22nd  and  54  flying  downstream  on  the  Towy  on  the  27th. 

BRECON:  5  broods  seen  on  the  Usk,  Pencelli  to  Talybont  Res.,  2  broods  on  the  Wye  at  Glasbury 
and  a  family  party  at  Llanwrthwl;  MEIRIONNYDD:  one  brood  at  Afon  Dwyryd,  2  prs.  at  Glaslyn 
in  April  and  one  in  June;  CAERNARFON:  2y  seen  Aber  Ogwen,  2  juv.  Afon  Conwy  and  2y  at 
Llyn  Padarn.  In  CLWYD  up  to  3  pairs  at  Berwyn  hamlet  and  f  +  lOy  below  Chain  Bridge, 
Llangollen. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available  are  tabulated. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Parc  Cvvm  Darren 

12 

32 

15 

NE  Moorland 

6 

10 

30 

9 

15 

10 

5 

pools 

Ogmore  Est. 

12 

5 

10 

8 

5 

1 

10 

Upper  Lliw  Res. 
MONTGOMERY 

17 

13 

35 

40 

Dolydd  Hafren 
CAERNARFON 

37 

20 

Traeth  Lafan 

2 

1 

3 

2 

57 

40 

38 

1 

Large  counts  elsewhere  were:  37  at  Crai,  BRECON  Aug.  22nd,  31  at  Glasbury'  Sept.  3rd  &  22  there 
on  Dec.  21st,  24  at  Talybont  Res.,  Nov.  7th  and  17  Llangorse  Lake  Dec.  31st;  50  at  William  Condrv 
Res.,  Dyfi,  MONTGOMERY  Aug.  8lh,  30  at  Llyn  Ddu  on  December  and  17  at  Lake  Vymwy  in 
July;  20  at  Broadwater,  MEIRONNYDD  Sept.  21sl. 
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RUDDY  DUCK  Oxyura  jamaicensis  HWYADEN  GOGH 

(C)  Scarce,  but  increasing  breeding  resident  in  several  counties.  Locally  common  on  Anglesey,  but 
elsewhere  a  scarce  winter  visitor. 

Max.  counts  on  were: 


Jan . 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

GLWR 

1 

2 

3 

15 

8 

5 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 

39 

24 

44 

2 

38 

80 

Llyn  Cefni 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

Llyn  Coron 

1.4 

2 

3 

2 

6 

3 

4 

1 

Llyn  Maelog 

2 

6 

1 

8 

Llyn  Traffwll 

12 

3 

1 

3 

8 

30 

83 

51 

5 

17 

Valley  Lakes 

34 

86 

37 

43 

2 

3 

5 

13 

10 

57 

35 

43 

Breeding  information:  2  broods  of  6y  each  at  GLWR  Goldcliff.  6  prs.  bred  Conwy  RSPB,  on 
ANGLESEY  15  possible  pairs  Valley  Wetlands,  5  prs.  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB,  pairs  also  at  Cors 
Erddreiniog,  Llyn  Maelog  and  Llyn  Llygeirian. 


Summary  of  other  non-breeding  records: 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug  Sept. 

Oct  Nov.  L 

GWENT 

1  1  1 

2 

1  1 

E.  GLAM. 

1 

1  4 

3  3 

GOWER 

CARM 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

MONT. 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2  1 

CLWYD 

2 

RED  GROUSE  Lagopus  lagopus 

GRUGIAR 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  heather  uplands,  declining  in  most  areas. 

Limited  reports  received,  which  do  not  reflect  the  overall  situation,  were  as  follows:  in  GWENT 
reported  from  Blorenge  (3),  Waun  Wen  (1),  Sugarloaf  (4),  Mynydd  Maen  (2)  and  Mynydd  Farteg 
Fawr  (5);  4  at  Waun  Wen,  E.  GLAMORGAN;  BRECON:  2  at  Daren  Lwyd  Mar.  14tfl,  and  2  at 
Capel  y  Ffin  Mar.  16th;  present  at  lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY;  CAERNARFON:  A  stable 
population  is  considered  to  exist  NE  of  Llyn  Cowlvd,  with  a  max.  of  4  adults  flushed  here. 
Elsewhere  there  was  one  at  Pen  y  Castell  on  May  1 7th,  four  at  Llyn  Conwy  on  Apr.  6th  with  one 
here  on  June  15th,  and  a  female  on  Moel  Siabod  on  Sept.  16th.  Droppings  were  found  between  Foel 
Lwyd  and  Tal  y  Fan  on  Apr.  7th. 

BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrao  tetrix  GRUGIAR  DDU 

(C)  Breeding  resident  on  heather  uplands,  declining  in  most  areas. 

No  detailed  summary  was  available  this  year. 

7  lekking  males  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  and  6  at  World’s  End,  CLWYD. 

Repeat  of  appeal  not  to  approach  leks. 

RED-LEGGED  PARTRIDGE  Alectoris  rufa  PETRISEN  GOESGOCH 

(B)  Almost  extinct  in  the  majority  of  Wales  except  for  a  scattering  of  records.  The  only  county 
where  there  are  more  than  this  is  on  Anglesey.  In  most  places  the  population  is  maintained  by 
releases  and  clouded  by  the  occurrence  of  hybrids  with  A.  chukar. 

Populations  maintained  by  releases.  A  summary  of  records  received:  in  GWENT  reported  from  10 
sites,  max.  13  Collister  Pill,  10  Rogiet  and  34  West  Pill  on  Oct.  27th;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  present  at 
Bridgend  and  in  the  Vale  of  Glamorgan,  where  the  largest  counts  wrere  of  14  at  Newton  Down  on 
Feb.  5th  and  14  at  Tythegston.  Present  at  5  sites  in  ones  or  twos  in  GOWER;  A  pair  and  3y  seen  at 
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Cradog,  BRECON  on  July  13th;  ANGLESEY:  A  pair  were  present  at  Point  Lynas  all  year,  but  no 
proof  of  breeding.  There  were  15  here  on  Sept.  17  and  c.20  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Oct.  4  .  There  were 
3  at  Mynydd  Bodafon  on  Dec.  27tn,  two  at  Octel,  Amlwch  on  Nov.  10th  and  one  or  two  were 
present  at  the  Range  from  March  to  June,  with  3  here  on  Nov.  1 8th  and  4  on  Dec.  9th. 

GREY  PARTRIDGE  Perdix  perdix  PETRISEN 

(B)  Almost  extinct  as  a  breeding  species  in  much  of  Wales.  The  population  is  maintained  by 
releases  in  some  places. 

Population  maintained  by  releases.  Reported  from  4  sites  in  GWENT,  in  one’s  or  two’s;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  seen  in  the  coastal  belt  from  Lavemock  to  Sker,  max.  15  at  Ty’n-y-caeau  on  Jan. 
5th.  A  pair  bred  at  this  latter  site  and  13  were  seen  on  Oct.  13th  and  10  on  the  15th.  A  pair  was  seen 
at  Llangynog,  MONTGOMERY  in  May. 

ANGLESEY:  There  were  three  (an  adult  and  two  V*  grown  young)  at  Cymyran  on  Sept.  30th  and  an 
adult  and  a  juv.  at  Traeth  Lligwy  on  Oct.  16th.  Six  were  seen  at  the  Braint  estuary  on  Nov.  6th  with  9 
here  on  Dec.  29th.  Fresh  feathers  were  found  regularly  in  the  dunes  at  Rhosneigr  during  July  - 
September. 

QUAIL  Coturnix  coturnix  SOFLIAR 

(A)  A  scarce  and  irregular  breeding  species,  irrupt ive  in  some  years;  scarce  passage  migrant. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated.  Recorded  at  Sker  Farm,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  July  1 5th;  at 
Marloes  Mere,  PEMBROKE  on  May  31st  and  Skomer  on  June  1 1th;  2  at  Blaenporth,  CEREDIGION 
on  June  25  ,  only  one  calling  the  next  day;  at  Red  Lion  Hill,  RADNOR  Sept.  15  ;  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  6lh;  ANGLESEY:  one  calling  at  Cefn  Maesoglen,  near  the  Braint  on  June 
16th  and  one  at  Brynteg  on  June  28th.  One  was  calling  regularly  at  Llyn  Alaw  Aug.  6th  -12th. 


PHEASANT  Phasianus  colchicus  FFESANT 

(D)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident,  widespread  throughout  Wales. 


GOLDEN  PHEASANT  Chrysolophus  pictus  FFESANT  EURAID 

(D)  Feral  population  appears  to  be  declining,  if  not  extinct. 


RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

(B)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  regularly  recorded  offshore,  sometimes  in  large 
concentrations.  Rare  inland. 

Approx,  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 


Jan 

Feb . 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May  June 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

1 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

2 

2 

3 

5 

1 

1 

1 

GOWER 

7 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

22 

CARMARTHEN 

2 

PEMBROKE 

65 

49 

14 

1 

5 

10 

64 

69 

CEREDIGION 

71 

124 

371 

56 

2 

14 

6 

22 

10 

MEIRIONNYDD 

160 

9 

CAERNARFON 

67 

78 

130 

203 

31 

8 

37 

10 

ANGLESEY 

24 

2 

17 

1 

17 

1 

'  36 

28 

Large  congregations  in 

the  1st 

winter  period 

were:  150 

in  Cardigan 

Bay,  off  Aberd 

MEIRIONNYDD 

on  Jan 

7th  and 

56 

off  Borth, 

CEREDIGION  in 

April. 

Good  numbers  w 

discovered  feeding  over  the  sub-merged  reef  off  Cam  Cynfelin,  3km  south  off  Borth,  55  on  Jan. 
1st,  122  on  Feb.  2nd  and  335  on  Mar.  12th.  35  were  off  Llanrhystdud,  CEREDIGION  on  Mar.  2nd 


and  singles  were  seen  there  May  25th  -  27th.  In  the  north  there  were  202  between  Llanfairfechan 
and  Morfa  Aber,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  5th. 


Late  spring  /  summer  records  2  off  Pembrey,  CARMARTHEN  May  13th,  2  Skomer,  PEMBROKE 
June  18th  and  singles  at  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  June  3rd  and  July  10th. 


I 
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Autumn  passage:  104  were  logged  passing  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  between  Sept  22nd  and 
Dec  31st,max  27  on  Nov  27th.  On  ANGLESEY  254  passed  Point  Lynas  between  July  10th  and  Dec 
29th  with  a  max  of  1 7  on  Sept  23rd  and  Dec  1 st.  33  passed  Cemlyn  on  Nov  1 6th  in  one  hour. 

The  only  large  concentration  in  the  2nd  winter  period  was  of  22  off  Borth  in  November. 

Two  inland  records  of  singles  on  Lamby  Lake  E.  GLAMORGAN  Mar.  9th  and  Apr.  9th  -10th  and  at 
Pant  Pool,  CEREDIGION  on  Mar.  15th. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  G.  arctica  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

(A)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  recorded  in  small  numbers  annually. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated.  E. GLAMORGAN,  Sker  Jan.  6th  -25th,  GOWER  Swansea 
Bay  off  Blackpill  or  Mumbles  Jan.  6th  -  Feb.  9th,  max  2  on  Feb.  8th,  Thurba  Head  Apr.  4th  and 
Kitchen  Comer  Dec.  27th.  PEMBROKE,  Fishguard  Harbour  Jan.  22nd  -  26th,  Feb.  1st,  and  Mar.  1st, 
Wiseman’s  Bdge  Feb.  1 1th,  Skokholm  Feb.  20th,  Strumble  Head  Sept.  5th,  Oct.  3rd  &  10th,  Nov.  3rd, 
15th,  16th  and  27th,  Gann  Oct.  27th  and  30th,  Ramsey  Sound  Dec.  28Ih.  Off  New  Quay, 
CEREDIGION  Jan.  31st,  off  Morfa  Harlech  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Feb.  15th,  at  Fond  Bay, 
CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  1st  and  off  Llanfairfechan  Feb.  5th.  On  ANGLESEY,  Point  Lynas  Jan.  9th, 
Mar.  3rd,  Nov.  22nd  &  Dec.  31st,  Cemlyn  Dec.  5th  &  7th  and  2  passed  the  Range  on  Mar.  30th. 

Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar  Apr.  Aug.  Sept.  Oct  Nov.  Dec. 

5  8  4  4  1  3  5  4 


Additional  record  for  2002:  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  Apr.  8th  -  9th. 


GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  G.  immer  TROCHYDD  MA  WR 

(B)  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant,  recorded  offshore  in  small  numbers  annually.  Recordea 
from  inland  waters  more  frequently  than  other  diver  species. 

Approx,  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 


Jan. 


E.GLAMORGAN 
GOWER  7 

CARMARTHEN 
PEMBROKE  7 

CEREDIGION  2 

MEIRIONNYDD  6 

CAERNARFON  5 

ANGLESEY  2 


Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

1 

1 

8  3 

1  2 

2  1 

11  9  5 

6 


May 

12 

11 


2 


Sept. 


1 


1 


Oct 

1 

7 

i 


Nov. 

1 

7 

2 

15 
1 

16 


Dec 

4 

I 

4 

I 

1 

8 


The  only  large  counts  were  5  Borth  y  Gest  /  Morfa  Bychan  /  Criccieth  CAERNARFON  Feb.  5th 
and  Nov.  22nd  and  8  off  Aberdesach  Nov.  23rd 


Autumn  passage  recorded  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  where  21  were  logged.  Sept.  23rd-Dec. 
14th,  max.  5  on  Nov.  15th  and  at  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  where  27  passed  between  Sept.  23rd  and 
Dec.  28th,  max.  3  on  Dec.  2nd. 


The  only  individual  on  freshwater  was  a  wintering  bird  on  Llyn  Tegid,  Bala.  MEIRIONNYDD 
from  2002  that  stayed  into  2003,  was  last  seen  on  Mar.  25th. 
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LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  G  WYA CH  FA  CH 

(C)  Rather  uncommon  breeding  resident  on  well  vegetated  lakes,  marshes  and  water  courses; 
scarcer  in  the  land-locked  counties. 

Breeding  records  received  were:  GWENT:  23  prs.  at  12  sites;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  22  prs.  at  15 
sites;  GOWER:  6  prs.  at  6sites,  plus  possible  breeding  at  one  other  site;  CARMARTHEN:  2  prs.  at 
2  sites;  CEREDIGION:  bred  at  4  sites;  BRECON:  12  prs.  reared  15  young  at  9  sites; 
CAERNARFON:  7  prs.  at  RSPB  Conwy  plus  4  prs  breeding  at  3  other  sites;  ANGLESEY:  12  prs. 
at  5  sites;  one  site  in  CLWYD.  These  are  not  complete  surveys. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus  GWYACH  FA  WR  GOPOG 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke,  breeding  on  shallow,  vegetated 
lakes.  Shows  a  more  coastal  distribution  in  winter  and  recorded  on  passage  from  several  counties. 
Breeding  records  were:  GWENT:  6  prs.  at  2  sites;  E.  GLAMORGAN:10  prs.  at  10  sites;  GOWER: 
2  prs.  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  and  1  pr  at  Barrow  Pit  nr.  Resolven.  CARMARTHEN:  1  pr.; 
PEMBROKE:  2  prs.  at  2  sites;  BRECON:  2  prs.  at  Llangorse  Lake,  which  reared  3  young, 
elsewhere  6  pairs;  RADNOR:  5  prs.  at  4  sites  (5  prs.  at  4  sites  in  2002);  MONTGOMERY:  6  prs. 
at  4  sites;  CAERNARFON:  2  prs.  at  1  site;  ANGLESEY:  7  prs.  at  6  sites  plus  birds  present  at 
other  sites;  at  one  site  in  CLWYD.  These  are  not  complete  surveys. 

Monthly  counts  from  sites  with  over  20  at  least  once,  were: 


J  F  M  A  MJJASOND 

GWENT 


Llandegfedd  Res. 

41 

2 

5  61 

32 

GOWER 

Baglan  Bay 

51 

49 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

14 

14 

15 

18 

16  12  10 

20 

18 

30 

28 

43 

BL 

48 

50 

26 

3 

9 

2 

14 

39 

54 

PEMBS 

Cleddau  Est 

20 

21 

6 

1 

4 

22 

CERE 

Ynyslas 

111 

15 

5 

15 

2 

7 

56 

13 

CAERN. 

Traeth  Lafan 

152 

194 

308 

155 

49 

70 

91 

42 

44 

35 

ANGLESEY 

Red  Wharf  Bay 

37 

15 

23 

Large  counts  elsewhere  on  the  GOWER  included  95  off  Llanrhidian  Sands  on  Nov.  21st,  73  Baglan 
Burrows  Dec.  9th  and  21  Port  Talbot  harbour  on  Dec.  31st. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  P.  grisegena  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

(A)  Scarce  but  regular  winter  visitor. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  GOWER  Whiteford  Point  Jan.  9th  and  11th;  Strumble  Head, 
PEMBROKE  Sept.  24th  and  at  Bosherston  Nov.  11th  -12*;  Llanfairfechan  promenade, 
CAERNARFON  Jan.  18th  and  Llyn  Padam  Nov  1st;  and  on  ANGLESEY  Holyhead  Bay  Jan.  5th, 
Holyhead  harbour  Jan.  31st-  Feb.  8th  and  at  Cemlyn  Oct.  14th. 

Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept  Oct  Nov.  Dec. 

4  1  112 
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SLAVONIAN  GREBE  P.  ciuritus  GUYACH  GORMOG 

(B)  A  scarce  and  local  winter  visitor,  chiefly  to  coastal  waters,  occasionally  recorded  on  passage. 
Rare  inland. 

Summary  of  multiple  winter  records: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Whiteford  Point 

10 

S 

9 

8 

5 

PEMBROKE 

Angle  Bay 

4 

1 

CAERNARFON 

Morfa  Bychan 

5 

Traeth  Lafan 

11 

13 

8 

15 

3 

ANGLESEY 

Beddmanarch 

6 

3 

1 

4 

6 

Elsewhere:  Singles  unless  stated:  at  Kenfig,  E. GLAMORGAN  Nov.  30th;  on  GOWER  2  at  Worm’s  i 
Head  Jan.  2nd  and  singles  at  Leason  Pill  Mar.  19th,  Blackpill  Nov.  26th,  Llanrhidiand  Sands  Dec.  3rd,  1 
Mumbles  Head  Dec.  23rd.  One  at  Kidwelli,  CARMARTHEN  Jan.  1st.  At  Daudeddau.  PEMBROKE 
Jan.  21st  and  3  E'  and  at  St  Dogmaels  (also  in  CEREDIGION)  Nov.  23rd-27’  ;  in  CEREDIGION  3 
off  Borth  Jan.  1st  and  2  there  Apr.  2E'  -  22nd,  a  single  off  Aberystwyth  Apr.  E1  and  2  off 
Llanrhystud  Dec.  8th.  A  single  on  Llangorse  Lake.  BRECON  Nov.  15th;  off  Morfa  Harlech, 
MEIRIONNYDD  2  on  Jan.  2nd  &  4  on  Mar.  28th  and  3  Glaslyn  Estuary  Nov.  22nd.  On  ANGLESEY 
at  the  Inland  Sea  Feb.  1st,  2  Alaw;  Estuary  Mar.  26th  and  one  at  Cemlyn  Dec.  8th. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

40  25  25  18  28  20 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  P.  nigricollis  GIVYACH  YDDFDDU 

(A)  Rare  winter  visitor  to  coastal  waters,  occasionally  recorded  on  passage.  A  regular  visitor  in 
small  numbers  only  to  Anglesey  and  Caernarfon.  Has  bred  on  Anglesey  in  the  past. 

All  records  received  were  of  singles  except  where  stated:  GOWER  Whiteford  Point  Jan.  5th  -  6th, 
Mar.  10th,  Nov.  16th  and  21sl,  Dec.  3rd  -  4th,  near  Berges  Island  Jan.  6th,  14th  and  Feb.  1st,  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.  Nov.  16th,  Aberavon  Dec.  30th.  One  at  Llyn  Pencarreg.  CARMARTHEN  Sept.  14th 
and  one  on  the  Dvfi  Estuary  /  William  Condry  Reserve,  CEREDIGION  /  MONTGOMERY 
February  -  mid  March,  2  there  Sept.  18th  and  a  single  Nov.  1st.  One  wintered  at  Llangorse  Lake, 
BRECON  from  2002  until  Mar.  3rd.  A  single  Glaslyn  Estuary.  MEIRIONNYDD  Nov.  22nd;  in 
CAERARFON  at  Conwy  RSPB  Jan.  19th,  at  Aber  Ogwen  and  2  Llanfairfechan  Jan.  5th.  On 
ANGLESEY  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  Feb.  18th.  Llyn  Alaw  Mar.  2El  and  Beddmanarch  Bay  Dec.  30th. 
Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

7  3  4  1  3  3 

FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacialis  A  DER  YN-DR  YCIN  Y  GR.4IG 

(C)  A  numerous  species,  breeding  in  all  coastal  counties  except  Gwent.  Frequent  offshore  in  most 
months. 

Counts  of  apparently  occupied  sites  are  as  follows:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  24  occupied  ledges  at  Cwm 
Nash;  on  GOWER  occupied  sites  at  Pennard  Cliffs.  Lewes  Castle,  Kitchen  Corner  and  at  Worms 
Hd;  PEMBROKE:  634  on  Skomer,  with  a  productivity  of  0.49y/aos,  146  Skokholm  with  a 
productivity  of  0.5y  aos.  241  Ramsey,  18  St  Margarets  and  107  Castle  Martin  coast. 
CAERNARFON:41  prs.  Bardsey  productivity  of  0.9  chicks  per  pair,  30  nests  Great  Orme,  3  nests 
Pen  y  Cil;  ANGLESEY  28  birds  on  ledges  Carmel  Head  Feb  16th,  22  pairs  on  cliffs  between 
Moelfre  and  Traeth  Llugwy  Mar  21st  and  9  nests  Ynys  y  Fydlyn  July  20th. 


CORY’S  SHEARWATER  Calonectris  diomedea  ADER  YN-DR  YCJN  COR  Y 

(A)  A  scarce  passage  species  occasionally  seen  inshore  Welsh  waters  in  summer. 

The  only  accepted  records  were  from  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  single  July  20th  and  Mwnt, 
CEREDIGION  July  30th.  The  latter  was  the  first  record  for  that  county. 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  P  griseus  ADERYN-DRYCIN  DU 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  to  western  coastal  areas,  principally  in  the  period  late 
August  to  early  October 

A  poor  autumn  for  this  species.  All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  GOWER  Port  Eynon 
Point  Aug.  28th  &  30th,  Sept.  2nd  &  3rd  and  Rhossili  Aug.  29th.  PEMBROKE:  at  Strumble  Head 
where  only  12  were  seen  3  in  August,  4  in  September,  4  in  October  and  1  on  Dec.  14th.  On  off 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  Aug.  31st.  ANGLESEY:  the  Range  July  30th,  Point  Lynas  Sept.  23rd  & 
26th  with  3  on  Oct.  7th. 

MANX  SHEARWATER  P.  puffinus  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MANA  W 

(C)  Breeding  on  Pembrokeshire  islands  and  also  in  Caernarfon.  Large  feeding  movements  and 
autumn  passage  are  regular  off  western  coasts  and  even  well  up  into  the  Bristol  Channel. 

Breeding  data:  PEMBROKE:  arrived  back  on  Skomer  on  Mar.  19th,  with  the  last  one  there  on  Nov. 
3rd.  A  study  plot  on  the  island  produced  an  average  of  0.7  young  fledged  per  egg  laid.  At  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  arrived  back  on  Mar.  22nd,no  census  took  place  this  year  but  productivity  was 
thought  to  be  quite  high,  a  sample  plot  of  100  burrows  produced  88  young.  In  May  and  June  as 
many  as  50_eggs  were  taken  from  burrows  by  a  pair  of  Carrion  Crows  that  have  learnt  to  access 
shearwater  burrows. 

Summer  movements  off  the  GLAMORGAN  coast  included  5,500  off  Tutt  Head  May  18th,  800  off 
Deborah’s  Hole  Aug.  30th,  1573  off  Rhossili  Sept.  6th.  Off  the  Range  ANGLESEY  2,124  in  3.5  hrs 
on  May  14th,  1,188  in  2hrs.  on  July  2nd,  4,218  in  lhr.  on  July  24n,  6,080  in  1.5  hrs.  on  July  30th 
andl,927  in  1  hr.  Aug  26th. 

In  winter  individuals  were  recorded  off  PEMBROKE,  2  off  Tenby  Feb.  4th,  Abercastell  Dec.  21st 
and  Strumble  Head  Dec.  27lh. 

MEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER  P.  mauretanicus 

ADER  YN-DR  YCIN  MOR  Y  CANOLD1R 

(C)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  to  western  coastal  areas,  principally  in  the  period  late 
August  to  early  October. 

An  unprecedented  number  off  the  GOWER  coast  where  it  appears  that  there  was  a  large  “late 
summering  flock”  Aug.  18th  -  Sept.  20th  with  most  records  between  Port  Eynon  Pt  and  Rhossili. 
Records  of  40  or  more  as  follows:  Port  Eynon  Point  43  on  Aug.  19th,  82  on  Aug.  20th,  43  on  Aug. 
28th,  1 16  on  Aug.  30th,  60  on  Sept.  2nd,  an  impressive  number  of  250  on  Sept.  3rd,  40  on  Sept.  41  , 
41  on  Sept.  6th,  40  seen  from  a  boat  three  miles  south  of  Port  Eynon  on  Sept.  9th;  93  Rhossili  on 
Aug.  29th,  52  on  Aug.  30th,  Tear's  Point  55  on  Aug.  31st  and  40  Fall  Bay  on  Sept.  6th. 

Elsewhere  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  PEMBROKE  winter  records  Strumble  Head  Jan. 
23ld,  26th  and  28th.  In  autumn  2  off  Ramsey  Aug.  22nd,  2  Celtic  Deep  Aug.  31st.  Totals  logged 
passing  Strumble  Head  6  in  July,  69  in  August,  86  in  September,  79  in  October  and  3  in 
November,  max.  37  on  Sept.  22nd. 

One  off  a  boat  7  miles  off  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  Aug.  1 1th,  singles  passed  Mwnt  Sept.  4th 
and  Nov.  6th  and  2  off  New  Quay  Sept.  23rd.  Off  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  5  in  August,  12  in 
September  and  18  in  October.  On  ANGLESEY  totals  passing  Point  Lynas  1  in  July,  16  in  August, 
141  in  Septemer,  67  in  October  max.  of  32  on  Oct  3rd.  Singles  Liam  Carw  Sept.  2nd,  Holyhead 
Breakwater  Oct.  7th,  3  at  the  Range  Aug.  5th  and  singles  there  Aug.l0lh,  15th  and  18th. 
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STORM  PETREL  Hydrobates  pelagicus  PEDR YN  DRYCIN 

(C)  Breeds  regularly  on  several  island  sites  off  the  west  coast,  mainly  in  very  small  colonies. 
Skokholm  holds  the  only  population  over  1,000  pairs. 

In  PEMBROKE  206  prs  were  estimated  on  Skomer  and  a  worry ingly  low  estimate  of  101 1  prs  on 
Skokholm.  On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  a  thorough  survey  using  diurnal  voice  playback  was 
carried  out  this  produced  21  responding  adults  on  nests  at  Bau  Felen.  the  colony  at  Briw  Gerrig 
produced  15  responding  adults  on  nests.  The  figure  of  36  incubating  adults  is  higher  than  any 
previous  estimates  but  probably  a  lower  figure  than  actually  nest  on  Bardsey. 

Off  the  E.  GLAMORGAN  coast,  5  individuals  were  recorded  during  the  summer  months,  max.  2 
on  May  20th;  off  GOWER,  1-2  off  Port  Eynon  Point  May  18th,  singles  on  May  25^  and  Aug.  22nd. 
20  were  seen  from  a  boat  7  miles  off  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  1 1'1,  and  one  on  July 
12th.  Six  birds  were  recorded  on  a  boat  survey  8  miles  off  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  July  16;: 
and  one  passed  Point  Lynas  on  Oct.  7th. 

LEACH'S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-FFORCHOG 

(B)  A  scarce  autumn  visitor,  commonest  off  the  north  Wales  coast. 

A  generally  poor  year  for  this  species.  Off  Strumble  Head.  PEMBROKE  singles  Sept.  8th.  Oct.  8  r 
and  9th,  2  on  Oct.  6th,  10  on  Oct.  7th,  15  on  Oct.  4th  and  19  on  Sept.  23rd. 

A  single  off  New'  Quay,  CEREDIGION  Sept.  23rd.  Singles  passed  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  Sept. 
9lh  &  10th,  3  on  22nd,  4  on  23rd,  2  on  Oct.  7th  and  two  passed  Little  Orme  Oct.  4th.  3  passed 
Holyhead  Breakwater,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct  7th.  One  off  Point  of  Air.  FLINT  Sept.  22nd. 

GANNET  Sula  bassana  HUGAN 

(D)  A  common  bird  offshore  throughout  the  year,  most  plentiful  during  the  extended  breeding 
season,  March  -  October.  One  major  breeding  colony  on  Grassholm,  Pembrokeshire. 

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULFR.4N 

(C)  Breeding  resident  in  western  counties  from  Pembroke  to  Anglesey.  Frequently  seen  offshore 
in  other  counties.  A  regular  visitor  to  inland  freshwater s,  mainly  between  late  summer  and  early 
spring. 

Breeding  counts  were:  GWENT:  76  occupied  nests  on  Denny  Island:  166  pairs  nested  on  St. 
Margaret’s,  PEMBROKE  with  in  excess  of  200  well  grown  young  on  June  2Ll;  100+  birds  at 
breeding  site  Little  Orme,  CAERNARFON  on  July  24th  and  at  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  51  nests  in  late 
May-early  June  with  200  young  birds  seen.  2  nests  North  Stack  (RSPB)  on  ANGLESEY. 

Systematic  counts  from  the  main  estuarine  and  inland  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 
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A 
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O 

N 

D 

GWENT 

Newport 

64 

9 

57 

7 

5 

5 

GLAM. 

Cardiff  Bay 

25 

8 

2 

36 

Roatli  Park 

43 

62 

65 

Llan./Lis. 

8 

5 

12 

5 

6 
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4 

7 

12 

4 

6 

5 

Llywyn 

1 1 

17 

12 

3 

1 

7 

1 

7 

13 

Ogmore 

21 

10 

1 

5 

1 

13 

Upper  Loughor 

17 

10 

21 

19 

6 

3 

29 

33 

49 

42 

26 

37 

Whiteford  Pt. 

48 

74 

88 

23 

24 

26 

60 

88 

143 

89 

199 

64 

Port  Talbot  Docks 

70 

56 

47 

17 

16 

22 

26 

74 

79 

84 

65 

26 

Queen’s  Dock 

74 

42 

62 

63 

9 

14 

47 

57 

29 
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CARM 

52 

34 

38 
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12 

15 

9 

12 
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20 
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PEMBROKE 

Cleddau 

17 

29 

20 

29 

32 

29 

35 

CAERN 

Foryd  Bay 

12 

7 

1 1 

4 

9 

5 

8 

9 

19 

8 

7 

9 

Traeth  Lafan 

22 

21 

13 

87 

31 

14 

28 

16 

ANGLESEY 

Valley  Lakes 

1 

9 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4 

1 1 

11 

5 

8 

3 

Llvn  Alaw 

25 

18 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  55  at  Llangorse  lake.  BRECON  January  &  February  and  84  in 
December.  202  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD  Aug.  15th,  109  Morfa  Harlech  Aug.  9th/320  on  21s' 
and  377  on  Sept.  12th. 

Individuals  showing  characteristics  of  P.c.  sinensis  were  recorded  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  at  Lamby 
Way  Jan.  31st,  Llan/Lis  Res.  Feb.  20th  and  Cosmeston  Lake  Feb.  26th.  Singles  also  at  Penclacwydd. 
CARMARTHEN  Mar.  10th  and  at  Porthmadog,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  19th. 

SHAG  P.  aristotelis  *  MULFRAN  WERDD 

(C)  A  regular  breeding  species  on  rocky  coasts  from  Gower  northwards  to  Little  Orme. 

Breeding  information  received  as  follows:  2  nests  Thurba  Head.  GOWER.  In  PEMBROKE  33 
nests  Middleholm  with  2.5  y/nest.  7  nests  St  Margaret’s.  9  nests  on  Caldey  and  10  nests  Castle 
Martin  coast.  In  CAERNARFON  52  nests  Bardsey  fledging  145  young,  89  nests  Ynysoedd 
Gwvlan  fledging  205  young.  On  ANGLESEY  8  prs  fledged  19  young  Point  Lynas.  2  nests 
Freshwater  Bay  and  3  nests  on  the  Skerries. 

Large  counts  included:  62  off  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on  Oct.  19th;  off  the  Little  Orme, 
CAERNARFON  1 19  on  Aug.  25th,  112  on  Oct.  14th  and  83  on  Oct.  22nd.  On  ANGLESEY  104  at 
Penmon  Jan.  19th,  40  on  Mar.  17th  &  21st  and  45  passed  Point  Lynas  on  Aug.  15th. 

BITTERN  Botaurus  stellaris  ADERYN  Y BWN 

(A)  Scarce  but  regular  winter  visitor  chiefly  to  Anglesey,  Ceredigion ,  Carmarthen,  Glamorgan 
and  Pembroke. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  Jan.  1 1th  &  26th,  Mar.  8th  -  22nd, 
with  2  there  on  Mar.  19th.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN  in  the  first  winter  period  up  to  three  at  Kenfig 
Pool,  (on  Jan.  5th),  with  2  there  on  Feb.  1st  and  a  single  remaining  there  until  Mar.  8th.  A  single  was 
also  seen  at  Kenfig  Rivermouth  on  Mar.  19th.  Meanwhile  there  were  up  to  4  at  Cosmeston  Lakes 
(Jan.  13th  &  Feb.  1st),  3  there  on  Feb.  25th  and  the  last  was  of  a  single  on  Mar.  9th.  In  the  second 
winter  period  the  first  record  was  of  1  at  Kenfig  Pool  and  another  at  Kenfig  Rivermouth  on  Nov. 
1st.  This  increased  to  2  by  the  15th.  Singles  were  seen  during  the  rest  of  the  month  but  3  were  seen 
on  Dec.  15th.  The  last  record  of  the  year  at  Kenfig  Pool  was  on  Dec.  26th.  A  single  was  seen  at 
Cosmeston  on  Nov.  27th. 

In  GOWER  one  was  seen  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  from  Jan.  1 1th  until  Mar.  10tn  and  one  at  Ashpit 
Ponds,  CARMARTHEN  mid-late  December.  Singles  were  seen  at  Westfield  Pill,  PEMBROKE  on 
Jan.  21st,  at  Pembroke  Mill  Pond  Jan.  26th  -  Feb.  27th  and  at  Broad  Haven  (N)  in  November.  In 
CEREDIGION,  there  were  up  to  3  at  Cors  Caron  Jan.  11th  -  30th,  writh  one  there  on  Mar.  27th. 
Singles  were  also  reported  from  the  Teifi  Marshes  Jan.  8th  &  17th,  Rheidol  Gravel  Pits  on  Feb.  9th 
and  at  Cors  Fochno  in  December.  Singles  were  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  Sept.  7th  &  Nov.  14111 
-  23rd  and  at  Llanbwchllvn,  RADNOR  Jan.  21st  -  Feb.  4th. 

In  north  W’ales,  singles  were  seen  at  Afon  Dysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  Feb.  16th  and  on 
ANGLESEY  at  Plas  Bog  Jan.  6th,  Valley  Lakes  Jan.' 8th  &  21st  and  Feb.  5th,  Llyn  Maelog  Mar.  22nd 
and  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  the  late  date  of  Apr.  4th. 
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Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Now  Dec. 

17  12  6  1  1  56 

Additional  record  for  2002:  at  Magor  Reserve,  GWENT  on  Feb.  3rd. 

Additional  record  for  2001:  Report  from  a  shooting  syndicate  of  bird  caught  by  dog  in  reeds/rushes 
close  to  bridge  over  Dee  N  of  Corwen  (SJ082.439),  CLWYD,  obviously  unwell,  taken  to  RSPB 
RSPCA  and  eventually  released  at  Leighton  Moss  in  December  2001 . 


SQUACCO  HERON  Ardeola  ralloides  CREYR  MELYN 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

An  adult  was  seen  at  Aberleri  Fields,  CEREDIGION  June  3rd  -  5th,  presumably  the  same  at  GLWR 
Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  June  1 1th.  then  at  Lamby  Lake  &  Cors  Crychydd  Reen  E.  GLAMORGAN 
June  24th  -  25th. 


LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta  CREYR  BACH 

(B)  Now  a  fairly  common  autumn  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Breeds  in  south  and  north  Wales.. 
Increasing  occurrences,  particularly  in  south  Wales,  with  a  distinct  influx  in  autumn.  The  first 
successful  breeding  took  place  in  north  Wales,  in  ANGLESEY  three  £>airs  fledged  8  young,  whilst 
in  south  Wales,  4  pairs  bred  in  GWENT,  1 1  young  counted  on  June  4th  and  at  least  one  pair  bred  in 
PEMBROKE.  A  summary  of  individuals  for  each  county  in  each  month  is  tabulated  below: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec  I 

GWENT  (excluding 

1 

I 

2 

4 

2 

4 

GLWR) 

GLWR  Goldcliff 

19 

10 

19 

16 

10 

13 

15 

22 

22 

26 

5 

13 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

8 

8 

4 

1 

1 

5 

8 

6 

9 

0 

6 

GOWER 

5 

4 

4 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

5 

4 

(excluding  Burry) 

GOWER  /CARM. 

7 

3 

41 

19 

1 

33 

67 

128 

178 

131 

94 

8 

Burry  /  Penclacwydd 
CARMARTHEN 

10 

5 

9 

3 

3 

4 

13 

i5  i 

(excluding  Burry) 
PEMBROKE 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4 

1 

3 

6 

(excluding  Cleddau  & 
Teifi) 

PEMBROKE  (Cleddau) 

35 

35 

49 

8 

4 

10 

18 

30 

68 

51 

34 

31 

PEMB/CERE  Teifi 

6 

3 

2 

1 

CEREDIGION 

9 

8 

12 

6 

5 

6 

6 

6 

12 

(excluding  Teifi) 
RADNOR* 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

MONTGOMERY 
(excluding  the  Dyfi) 
BRECON* 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

MEIRIONNYDD 

4 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

9 

4 

(excluding  the  Dyfi) 
CAERNARFON 

2 

(excluding  Foryd  &  TL) 
Foryd  Bay 

5 

7 

4 

4 

2 

0 

1 

3 

0 

i 

6 

5 

Traeth  Lafan 

8 

7 

13 

4 

4 

5 

13 

64 

68 

55 

25 

19 

ANGLESEY 

6 

5 

7 

/ 

9 

14 

14 

1 

3 

3 

6 

10 

5 

*  overlap  of  records  from  Glasbury.  The  counts  on  the  Dyfi  Estuary  are  included  only  in  the 


CEREDIGION  figures.  Those  in  BRECON,  were  at  Glasbury  &  Llangorse  except  for  one  at 
Llanwrthwl  on  July  25th.  1 1  at  Connah's  Quay,  FLINT  on  Aug.  26Ih. 
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GREAT  WHITE  EGRET  Ardea  alba  CREYR  MA  WR  GWYN 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

Singles  were  seen  at  Nevem,  PEMBROKE  Aug.  3rd  and  subsequently  at  Dinefwr  Ponds,  Llandeilo, 
CARMARTHEN  on  Aug.  7th  &  17th.  One  at  Kenfig,  E.  GEAMORGAN  on  Oct.  3rd. 

HERON  Ardea  cinerea  CREYR  GLAS 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  occurring  M’idely  around  estuaries,  lakes  and  inland  watercourses; 
although  the  population  is  increasing  in  some  counties,  overall  in  Wales,  it  appears  to  be  stable. 
Colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  110  nests  at  9  sites;  E.  GEAMORGAN:  46 
nests  at  5  sites;  GOWER:  62  nests  in  11  sites;  CARMARTHEN:  40  nests  at  6  sites; 
CEREDIGION:  108  nests  at  13  sites;  BRECON:  78  nests  at  7  sites;  RADNOR:  22  nests  at  2  sites 
(23  at  2  sites  in  2002);  MONTGOMERY  67-74  nests  in  7  colonies;  CAERNARFON:  77  nests  in  7 
colonies. 

Monthly  counts  from  Traeth  Lafan,  CAERNARFON: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun  Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec 

8  11  8  24  52  11  18  24 

SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia  LL  WYBIG 

(A)  A  uncommon  visitor  to  Wales,  recorded  mainly  from  estuaries  and  coastal  lagoons  and 
occasionally  over-w  intering  and  summering. 

All  records  were:  up  to  3  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  June  18th  -  July  2nd,  one  of  which  was 
colour  ringed  at  Middelplaten,  Holland  on  July  7th  2002.  This  adult  was  present  on  June  22nd,  then 
seen  at  Poole  Habour,  Dorset  later  that  day  and  was  back  at  Goldcliff  on  the  28th.  A  different  adult, 
at  Goldcliff  July  1 1th  -  19th.  had  also  been  ringed  in  Holland. 

A  single  was  at  Penclawdd,  GOWER  on  Jan.  8th  &  9th.  In  December  there  was  one  on  the  River 
Loughor  on  the  1 1th  and  presumably  the  same  individual  was  at  Penclawdd  on  the  31st. 

At  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  there  were  2  adults  in  January,  one  in  March,  3  in  October  and 
2  November  -  December.  2  juveniles  were  present  October  -  December  both  of  which  were  from 
Holland  but  from  different  breeding  sites.  They  had  been  seen  at  Orford  Ness,  Suffolk  a  few  days 
before  arriving.  They  were  not  present  every  day,  indeed  during  their  stay  at  Penclacwydd  they 
took  a  jaunt  to  the  Scilly  Isles  (Bird  Guides  also  reported  individuals  being  present  in  May,  June 
and  3  in  September).  A  single  was  seen  at  Machynys  on  Nov.  13th  and  2  over  Morfa  Bacas  on  Dec. 

9th 

Elsewhere  singles  were  seen  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  May  28Ih,  at  the  Gann  Oct.  25th  -  Dec. 
7th  (also  seen  at  Sandy  Haven  Nov.  23,d);  at  Menai  Straits,  CAERNARFON  May  31st;  on 
ANGLESEY  at  the  Alaw  Estuary  Apr.  15th  and  at  Cemlyn  May  4th  -  5th. 
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HONEY  BUZZARD  Perms  apivorus  BOD  Y  MEL 

( B)  First  confirmed  breeding  in  1992 ,  now  breeds  in  small  numbers.  Formerly  a  rare  summer 
visitor,  numbers  have  increased  throughout  the  1980 ’s  and  its  is  now  recorded  annually. 

No  information  received  about  the  Welsh  breeding  population.  All  records  were  of  single  migrants: 
E.  GLAMORGAN:  Kenfig  May  8th,  Waterton,  Bridgend  Aug.  14th;  at  Cynghordy, 
CARMARTHEN  on  May  26th  and  near  Llandovery  June  2nd;  in  off  the  sea  at  Strumble  Head, 
PEMBROKE  Aug.  22nd;  Mynydd  Epynt,  BRECON  Sept.  2nd  &  4th;  CAERNARFON:  Morfa 
Conwy  Apr.  1 7th  and  a  male  Llanwrst  /  Trefriw  June  23rd:  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  Apr.  8lh  &  May  2nd. 

Additional  record  for  2002  one  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  June  12lh. 


RED  KITE  Milvus  milvus  BARCUD  COCH 

(C)  Formerly  widespread,  but  almost  eradicated  between  the  late  1 8th  and  early  20th  centuries. 
Now  an  increasing  resident  breeder  in  Wales. 

Nests  were  built  in  at  least  257  of  the  299  occupied  territories  identified  (86%)  and  eggs  were  laid 
in  at  least  234  (78.3%)  of  them.  There  were  at  least  147  successful  nests  with  a  minimum  of  194 
young  fledged.  These  figures  are  all  bare  minima  as  at  least  47  of  the  above  nests  had  an  unknown 
outcome.  For  a  fuller  detail  on  the  present  situation  see  the  article  by  the  Welsh  Kite  Trust  on  page 
168. 

Count  of  420  near  Rhayader,  RADNOR,  in  late  December. 

MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus  BOD  Y  GWERNI 

(B)  Formerly  widespread,  but  almost  eradicated  between  the  late  18th  and  early  20th  centuries. 
Now  an  increasing  visitor  to  Wales,  occasionally  overwinters.  Only  sexed  records  are  included. 
Spring  passage,  all  records  refer  to  singles  unless  stated:  a  female  at  Uskmouth  and  Goldcliff, 
GWENT  on  Apr.  20th,  a  male  at  the  latter  on  May  28th;  a  female  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN 
May  16th;  in  PEMBROKE  females  at  Marloes  Mere  May  26,h  &  June  1st.  Skomer  June  lllh  -12lh 
and  at  the  Teifi  Marshes  on  June  12th;  a  cream-crown  at  Mynydd  Epynt.  BRECON  June  1st; 
CAERNARFON:  A  female  was  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Apr.  24th;  ANGLESEY:  there  were  a  number 
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of  sightings,  many  of  which  probably  relate  to  the  regular  pair,  though  no  activity  suggesting 
breeding  was  reported.  Single  males  were  recorded  at  the  Cefni  Marshes  on  Mar.  5th,  at  Llyn 
Llywenan  on  6th  and  23rd,  at  Brynteg  on  Apr.  7th  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Apr.  20th. 


Autumn  passage:  Males  were  recorded  on  ANGLESEY  Brynteg  on  Aug.  1 7th,  at  Llyn  Llywenan  on 
Sept.  14th  and  at  Llyn  Dinam  on  Oct.  26th.  A  juvenile  male  was  seen  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  July  1 1th. 
Immature/females  were  seen  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  Aug.  6th,  14Ih  &  31st;  at  Loughor  Bridge, 
GOWER  Aug.  15th,  presumed  same  at  Berthlwyd  on  the  16th  and  back  at  the  bridge  23rd  and  Sept. 
10th  &  12th;  at  Penclacwydd  Aug.  10th  -  Sept.  10lh  and  another  Oct.  16th.  In  PEMBROKE  in  August 
at  Ramsey  4th  &  5th,  Marloes  Mere  15th  &  19th,  Skokholm  4th  (and  on  Sept.  5th)  and  2  in  the  St. 
David’s  area  in  late  August,  at  Tretio  21st,  St.  David’s  Airfield  26th  and  Trefeiddan.  On  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  from  Aug.  7th  -  24th;  on  ANGLESEY  at  Newborough  Warren  on  Aug.  8th,  at 
Cemlyn  on  the  9th,  Malltraeth  RSPB  on  Aug.  16th  and  Sept.  18lh  and  at  Llyn  Llywenan  on  Oct.  12th. 


Winter  records  include:  a  female  /  juv.  at  Tretio,  PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  1st  and  a  male  on  the 
Dowrog  on  Nov.  1 3th;  a  male  at  Llyn  Dinam.  ANGLESEY  on  Feb.  9th. 


A  summary  of  all  information: 

Jan.  Feb  Mar.  Apr 
Males  1  111 

Females  /juvs.  2 


May 

1 

2 


June 

4 


July 

1 


Aug 

1 

11 


Sept. 

1 

4 


Oct  Nov.  Dec. 

1  1 

2  1 


HEN  HARRIER  C.  cyaneus  BOD  T1NWEN 

(C)  Small  numbers  breed  on  the  uplands  of  north  and  mid-Wales,  otherwise  a  winter  visitor  and 
passage  migrant  in  small  numbers. 

Widely  recorded  outside  the  breeding  season  and  range.  Breakdown  of  records  for  each  county, 
separated  by  sex  where  given  (RT  =  ring-tail): 


Jan. 

Feb.  Mar 

Apr. 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec 

GWENT 

E.  GLAM 

1 

1  1 

2  9 

3+ 

1 

1 

4 

1  + 

1 

1  + 

1  + 

GOWER 

M  + 

2m  +  RT  M  +  RT 

M  + 

-F 

—i 

M  + 

2M  + 

2RT 

RT 

2RT 

RT 

CARM 

2RT 

RT  M+RT 

1 

RT 

M  + 

2M  + 

5RT 

3RT 

PEMB 

2  m  + 

RT  2m  + 

M 

2M  + 

4m  + 

2M 

2RT 

RT 

7RT 

7RT 

CERE 

4m  + 

M  +  2RT  2m  + 

M+ 

M  + 

2m  + 

2RT 

3RT 

3R1 

r  r 

2RT 

2RT 

BRECON 

2RT 

M+ 

2RT 

2m  + 

RT 

2RT 

RADNOR 

MONT. 

1  + 

5 

MEIR1. 

CAERN 

M 

RT 

3RT 

M 

RT 

M  + 

2RT 

ANGLE. 

RT 

2RT  2RT 

RT 

M  +  RT 

M+RT 

CLWYD 

M  +  2RT  2  RT 

2  RT 

RT 

3  RT 

3  RT 

3  RT 

3  RT 

3  RT 

A  male  visited  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  May  29th. 

Max.  counts  from  the  main  roosts  in  each  winter  period: 

^nd 

2  w 

lSl 

winter  period 

.'inter  period 

males 

Females/ 

imm. 

males 

females/imm. 

PEMBROKE 

Dowrog 

1 

1 

9 

5 

Marloes  Mere 

2 

1 

7 

7 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Cors  Caron 

3 

1 

1 

1 
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The  Cornish  wing-tagged  immature  male,  from  the  2002  successful  breeding  in  that  county, 
remained  in  the  Marloes  Mere  area  until  Apr.  29th  and  returned  to  Skomer  Oct.  28’h  and  stayed  in 
that  area  until  Nov.  16th. 

GOSHAWK  Accipiter  gentilis  GWALCH  MARTH 

(C)  An  increasing  breeding  resident  in  all  Welsh  counties. 

7he  only  breeding  information  received  was:  bred  in  GWENT,  with  records  from  7  other  sites. 
One  was  observed  nest  building  on  Jan.  18th;  only  bred  at  3  sites  but  over  115  records  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN;  bred  at  2  and  probably  at  another  2.  plus  recorded  at  10  other  sites  in  GOWER;  1 
possibly  2  pairs  bred  in  CARMARTHEN  with  records  from  1 1  other  sites;  5  prs.  bred  in 
PEMBROKE;  recorded  at  13  sites  in  BRECON;  1  pr.  bred  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  and 
at  2  other  sites;  bred  in  MEIRIONNYDD,  1  pr.  bred  in  CAERNARFON  and  records  from  6  other 
sites;  recorded  at  7  sites  on  ANGLESEY  but  no  breeding  was  confirmed. 


SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter  nisus  GWALCH  GLAS 

(E)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  throughout  Wales,  some  evidence  that  it  is 

declining  where  Goshawks  are  widespread. 

> 

BLIZZARD  Buteo  buteo  B WNCA  TH 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  throughout  all  of  Wales. 

Counts  of  large  congregations  included:  27  worming  at  Llanilid,  E.  GLAMORGAN  in  November 
and  26  worming  at  Llanhamlach,  BRECON  on  Mar.  23rd.  Of  26  pairs  monitored  in  Ruabon  Moor  / 
Horseshoe  Pass  study  area,  CLWYD,  nests  of  25  were  found,  three  of  these  after  fledging  of 
young.  Clutch  size,  as  recorded  in  19  nests,  was  2.47,  whilst  a  mean  of  1.6  young  was  reared  by  22 
laying  pairs  (including  three  failed  nests).  Mortality  of  chicks  was  well  below  last  year’s. 


Additional  record  for  2002:  of  22  pairs  monitored  in  Ruabon  Moor  /  Horseshoe  Pass  study  area, 
CLWYD  nests  of  21  were  found,  but  only  19  laid  in.  Clutch  size  was  recorded  in  18  of  these  at  a 
mean  of  2.56,  whilst  a  mean  of  0.95  young  were  reared  by  19  pairs  (with  active  -  ie  egg-containing  - 
nests).  Mortality  of  well  grown  young  was  abnormally  high  and  thought  to  be  caused  by  heavy  rain. 


ROUGH-LEGGED  BUZZARD  Buteo  lagopus  BOD  BACSIOG 

(A)  A  scarce  visitor  in  autumn  and  winter. 

The  only  accepted  record  was  of  a  female  at  Pen-rhiw-fawr,  GOWERon  Jan.  8Ih. 

Additional  record  for  2002  of  one  at  Lligwy,  ANGLESEY  Jan.  24th. 


OSPREY  Pandion  haliaetus  G  WA  LCH  Y  PYSGOD 

(B)  An  annual  spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant  which  has  increased  in  parallel  with  the 
Scottish  breeding  population.  Single  birds  over  summered  in  1986,  1992,  1994  and  1997.  Several 
have  stayed  for  long  periods. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 


Mar. 

GWENT 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

PEMBROKE  1 

CEREDIGION  1 

BRECON 

RADNOR 

MEIRIONNYDD 

CAERNARFON  1 

ANGLESEY 

CLWYD 


Apr.  May  June 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


July 

1 

1 

1 

I 


A  ug. 


3 

1 

4 
2 


2 

2 


Sept. 

1 

1 

2 

3 

I 

1 

I 

I 

1 


Oct 

1 


00 


A  single  bird  was  seen  displaying  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  within  GWYNEDD  on  two  dates  in 
summer,  but  there  was  no  proof  of  breeding.  At  another  site,  where  there  was  a  successful  nest  in 
2004,  it  was  belatedly  discovered  that  a  nest  had  been  built  in  2003. 

Additional  records  for  2002  from  RADNOR.  2  sightings  in  May  and  one  in  July. 

KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus  CUDYLL  COCH 

(C)  Rather  scarce  breeding  resident  throughout  Wales.  Partial  and  passage  migrant  in  small 
numbers  to  some  counties. 

Incomplete  breeding  information  includes:  5-6  pairs  bred  in  GWENT  and  reported  from  5  other 
sites,  max.  10  visible  at  once  at  Cwmvoy  on  June  18th;  12  pairs  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  plus 
individuals  at  7  other  sites;  bred  at  5  sites  in  GOWER  and  present  at  6  other  sites;  3+  prs.  bred  in 
CARMARTHEN;  5  pairs  bred  in  PEMBROKE,  present  at  6  other  sites;  fr  BRECON  bred  at  19 
sites,  33-35y  fledged  from  16  nests  -  the  best  breeding  success  since  1977,  single  bird  present  at  4 
other  sites;  one  pair  in  MONTGOMERY  plus  at  2  other  sites;  bred  at  many  sites  in 
CAERNARFON;  10+  pair  bred  on  ANGLESEY,  6  of  which  were  concentrated  along  the  A55.  In 
Ruabon  Moor  /  Horseshoe  Pass  study  area,  CLWYD  8  nests  were  located,  as  last  year  and,  as  last 
year,  mean  clutch  size  for  6  nests  found  at  egg  stage  was  4.7.  This  year  a  mean  of  2.5  young  fledged 
from  the  8  nests,  these  including  2  failed  broods. 

Autumn  influx  in  to  PEMBROKE,  9  on  Skomer  in  October  and  15  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  in 
August. 

MERLIN  F.  columbarius  CUDYLL  BACH 

(B)  Scarce  breeding  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Breeding  records  included:  breeding  recorded  at  7  sites  in  BRECON,  17y  noted  and  individuals 


seen  at  2  other 

sites;  1 3  prs. 

found 

breeding 

in 

RADNOR;  4 

pairs  at 

Lake 

Vymwy, 

MONTGOMERY  fledged  1  Oy. 

Non-breeding  records: 

Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July  Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

GWENT 

3  1 

3 

2 

I 

5 

4 

3 

E.  GLAM. 

31  sightings 

1 

1 

4 

1  1 

45  sightings 

GOWER 

4  3 

3 

1 

3 

3 

5 

CARMARTHEN 

5  3 

1 

2 

2 

3 

PEMBROKE 

7  5 

14 

6 

1 

6 

19 

11 

8 

MONTGOMERY 

1+  1  + 

1  + 

1  + 

1  + 

CAERNARFON 

1 

5 

3 

3 

1 

1  '  4 

2 

9 

1 

0 

ANGLESEY 

1  2 

4 

2 

1 

2 

6 

5 

5 

Influx  onto  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  in  October,  at  least  7  seen  coming  in  off  the  sea  from  the 
west  on  the  12th. 

HOBBY  F.  subbuteo  HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

(B)  Rare  breeding  summer  visitor  in  at  least  four  counties  with  a  total  breeding  population  of 
approximately  30  pairs.  Elsewhere  a  rare  passage  migrant,  although  a  few  summer  on  occasion. 
Breeding  records:  3  prs.  bred  in  GWENT,  2  broods  of  3,  plus  one  other  pair;  one  summered  at 
Lisvane  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  (not  included  in  the  table  below).  Reported  from  4  sites  in 
BRECON,  2  pairs  probably  bred.  8  prs.  bred  in  RADNOR.  Summered  at  2  sites  in  CLWYD. 
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Approximate  monthly  totals  of  non-breeding  birds: 


Apr.  May  June 


July 


Aug. 


Sept.  Oct  Nov. 


GWENT  2  1 1 

E.  GLAMORGAN  1  2 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN  2 

PEMBROKE  1 

CEREDIGION 

MONTGOMERY  1 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY  1 

CLWYD 


6 

7 

2 

3 

3 

4 
1 

2 


5 

1 

2 

3 

1 


2  2 


5  4 

6  2 

1 

1 

9 


2 


1 

2 


2 


2 


th 

Additional  record  in  2002  on  ANGLESEY,  an  adult  male  was  at  Newborough  Warren  on  Sept.  10  . 


PEREGRINE  F.  peregrinus  HEBOG  TRAMOR 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  all  counties ,  increasing  in  numbers  to  a  current  breeding 
population  (2002)  of  321  pairs. 

A  summary  of  the  2002  Peregrine  Survey  is  to  be  found  in  Welsh  Birds  4(1).  44-47. 

5  nests  were  probably  robbed  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  and  2  in  BRECON. 

WATER  RAIL  Rallus  aquaticus  RHEGEN  YOU R 

(C)  A  scarce  breeding  resident,  more  commonly  recorded  as  a  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor 
to  all  counties. 

Breeding  records  received  were  (numbers  refer  to  territorial  males):  1-2  present  at  GLWR 
Goldcliff  ,  GWENT;  Kenfig  and  Cefn  Mabley  in  E.  GLAMORGAN;  in  GOWER:  2  at  Port 
Tennant  Bog,  singles  at  Crymlyn  Burrows,  Pant  y  Sais,  Oxwich  and  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.;  4  Teifi 
Marshes,  CEREDIGION  /  PEMBROKE;  in  BRECON:  3  at  I.langorse  Lake,  2  at  Usk  Res.  and  a 
single  at  Mynydd  Illtyd;  at  Cors  Goch.  ANGLESEY. 
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Maximum  winter  concentrations  were:  10  at  GLWR  Goldcliff  on  Mar.  19th;  E.  GLAMORGAN 
during  January,  8  at  Forest  Farm  /  Glamorgan  Canal  (also  in  November)  and  12  at  Cosmeston,  22 
at  Kenfig  in  November  and  1 1  in  December;  10  at  Ffrwd  Fen,  CARMARTHEN  Jan.  3rd  and  15  at 
Penclacwydd  in  January  &  18  in  December;  5  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  29th,  7  on  Oct. 
14th  and  10  on  Nov.  3rd,  5  at  Teifi  Marshes  in  January.  10  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Jan.  6th. 

SPOTTED  CRAKE  Porzana  porzana  RHEGEN  FRA  IT  El 

(A)  Rare  vagrant  and  occasional  breeder. 

One  calling  from  May  17th  into  June  at  Trefeiddan,  St.  David’s,  PEMBROKE. 

CORNCRAKE  Crex  crex  RHEGEN  YR  YD 

(A)  Formerly  a  numerous  and  ubiquitous  summer  visitor  to  all  counties.  Now  extinct  as  a  breeding 
species. 

Single  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  Sept.  21st. 

MOORHEN  Gallinula  chloropus  IAR  DDWRt 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor,  widespread  thoughout  Wales. 

Breeding  records  received  were:  in  GWENT  at  10+  sites,  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  bred  at  24  sites;  in 
GOWER  24  broods  at  1 3  sites;  in  PEMBROKE  at  6  sites;  BRECON  24  prs.  fledged  20+y,  away 
from  Llangorse  Lake;  15  broods  totalling  46y  reared  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON;  on 
ANGLESEY  bred  at  3  sites. 

Max.  counts  included  34  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  Nov.  12th  and  30  at  St.  Pierre  Lake  on 
Jan.  26th.  The  monthly  counts  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  were: 

Jan.  Feb  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

141  125  110  87  60  51  70  70  92  115  136  155 

COOT  Fulica  atra  CWTIAR 


(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident  and  winter  visitor,  widespread  throughout  Wales. 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 


available: 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR  Goldcliff 

35 

90 

78 

50 

42 

49 

30 

81 

lb 

104 

97 

66 

Ynysffo  Res. 

217 

124 

30 

11 

13 

21 

45 

61 

57 

62 

56 

57 

Dunlop  Semtex  P. 

89 

22 

8 

10 

9 

41 

84 

90 

17 

125 

129 

113 

GLAMORGAN 

Cardiff  Bay 

150 

88 

100 

80 

190 

Roath  Park  Lake 

37 

20 

4 

12 

19 

17 

52 

89 

135 

145 

150 

Kenfig 

63 

400 

58 

68 

119 

144 

203 

15 

375 

300 

Llan./Lisvane 

113 

75 

55 

8 

6 

23 

45 

52 

123 

151 

202 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 
CARMARTHEN 

57 

41 

26 

20 

11 

25 

38 

17 

5 

12 

3 

5 

Penclacwydd 

132 

105 

62 

45 

37 

32 

41 

30 

45 

38 

59 

67 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

550 

1075 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Coron 

53 

75 

57 

99 

26 

74 

175 

289 

284 

88 

113 

Cemlyn 

68 

57 

47 

31 

20 

25 

24 

65 

87 

93 

81 

81 

Valley  Wetlands 

218 

151 

83 

69 

20 

86 

353 

295 

347 

305 

210 

197 

Llyn  Maelog 

61 

86 

60 

49 

41 

64 

99 

128 

lb 

88 

94 

Llyn  Cefni 

45 

38 

23 

59 

67 

63 

265 

364 

522 

372 

397 

139 

The  1,075  at  Llangorse  Lake  is  a  record  count  for  that  site. 

Other  large  congregations  were:  60  at  Bryn  Bach  Park,  GWENT  in  January,  43  at  Nedem  in 
February;  132  at  Ashpit  Ponds,  CARMARTHEN  on  Nov.  23rd,  77  at  Sandy  Water  park  on  the  same 
date  and  43  at  Llyn  Pencarreg  on  Feb.  6th. 
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Incomplete  breeding  records  received  were:  GWENT:  bred  at  15  sites,  33+  pairs;  bred  at  25  sites  in 
E.  GLAMORGAN;  at  8  sites  in  GOWER,  23  broods;  15  prs.  bred  at  Penclacwvdd.  12  prs.  at  4  other 
sites:  16  prs.,  20y  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  and  23  prs.  reared  18y  elsewhere  in  that  county; 
9prs.  at  2  sites  plus  present  at  2  others  on  ANGLESEY. 

OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostralegus  PIODES  Y  MOR 

(C)  A  common,  chiefly  coastal,  breeding  species  and  abundant  winter  visitor  to  all  coastal  areas  of 

Wales. 

Sizeable  flocks  of  this  species  occur  all  round  the  Welsh  coast  and  the  monthly  max.  for  the  main 
sites  (holding  counts  of  800  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  known. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Aberavon 

141 

140 

500 

177 

123 

16 

800 

221 

800 

228 

1000 

Blackpill 

3490 

3060 

2582 

388 

245 

165 

660 

2401 

2010 

2440 

2913 

2998 

Burry  (S) 

12660 

7145 

4500 

395 

145 

600 

1717 

6020 

11110 

8890 

12680 

13700 

Jersey  Marine 

1000 

600 

550 

462 

838 

1700 

1800 

201 

CARMARTHEN 

Gwendraelh 

368 

529 

545 

943 

1100 

1448 

1573 

Towy 

> 

68 

426 

590 

1304 

Penclacwydd 

3725 

2950 

1270 

473 

310 

1 1 1 

770 

1810 

2920 

7970 

7300 

3360 

Cefin  Sidan  / 

980 

4175 

588 

1304 

Tclpyn  Point 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

918 

453 

215 

111 

491 

429 

799 

325 

340 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

880 

491 

71 

21 

24 

24 

387 

329 

800 

848 

489 

692 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

6224 

7612 

2859 

1743 

3172 

5364 

5657 

6796 

Other  significant  counts  were  5,000  at  Weobley  Saltings,  GOWER  on  Dec.  27th  and  2,450  at 
Penclawdd  on  Dec.  14th  (both  part  of  the  Burry  S);  1.000  at  Burry  Port  Beach,  CARMARTHEN  on 
Feb.  18th. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  were:  GWENT:  1  pair  fledged  3y;  GLAMORGAN:  Singles  apparently 
sitting  on  possible  nest  scrapes  were  noted  at  Rest  Bay  and  at  Maerdy  Farm;  PEMBROKE:  48  pairs 
bred  on  Skokholm  and  raised  19  chicks;  an  estimated  58  pairs  bred  on  Skomer  with  3  chicks 
fledged  from  6  monitored  nests  here;  28  territories  recorded  on  Ramsey  (not  including  Bishops  and 
Clerks)  and  14  breeding  pairs  on  Caldey;  2prs.  Wye  Valley,  RADNOR  (as  in  2002);  4  prs.  at  4  sites 
along  the  River  Severn  in  MONTGOMERY;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Bred  at  Llvn  Trawsfynydd,  with  8 
here  on  June  29th;  BRECON:  a  pair  was  present  at  Glasbury  in  the  breeding  season,  but  no  record  of 
breeding;  CAERNARFON:  Two  pairs  bred  at  Conwy  RSPB,  one  fledging  two  young  and  the  other 
one;  a  minimum  of  75  pairs  held  territory  on  Bardsey,  ten  less  than  last  year,  with  46  nests  located 
and  86  fledged  young  seen,  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  1.15  chicks  per  pair;  .ANGLESEY:  Five 
nests  and  five  territori'd  pairs  at  the  Skerries  and  a  total  of  17  nesting  attempts  by  12-14  pairs  at 
another  RSPB  site;  at  least  9  pairs  attempted  to  breed  at  Cemlyn,  but  only  two  fledglings  were  seen 
to  survive;  three  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Parc  Mawr  and  at  least  three  pairs  bred  at  Octel  chemical  plant. 
Amlwch;  two  pairs  bred  at  Liam  Carw  and  4  pairs  at  Point  Lynas;  5  pairs  present  at  Llyn  Alaw. 

AVOCET  Recurvirostra  avosetta  CAMBIG 

Rare  visitor.  First  breeding  record  in  2003. 

All  records  were:  in  GWENT  4  at  GLWR  Goldcliff  on  Mar.  29th.  2  there  Apr.  1 7th  remained  to 
breed,  fledging  4y  which  w^ere  last  seen  on  July  19th.  2  juveniles  were  present  Aug.  25U1  -  30t!  but 
they  did  not  originate  from  this  site.  One  wras  also  seen  at  Sluice  Farm  on  Feb.  26th. 
GLAMORGAN:  One  at  Llanilid  opencast  on  May  1 1th. 
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STONE  CURLEW  Burhinus  oedicnemus  RHEDWR  Y  MOELYDD 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

One  was  recorded  on  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  on  July  18th. 


LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

(C)  A  summer  visitor,  breeding  in  small  numbers  on  the  gravel  shoals  of  rivers  in  south  and  east 
Wales  and  on  industrial  sites  in  north-east  Wales.  Elsewhere  it  is  an  uncommon  passage  migrant. 
Earliest  date  Mar.  18th  of  2  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT,  latest  date  Sept.  30th  at  Kenfig 
Rivermouth,  E.  GLAMORGAN. 


Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  bred  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  max.  of  21  seen  here  on  July 
20lh,  1  pr.  fledged  3y  elsewhere  on  the  Levels,  2  nest  containing  7  eggs  were  discovered  in  the  Usk 
Valley.  GLAMORGAN:  a  very  good  year  at  the  Llanilid  opencast  site  where  an  estimated  10  pairs 
bred,  with  a  max.  of  24  birds  on  July  6th,  2  ads  and  1  juv.  were  at  Kenfig  Rivermouth  on  10th  July 
10th  and  a  pair  were  seen  at  Ruthin  Quarry  on  Apr.  26th  and  June  6th  and  may  have  bred.  An  imm 
was  at  Portobello  on  July  28th;  GOWER:  birds  present  at  Old  Steelworks  Site,  Velindre  in  the 
breeding  season;  bred  at  2  possibly  3  sites  in  CEREDIGION;  BRECON:  three  pairs  were  on  the 
Breconshire  side  at  Glasbury,  but  were  disturbed  by  gravel  extraction  and  only  one  juvenile  seen; 
there  were  4  territories  at  Scethrog,  from  which  2  pairs  fledged  6  young,  and  one  pair  reared  young 
at  Llangasty;  RADNOR:  7prs.  along  the  Lower  Wye  (cf.  8prs.  in  2002);  MONTGOMERY:  3  prs.  at 
Dolydd  Hafren  and  2  prs.  at  Llandinam;  CAERNARFON:  a  pair  bred  at  Conwy  RSPB  but  the  nest 
was  predated. 

RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

(C)  A  scarce  breeder,  concentrated  principally  in  the  north-west  (Llyn  peninsula  and  Anglesey)  and 
the  mid-section  of  the  south  coast.  It  is  also  a  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  to  all 
coastal  areas. 

Widespread  around  the  Welsh  coast.  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at 
least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 
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GWENT 


Jan.  Feb. 
GLWR  9  4 


GLAMORGAN 


Blackpill 

350 

135 

Kenfig  beach 

2 

Burry  (S) 

20 

10 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

66 

12 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

126 

45 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

1  1 

20 

75 

20 

9 

42 

4 

1 

17 

20 

2 

98 

15 

70 

4 

10 

1 

42  7 


Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

100 

14 

18 

13 

150 

120 

427 

330 

292 

40 

103 

145 

40 

40 

25 

55 

21 

39 

62 

103 

clOO 

16 

55 

53 

55 

tli 

Other  large  counts  were:  GOWER:  133  at  Jersey  Marine  on  Aug.  16  and  114  at  Port  Talbot 
Harbour  Dunes  on  Sep.  2nd;  420  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  28th  and  3  inland  at  Cors  Caron 
on  Aug.  25th;  ANGLESEY:  c.  200  at  Rhosneigr  shore  on  Aug.  9th;  50  at  Gronant,  FLINT  on  Sept. 
16th. 

Breeding  records  received  were:  2  broods  fledged  4y  at  GLWR.  Goldcliff,  GWENT;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  2  pairs  bred  at  Llanilid;  breeding  probable  at  Merthyr  Mawr  NNR.  with  3  ads  and 
a  half  grown  chick  present  on  July  11th,  and  possible  at  Cardiff  foreshore;  GOWER:  2  nests  at 
Whiteford,  one  at  Broughton  Bay,  pairs  with  juveniles  at  Old  Steelworks  Site,  Velindre  and  at 
Aberavon  Beach,  also  probably  bred  at  Queen’s  Dock,  Swansea,  at  B.P  Baglan  Bay,  Crumlyn 
Refinery  Beach,  Baglan  Burrows,  Sedger’s  Bank  (Port  Eynon)  and  Baglan  Energy  Park;  one  pair 
nested  at  Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION;  MEIRIONNYDD:  bred  successfully  at  Trefeddian. 
Aberdyft  and  at  Aber  Dysynni;  CAERNARFON:  one  pair  bred  at  Conwy  RSPB,  but  the  eggs  failed 
to  hatch;  a  pair  bred  at  Gimblet  Rock,  Pwllheli  and  there  were  3  adults  and  one  young  at  Morfa 
Madryn  on  8  July.  A  single  pair  laid  four  eggs  on  Bardsey,  the  first  nesting  attempt  by  this  species 
on  the  island  since  1984,  but  the  eggs  were  taken  by  Crows  days  after  they  were  laid;  ANGLESEY: 
three  pairs  made  5  nesting  attempts  at  one  site,  and  at  least  2-3  pairs  attempted  to  breed  at 
Cemlyn,  possibly  raising  two  young. 

DOTTEREL  C.  morinellus  HUT  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

(A)  An  occasional  breeder,  otherM’ise  a  regular  but  uncommon  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn. 

Spring  records  were:  CARMARTHEN:  one  at  Tair  Cam  Uchaf  on  May  6th,  2m+4f  at  Garreg  Lwyd 
on  May  9th,  10  there  on  the  10th,  7  on  the  1 1th  3  on  the  14th;  3  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  July 
19!h;  BRECON:  two  at  the  Llyn  Dwr  trig  point  on  May  25th;  CAERNARFON:  at  coastal  sites  one 
on  the  Great  Orme  on  Apr.  1 1th  and  one  on  Mynydd  Mawr  (Uwchmynydd)  on  May  30th.  In  the 
Cameddau  range,  there  were  8  on  Foel  Fras  on  May  7  with  4  here  on  the  9  and  four  on  Llwytmor 
on  May  12th;  ANGLESEY :  two  at  the  Range  on  May  8th. 

On  return  passage  there  were  two  at  Garreg  Lwyd,  CARMARTHEN  on  Oct.  11th,  two  on 
Plumstone  Mountain,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  1st,  one  on  Penyfan,  BRECON  on  Sep.  4th  and  singles 
on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  1 and  20th. 

GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria  CWT1AD  A  UR 

(C)  A  scarce  and  declining  breeding  species,  found  chiefly  on  the  upland  plateaux  of  Denbigh. 
Radnor,  Ceredigion  and  Brecon. 

Records  are  rather  incomplete  but  monthly  max.  at  major  wintering  areas  (holding  400  at  least 
once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Sker 

600 

600 

300 

104 

250 

530 

500 

920 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

1460 

250 

1300 

195 

2 

1580 

500 

2300 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

181 

1060 

0 

0 

562 

30 

1122 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

870 

320 

4 

173 

605 

760 

CAERNARFON 

Morfa  Dinlle 

520 

370 

310 

3 

3 

139 

190 

800 

900 

ANGLESEY 

Braint  est. 

80 

122 

810 

Cemlyn 

382 

470 

262 

212 

2 

103 

190 

270 

650 

Malltraeth 

910 

856 

14 

450 

1000 

1 

106 


Other  large  winter  flocks  in  coastal  counties  were:  14,000  at  Ginst  Point,  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan. 
1st  and  2,000  at  Kidwelli  on  the  4th;  PEMBROKE:  1,200  at  Castle  Martin  Cors  on  Jan.  5th;  c.  1,000 
at  Sprinkle  Pill  on  Jan.  10th;  1,000  at  Castle  Martin  on  Feb.  6th.  In  the  second  part  of  the  year  700  at 
Mynydd  Melyn  on  Oct.  24th,  1,000  on  the  Teifi  Est.  (also  CEREDIGION)  on  Dec.  23rd  and  1,000+ 
at  Castle  Martin  on  Dec.  30th;  1,000  at  the  Dyfi  Est.,  CEREDIGION  in  January,  November  and 
December,  2,030  at  Aberaeron  on  Dec.  5th,  550  at  Llansintffraid  on  Dec.  5th. 

Targe  inland  counts  include:  in  CARMARTHEN  2,500  at  Mynydd  Llanfihangel  rhos-y-com  on 
Oct.  10th  and  3,000  at  Hirsthouse  on  Nov.  7th;  in  CEREDIGION  300  at  Blaenanerch  in  December 
and  400  at  Capel  Cynon  on  Dec.  3rd;  BRECON:  210  at  the  Roman  Road,  Trecastle  on  Feb.  8th,  160 
on  Llandefalle  Hill  on  Oct.  23rd,  6-800  on  Mynydd  Epynt  on  Nov.  14th  and  1 50  +  at  the  Roman 
Road,  Trecastle  on  Dec.  25th.  400  at  Hell’s  Mouth,  CAERNARFON  on  Dec.  14,h. 

Records  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  pair  were  observed  holding 
territory  at  an  upland  site  in  the  north  of  the  recording  area  in  early  spring,  and  subsequently  bred; 
BRECON:  present  in  July  at  Gwaun-y-Pynt.  with  a  pair  and  broken  wing  distraction  observed,  and 
5  adults  and  4  juveniles  in  the  Black  Mountains  on  July  8th;  8-12  prs.  bred  in  RADNOR  (cf  10-14 
in  2002);  MEIRIONNYDDD:  at  least  one  pair  was  on  Camedd  y  Filiast  on  June  2nd  and  one  pair  on 
Moel  Ysgyfamogod  on  June  1 1th. 

GREY  PLOVER  P.  squatarola  CWT1AD  LLW}rD 

(C)  A  widespread  and  common  winter  visitor  to  Welsh  estuaries  and  spring  &  autumn  migrant. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  75  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

GLWR 

144 

60 

1 

2 

1 

55 

30 

26 

PW/SF 

71 

210 

1 

1 

1 

30 

28 

63 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

760 

235 

195 

20 

25 

65 

400 

235 

ANGLESEY 

Traeth  Abermenai 

27 

30 

39 

1 

22 

77 

Other  notable  counts  were:  43  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  in  February,  70  at  Freshwater 
West,  PEMBROKE  on  Jan.  11th,  35  at  Llanrhystud,  CEREDIGION  on  Feb.  11th,  146  at  Gronant, 
FLINT  on  Oct.  25tb. 


LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus  CORNCHWIGLEN 

(C)  Rapidly  declining  breeder  -  almost  extinct  as  a  breeder  in  many  counties.  It  is  also  a  winter 
visitor,  principally  in  coastal  areas  and  especially  when  there  is  hard  weather  to  the  east. 

Regular  counts  at  the  main  wintering  areas  (holding  counts  of  500  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Sept. 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

GLWR 

230 

130 

52 

5 

11 

40 

150 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

3655 

1765 

55 

10 

50 

690 

3100 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

1420 

1165 

786 

55 

210 

679 

810 

Taf 

184 

609 

151 

Gwendraeth 

1 13 

401 

69 

157 

865 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

762 

912 

0 

0 

53 

710 

2177 

CEREDIGION 

Dvfi  Est. 

2352 

297 

75 

106 

696 

1228 

2509 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

570 

290 

1 

1  10 

410 

590 

600 

Traeth  Lafan 

639 

224 

89 

72 

99 

450 

690 

ANGLESEY 

Aberffraw/Llyn  Coron 

1270 

140 

Alaw  Est. 

850 

817 

900 

Braint  Est. 

1120 

260 

245 

400 

540 

Cemlyn 

500 

272 

2 

5 

200 

550 

630 

Mall  traeth 

1200 

936 

580 

900+ 
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Large  flocks  elsewhere  were:  GOWER:  large  counts  in  the  Burn  Inlet  were  1240  at  WTuteford  on 
Feb.  18th,  3650  at  Weobley  on  Jan.  22nd  and  3010  here  on  Dec.  14th,  450  at  Llanrhidian  on  Jan.  2nd 
and  414  at  Upper  Loughor  on  Jan.  6th  with  494  here  on  Dec.  9th;  CARMARTHEN:  1,000  at 
Pembrey  Airfield  Dec.  24th,  500  at  Ginst  Point  Jan.  4th,  6-700  at  Kidwelli  on  Jan.  4th  and  400  at 
Hirsthouse  Nov.  7th;  PEMBROKE:  1,000  at  Sprinkle  Pill  on  Jan.  2LT,  2,000  at  Castle  Martin  on 
Feb.  6th,  c.  400  at  Little  Milford  21  Feb.  21st.  In  the  second  winter  period  c.  1 ,000  at  Camhedryn  on 
Oct.  14th,  455  at  Marloes  Mere  in  Nov.;  600  at  Castle  Martin  Corse  in  Nov;  830  on  the  Teifi  Est  on 
Nov.  15th  with  1,000  there  on  Dec.  23rd,  1,000  at  Castle  Martin  Corse  on  Dec.  30th; 
MEIRIONNYDD/CAERNARFON:  550  on  the  Glaslyn  at  Porthmadog  on  15th  Dec.  w7as  one  of  the 
highest  counts  at  this  site  for  many  years;  ANGLESEY:  flocks  totalling  c.5.000  were  seen  flying 
over  the  Menai,  Straits  on  1 1th  Nov.  11th  with  460  at  LlansadwTn  on  the  same  date.  1,000-*-  were 
estimated  at  the  Marine  Lake,  Rhyl,  FLINT  on  Jan.  1 9th. 


Breeding  records  are  as  follows  (data  was  not  received  from  the  main  breeding  sites  of  the  Dyfi 
Estuary  (CEREDIGION)  and  Dee  Valley  (DENBIGH  /  FLINT):  GWENT:  lpr.  Wentloog,  5  prs. 
Corns  Llanwern  (all  of  which  were  predated  by  foxes),  5  broods  GLWR.  5  prs.  Pwllmeyric  (but 
were  probably  ploughed  in),  2y  seen  at  Calidcot,  3  seen  displaying  near  St.  Pierre,  12  successful 
nests  at  Chain  Bridge,  1  pr.  Cwmbran,  4  prs.  in  maize  stubble  Llanarth.  lpr.  at  Dingestow7,  3prs. 
Trellech,  3  prs.  Parkwall,  3  nests  Gamlydan  (3y),  7  seen  during  the  breeding  season  at  Llanfair 
Kilgeddin  and  10  at  Manmood;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  confirmed  breeding  at  Colwinston  (2-1-  pairs), 
Llanilid  opencast  (10  pairs),  Parc  Slip  NR  (3  pairs)  and  Maescadlw^er  Fm,  Llangynwyd.  with 
probable  or  possible  breeding  at  1 1  other  sites;  GOWER:  confirmed  breeding  at  Baglan  Industrial 
Estate  (3-4  pairs),  Baglan  Moors  (2  pairs)  and  Brunei  Dock  (up  to  6  pairs),  with  probable  breeding 
at  two  other  sites  and  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  two  more;  17  prs.  fledged  6y  at 
Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN;  PEMBROKE:  8  males  held  territory  on  Ramsey,  6  young  fledged; 
up  to  6  pairs  at  Kilpaison,  but  no  chicks  fledged.  Present  at  Castle  Martin  Corse  May/June  but  no 
evidence  of  breeding;  BRECON:  33  pairs  were  recorded  at  11  sites  with  successful  breeding  at 
Gamlydan,  Llangasty,  Cefn  Moel,  Slwch  Farm,  Courtplyfyn  and  the  Roman  Road  near  Trecastle; 
unknown  outcomes  elsewhere;  fewer  than  50  prs.  in  RADNOR,  very  few  young  were  reared;  3prs. 
at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY;  CAERNARFON:  6  pairs  bred  at  Conwy  RSPB 
and  there  were  5+  pairs  on  territory  at  Cors  Geirch  on  25  March  25  ;  ANGLESEY:  13  pairs  bred 
at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB,  9-10  at  Valley  Wetlands  RSPB,  one  at  South  Stack  RSPB  and  one  at 
Cemlyn,  with  3  pairs  at  Cors  Erddreiniog  on  Apr.  9th . 


KNOT  Calidris  canutus  PIBYDD  YR  ABER 

(C)  An  abundant  winter  visitor  to  some  of  the  major  estuaries,  notably  the  Dee,  Burry,  Traeth 
Lafan  and  Severn.  Relatively  scarce  on  other  estuaries.  It  is  also  an  uncommon  passage  migrant  in 
spring  &  autumn  and  it  is  rare  inland. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

GLWR 

100 

180 

14 

7 

5 

130 

300 

200 

3 

1 

PW/SF 

500 

300 

1 

300 

400 

100 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

4440 

5585 

840 

175 

40 

505 

1400 

1400 

2300 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

251 

291 

152 

300 

32 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd/Fort  Belan 

450 

960 

520 

18 

4 

ANGLESEY 

Traeth  Abermenai 

730 

1730 

420 

70 

70 

190 

610 

610 

Other  notable  records  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  600  at  Rhymney  Est  on  Jan.  28th  and  1,750  at 


Rumney  Great  Wharf  on  Feb.  26th;  GOWER:  1,010  at  Landimore  Marsh  on  Feb.  1st;  PEMBROKE: 


a  total  of  99  passed  Strumble  Head  on  1 0  dates  Aug.  22nd  Sept.  22nd;  50  on  the  Dfvi  estuary, 
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CEREDIGION  on  Jan.  25th  and  75  at  Ynyshir  on  Aug.  30th;  BRECON:  one  at  Llangorse  on  Sept. 
20th;  MEIRIONNYDD:  200  on  Harlech  beach  on  Jan.  2nd.  There  was  one  albino  bird  at  Malltraeth. 
ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  8th  and  at  Traeth  Abermenai  on  Dec.  21st. 


SANDERLING  C.  alba  PIBYDD  Y  TYWOD 

(C)  A  winter  visitor,  locally  common  on  sandy  beaches  in  Flint,  Carmarthen  and  Glamorgan.  A 
spring  &  autumn  migrant  on  the  coast.  Scarce  inland. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


GLAMORGAN 

Blackpill 
Kcnfig  Beach 
Ken  fig  ri  vermouth 
Sker 
Port  Talbot  / 
Aberavon 
Burry  (S) 
CARMARTHEN 

Cefin  Sidan  - 
Telpyn  Point 
MEIRIONNYDD 

Morfa  Harlech 
CAERNARFON 

Morfa  Bvchan 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

280 

1 

172 

122 

30 

1 

5 

40 

78 

378 

5 

30 

3 

1270 

455 

100 

120  7 


Apr. 

May 

June 

23 

17 

20 

23 

70 

2 

10 

27 

1 


July 

Aug 

Sept. 

16 

4 

3 

42 

300+ 

225+ 

90 

109 

29 

7 

1 50+ 

1 

10 

28 

60 

250 


Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

414 

426 

344 

45 

1 

197 

97 

140 

80 

25 

325 

30 

200 

40 


Other  notable  counts  were:  GOWER:  140  at  Weobley  Saltings  on  Oct.  29th,  with  80  here  on  Nov. 
21st/27th,  142  near  East  Pier,  Swansea  on  Feb.  21st  and  286  at  Crymlyn  Refinery  Beach  on  Jan.  28th 
with  70  here  on  Dec.  4th;  PEMBROKE:  28  passed  Strumble  Head  on  4  dates,  Aug  22nd  25th,  max 
18  on  22nd;  a  poor  spring  passage  on  the  Dyfi,  CEREDIGION  but  195  at  Ynyslas  on  July  18th;  200+ 
at  Gronant  Beach.  FLINT  on  Oct.  25th. 


Inland  records  were:  BRECON:  two  birds  roosting  with  Golden  Plovers  near  Llywel,  Mynydd 
Epynt  on  Oct.  1 5th. 


LITTLE  STINT  C  minuta 

PIBYDD  BACH 

(B)  An  uncommon  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers  to  coastal  areas ,  principally  in  autumn  and 

has  occasionally  wintered.  It  is  rare  inland. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr.  May  June  July 

Aug.  Sept. 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

GWENT 

\ 

2  5 

2 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

1 

2 

GOWER 

2 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

PEMBROKE 

3 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

2 

MEIRIONNYDD 

2 

CAERNARFON  1  1 

1 

2  2 

2  '  1 

ANGLESEY 

4 

WHITE  -  RUMPED  SANDPIPER 

Cali  dr  is  fuscicollis 

PIBYDD  TIN  WEN 

(A)  A  scarce  visitor. 

Adult,  GLWR  Go  1  del  iff,  GWENT  on  July  2nd. 
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PIBYDD  CAPS 


PECTORAL  SANDPIPER  Calidris  melanotos 

(A)  A  scarce  visitor. 

All  records  were  of  juveniles  at  Kenfig  rivermouth,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Aug.  30th,  Skomer  on 
Sept.  19th,  at  Llangorse,  BRECON  on  Sept.  29th  -  Oct.  2nd  (first  record  for  the  county)  and  at  Llyn 
Alaw,  ANGLESEY  on  Sept.  12th. 

Additional  record  for  2002  of  a  juv.  at  Foryd  Bay,  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  1st. 

CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.  ferruginea  PIBYDD  CAMBIG 

(B)  An  uncommon  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas,  recorded  in  every  month  but  principally  in 


autumn,  relatively  numerous  in  some  years. 
Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Rare  inland 

Jan  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept.  Oct.  Nov 

GWENT 

f  2 

i 

4 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

3 

GOWER 

4 

CARMARTHEN 

i 

7  3 

PEMBROKE 

5  1 

CEREDIGION 

4 

3 

MEIRIONNYDD  1 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

2 

15 

1 

1 

1  i 

4 

tU 

Largest  counts  were  of  4  at  Kidwelli,  CARMARTHEN  on  Sept.  12th  and  4  at  Ynyslas. 
CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  26lh. 

PURPLE  SANDPIPER  C.  maritima  PIBYDD  DU 

(C)  A  fairly  common  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  coastal  areas  with  rocky  shorelines. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  10  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Aug. 

Sep. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Ogmore  by  Sea 

6 

12 

11 

2 

Pori  Eynon  Point 
CAERNARFON 

20 

22 

20 

22 

8 

Bardsey 

61 

108 

65 

73 

71 

4 

17 

38 

53 

80 

ANGLESEY 

Cemlyn 

11 

10 

9 

3 

4 

1 

-> 

J 

10 

13 

Penmon  Point 
Point  Lynas 
Trearddur  Bay 

15 

8 

1 1 

22 

The  108  recorded  on  Bardsey  in  February  was  a  record  for  the  island.  Other  counts  of  10  or  more 
were:  PEMBROKE:  10  in  Fishguard  Harbour  on  Jan.  26Ih;  max.  of  1 1  in  the  first  winter  period  at 
Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  and  10  in  the  second  winter  period:  CAERNARFON:  10  at  Penrhyn 
Bay  on  Jan.  1 1th;  ANGLESEY:  10  between  Aberffraw  and  Porth  Cwyfan  on  Jan.  24th. 

DUNLIN  C.  alpina  PIBYDD  T  M4 \VN 

(C)  A  scarce  and  local  breeder ,  restricted  to  a  few  poorly  drained  upland  moors  with  scattered 
pools.  An  abundant  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1.000  at 
least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


GWENT 


St.  Brides 
GLW'R 
Gndy 
PW/SF 

GI  AMORGAN 

Rhymney  Est. 
Burry  (S) 
Blackpill 
CARMARTHEN 

Gwendraeth 

Penclacwydd 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 
CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lalan 
ANGLESEY 
Traeth  Abermenai 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

1950 

5 

3000 

3000 

80 

3000 

3000 

25 

2160 

2000 

350 

800 

1300 

50 

6505 

10000 

2995 

1136 

1300 

515 

639 

772 

430 

172 

237 

3405 

5417 

9 

4419 

4218 

500 

1250 

470 

Apr. 

May 

June 

28 

85 

180 

625 

120 

15 

400 

51 

50 

25 

24 

40 

38 

30 

15 

10 

36 

132 

15 

9 


July 

Aug 

Sept 

22 

2 

194 

750 

350 

8 

100 

250 

30 

180 

55 

90 

100 

2650 

2120 

12 

195 

110 

50 

1  1 

6 

123 

196 

551 


350 


Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

3 

430 

250 

3000 

350 

511 

350 

800 

1200 

2 

150 

800 

4200 

3655 

100 

1080 

1 100 

974 

235 

512 

1250 

450 

325 

357 

2536 

3234 

830 

3044 

5715 

200  700 


Large  numbers  elsewhere  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  3000  at  Cardiff  Heliport  bay  on  Dec.  22nd; 
GOWER:  7580  at  Weobley  Saltings  on  Feb.  20th  and  3615  here  on  Nov.  27th,  2760  at  Berthlwyd  on 
Jan.  30th;  597  at  Cefn  Sidan,  CARMARTHEN  in  February,  1208  in  November  and  624  in 
December.  3,000  at  Gronant  Beach,  FLINT  on  Jan.  31st. 


A  total  of  350  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  24  dates  from  July  30th  -  Nov.  15lh,  max  72 
on  Aug.  25th. 

Inland  records  were:  BRECON:  one  at  Llangasty  Feb.  10th  -  May  1 1th.  with  2-6  birds  here  on  four 
dates  between  Apr.  9lh  and  May  5th  and  one  at  Glasbury  on  Apr.  26th.  On  return  passage  there  were 
1-3  birds  at  Llangasty  on  29  dates  between  July  23rd  and  Dec.  3 1st. 


Breeding  and  possible  breeding  records  were:  bred  in  NE  CEREDIGION;  5-11  prs.  bred  in 
RADNOR  (cf  6-8  prs.  in  2002);  CAERNARFON:  a  pair  were  displaying  and  trilling  at  Morfa 
Madrvn  on  May  14th  and  three  pairs  were  showing  signs  of  breeding  activity  here  on  June  10th,  with 
display,  copulating  and  birds  apparently  sitting. 


RUFF  Philomachus pugncix  P1BYDD  TORCHOG 


(B)  A  fairly  common  passage 
winters. 

migrant  in 

small  numbers, 

principally 

in 

autumn. 

Occasionally 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb 

Mar.  Apr. 

May  June  July  Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

GWENT 

4  4 

L 

1  7 

1 

3 

E.  GLAMORGAN  5 

3 

1 

GOWER 

3 

1 

CARMARTHEN 

l 

5 

5 

PEMBROKE 

l 

3 

2 

1 

1 

CEREDIGION  1 

1 

3 

1 

BRECON  1 

MONTGOMERY 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

CAERNARFON 

8 

10 

1 

ANGLESEY 

1  10 

2 

1 
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JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus  GIACH  FACH 


( B )  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Approximate  monthly  totals 

were: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar.  Apr.  Aug  Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

GWENT 

1 

1 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

9 

4 

4  1 

9 

4 

6 

GOWER 

5 

I 

4 

2 

3 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

1 

1 

PEMBROKE 

2 

I  1 

3 

3 

BRECON 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

CAERNARFON 

2 

2 

1  1 

2 

2 

2 

ANGLESEY 

1 

2 

2  3  11 

1 

14 

10 

CLWYD 

The  largest  counts  were  8  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  Feb.  17Ih,  9  at  Red  Wharf  Bay 
ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  15th  with  6  here  on  Dec.  24th. 

SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIACH  GYFFREDIF 

(C)  A  widespread  breeding  bird,  nesting  in  all  counties  but  in  small  and  declining  numbers.  Substantial 
numbers  in  winter. 

Monthly  max.  at  sites  with  significant  winter  counts  of  40  or  more  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

East  Aberthaw 

5 

42 

12 

1 

9 

L. 

3 

1 

15 

Llanilid 

75 

20 

15 

4 

3 

2 

55 

20 

Kenfig  Pool 

3 

1 

8 

5 

2 

6 

5 

44 

Kenfig  Saltmarsh 

45 

27 

23 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

69 

32 

52 

3 

3 

3 

7 

162 

27 

PEMBROKE 

Castle  Martin  Corse 

54 

79 

125 

Cleddau  Est. 

132 

182 

10 

0 

10 

153 

213 

CEREDIGION 

Cors  Caron 

81 

43 

21 

79 

95 

52 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy  RSPB 

4 

3 

2 

16 

84 

Traeth  Lafan 

50 

59 

25 

1 

60+ 

45 

ANGLESEY 

Cors  Crugyil 

53 

45 

19 

2 

1 

7 

27 

108 

Red  Wharf  Bay 

50 

70 

110 

Other  significant  counts  were  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  roost  on  a  stubble  field  at  Locks  Lane  - 
Porthcawl,  with  high  numbers  from  Feb.  14th  to  Mar.  4th,  peaking  at  40  on  Feb.  21bt;  GOWER:  an 
exceptional  250  at  Pant  y  Sais  on  Feb.  3rd,  65  at  Penclawdd  on  Mar.  5th.  65  at  Burry  (S)  in  March, 
60  at  Port  Tennant  Canal  on  Dec.  18th;  50  at  Kidwelli,  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan.  1st;  PEMBROKE: 
70  at  Newgale  on  Jan.  12th,  58  at  St.  David’s  airfield  in  Jan.,  310  at  Newgale  Marsh  on  Dec.  3rd: 
BRECON:  31  at  Y  Gors  on  Nov.  1st;  MEIRIONNYDD:  56  at  the  Glaslyn  Pools,  Porthmadog  on 
Nov.  22nd;  ANGLESEY:  61  at  Malltraeth  on  Nov.  13lh  and  69  at  the  Dulas  estuary  on  Dec.  8th. 

Breeding  records  were:  in  GWENT:  a  single  displaying  at  Trefil  on  June  1st,  2  displaying  at 
Garnlydan  on  July  5th  and  a  pair  at  Chain  Bridge;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  although  breeding 
undoubtedly  occurs  in  the  wet  uplands  there  was  no  evidence  of  it  this  year;  BRECON:  good 
numbers  recorded,  with  42-44  territories  located,  mainly  in  the  W  and  N  of  the  county,  with  22-24 
of  these  on  Mynydd  Epynt;  10-12  prs.  Bred  at  the  William  condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY; 
CAERNARFON:  at  least  one  drumming  at  Llyn  Bodgynydd  on  June  7th,  one  singing  by  Llyn  Du 
near  Prenteg  on  June  11th  and  one  was  on  territory'  (chipper  call)  on  N  side  of  Afon  Dulvn  at 
SH7368  on  June  13th. 

LONG-BILLED  DOWITCHER  Limnodromus  scolopaceus  GIACH  GYLFIN-HIR 

(B)  A  vagrant 

Additional  record  for  2002,  one  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  Oct.  16th  Dec.  8th  at  least. 
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WOODCOCK  Scolopax  rusticola  CYFFYLOG 

(C)  A  regular  breeder  in  small  numbers  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke  &  Anglesey.  It  is 
w  idespread  and  common  /  abundant  in  winter. 

All  records  of  roding  birds  or  possible  breeders  are  given  and  all  would  be  welcome,  as  the  breeding 
status  of  this  species  in  Wales  remains  poorly  understood:  GWENT:  roding  heard  at  Mynydd  Ddu, 
Trelleck  &  Beacon  Hill  and  up  to  8  at  Wentwood;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  pair  was  present  at  Llanilid 
in  Apr.,  with  3  present  here  on  the  26  ,  however  no  breeding  took  place  this  year  due  to  disturbance 
by  hunters  in  the  breeding  season.  Singles  were  reported  at  two  other  sites  in  the  breeding  season; 
GOWER:  one  male  was  found  in  Rheola  Forest  on  Apr.  23rd  and  May  30th  during  the  BTO 
Woodcock  Survey;  roding  heard  at  the  Crychan,  CARMARTHEN;  6  were  counted  roding  at  4  sites 
in  RADNOR  (same  as  in  2002);  MEIRIONNYDD:  one  was  roding  near  Llandecwyn  on  June  1 1th; 
CAERNARFON:  the  species  was  not  recorded  during  breeding  season  at  Llyn  Bodgynydd,  where 
there  are  usually  records  of  roding  birds. 

Maximum  passage  and  wintering  counts  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  4  on  Hirwaun  Ind.Est  on  Feb. 
1st;  PEMBROKE:  5  at  Geliy  on  Jan.  2nd  and  5  at  Little  Milford  on  Feb.  26th;  BRECON:  6  at  Battle 
Hill  on  Dec.  20th;  ANGLESEY:  10  along  a  400  metre  track  in  Newborough  Forest  at  dawn  on  Nov. 
15th. 

BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa  RHOSTOG  G YNFFONDD U 

(C)  A  common  spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant;  it  is  common  to  abundant  and  increasing  in 
winter  on  the  Dee. 

This  was  a  very  good  year  for  this  species,  with  site  or  county  record  numbers  recorded  at 
Llangorse  BRECON,  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  MEIRIONNYDD  and  Malltraeth  ANGLESEY. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  50  or  more  at  least  once)  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr. 

May 

June  ■ 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR 

3 

14 

40 

35 

13 

42 

300 

221 

150 

42 

100 

Peterstone  W  /  SF 
GLAMORGAN 

8 

3 

1 

120 

254 

340 

Burry  (S) 

1 

10 

60 

60 

25 

35 

180 

130 

135 

145 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

47 

43 

45 

78 

72 

56 

17 

184 

230 

178 

159 

155 

PEMBROKE 

Pembroke  MP 

14 

20 

50 

48 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

3 

2 

4 

5 

1 

1 

13 

59 

52 

31 

22 

ANGLESEY 

Malltraelh 

8 

15 

1 

10 

37 

61 

60 

28 

60 

Other  notable  counts  were  146  at  Llanrhidian  GOWER  on  Dec.  1st  and  84  on  the  Upper  Loughor  on 
Oct.  28th;  75  at  the  Gwendraeth  Estuary,  CARMARTHEN  in  October,  170  on  the  Taf  Est.  in 
December  and  250  at  Kidwelli  on  Nov.  5l  . 

One  was  observed  displaying  at  GLWR  Goldcliff  on  Mar.  31st. 

Inland  records  were  one  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  in  mid  August,  one  at  Llangorse  BRECON  on 
Apr.  29th  and  on  return  passage  an  unprecedented  25-r  at  Llangorse  on  Aug.  12th  with  2  there  on 
Sep.  11th. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L  lapponica  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONFR1TH 

(C)  A  common  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor,  more  numerous  in  autumn  than  spring.  It  is 
rare  away  from  the  coasts  but  has  been  recorded  in  all  inland  counties. 

Small  numbers  occur  in  most  coastal  counties  but  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding 
counts  of  70  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 
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Jan. 

Feb 

Mar. 

Apr  May  June  July 

Aug  Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov  Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

280 

55 

65 

5  5  1 

5  5 

30  20 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

138 

1  10 

70 

22 

13 

12 

ANGLESEY 

A  law  estuary 
Traeth  Abermenai 

18 

85 

119 

75 

121 

57  9  16 

5 

5 

58 

61 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  130  at  Towyn  Point,  CARMARTHEN  Feb.  16lr  and  124  on  the 
Towy  Estuary  in  November;  in  CEREDGIGION  30  passing  Borth  on  Apr.  25!h.  60  at  Aberaeron  on 
the  same  day,  passage  off  there  until  Apr.  26th  when  150  were  logged  between  Llanrhystud  and 
Aberaeron. 

A  total  of  72  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  5  dates,  Aug.  3Ll  -  Sept.  16lh.  max  58  on 
Sept.  8th. 


WHIMBREL  Numenius  phaeopus  C  ’ OEG  YLFINIR 

(C)  Locally  common  in  coastal  counties  on  spring  and  autumn  passage ,  scarce  inland,  small 
numbers  occasionally  over-winter.  The  spring  passage  predominates. 

Wintering  birds  were:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  single  at  the  Cardiff  Bay  LNR  on  Feb.  11th; 
PEMBROKE:  a  single  on  Skokholm  until  Dec.  2nd;  CAERNARFON:  the  usual  two  birds  wintering 
on  Bardsey  in  the  first  part  of  the  year. 

Spring  passage  Feb.  20th  -  June  30th,  main  autumn  passage,  July  1st  -  Oct.  14th. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  45  at  least  once)  are  tabulated. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov 

GWENT 

Undy 

47 

9 

3 

8 

*7 

/ 

Peterstone  W. 

63 

60 

2 

5 

4 

2 

GLWR 

50+ 

40+ 

6 

2 

4 

1 

GLAMORGAN 

Sker  Pt 

37 

63 

2 

2 

5 

Burry  (S) 

165 

390 

1 

40 

30 

CAERNARFON 

Bardsey  1 

4 

3 

37 

159 

6 

9 

10 

15 

/ 

6 

The  count  of  159  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  May  4lh  is  a  county  record.  Other  counts  of  50  or 
more  were:  GOWER:  exceptional  counts  of  468  at  W  est  Cross.  Lower  Beach  on  Apr.  28th  and  a 
max.  of  840  in  Swansea  Bay  between  Blackpill  and  West  Cross  later  the  same  day;  PEMBROKE: 
64  on  Skokholm  Apr.  28lh;  MEIRIONNYDD:  a  site  record  130  at  Porthmadog  Cob  on  Apr.  28" 

Inland,  there  were  7  at  Llangasty  BRECON  on  Apr.  25th  and  singles  at  Llangorse  on  May  18l!'  and 
Sept.  27th,  with  one  freshly  killed,  possibly  by  a  Peregine.  at  Crychan  Forest  on  Aug.  28  ".  7  at  Llyn 
Coed  y  Dinas,  MONTGOMERY  Apr.  28th  and  one  at  Dolydd  Hafren  Apr.  9th. 

A  total  of  136  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  18  dates  July  30th  -  Sept.  7th,  max  39  on 
July  31st. 

CURLEW  N.  arquatus  G YLFINIR 

(C)  A  fairly  common  and  widespread  but  declining  breeding  species  throughout  most  of  Wales  but 
local  in  Pembroke  and  the  coastal  fringe  of  south  Wales.  It  is  an  abundant  winter  visitor  to  coastal 
areas ,  where  small  numbers  are  present  all  year  round.  Very  small  numbers  winter  inland. 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  500  at  least 
once)  are  tabulated. 
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Jan 

Feb.  Mar. 

Apr 

'  May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

Undy 

625 

500  400 

1  1 

55 

525 

450 

525 

650 

555 

619 

GLAMORGAN ’ 

Burry  (S) 

532 

448  353 

68 

166 

115 

805 

878 

1012 

921 

861 

306 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

322 

225  370 

76 

23 

400 

1300 

1733 

1  115 

870 

470 

181 

T/T/G 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est 

904 

727  282 

201 

2564 

1678 

1209 

585 

727 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

468 

81  1  76 

265 

19 

103 

228 

598 

627 

778 

882 

597 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

1392 

1922  1690 

824 

450 

1020 

21  18 

1967 

2056 

723 

1433 

The  highest  counts  from  the  inland  counties  were  37  at  Ffordd-fawT,  Glasbury  BRECON  from  Jan. 
to  early  March  and  35  here  in  November  &  December  and  86  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY 
in  January  &  50  in  November. 

Breeding  records  were:  GWENT:  a  nest  with  4  eggs  was  found  at  Garnlydan  and  individuals  were 
heard  during  the  summer  months  at  Llanlloweil,  Magor,  01  way  Meadows,  Llansey,  Goytre  and 
Manmoel;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  records  of  birds  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  at  12  sites,  most  along 
the  Gelligaer  ridge  with  pairs  exhibiting  breeding  behaviour  at  Gelligaer,  Tir  y  Felin.  Bargoed, 
Quakers  Yard,  Rhigos  and  Hirwaun;  GOWER:  present  at  Gwrhyd  Mt.  in  the  breeding  season; 
PEMBROKE:  5  pairs  nested  on  Skomer;  BRECON:  a  continued  decline  was  noted  in  the  north  of 
the  county,  with  record  low  numbers  on  Mynydd  Epynt  (4  pairs)  and  at  other  sites  (5-6  pairs). 
Elsewhere,  26  pairs  were  located  compared  with  30  in  2002,  with  confirmed  breeding  along  the 
Roman  Road  (2  pairs  +  fledged  young),  Gors  Llwyn  (1  fledged  young)  and  Trembyd,  Llanwrthwl; 
3  prs.  were  unsuccessful  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  and  2  pairs  similarly  at  Guilsfield;  at 
least  88  prs.  bred  in  RADNOR  but  with  very  poor  breeding  success  on  improved  land; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  at  least  four  pairs  were  on  Mynydd  Mynyllod  on  June  10th  and  several  vocal 
birds  were  noted  over  improved  pasture  between  Cynwyd  and  Llandrillo,  in  the  east  of  the  county 
on  June  11th;  ANGLESEY:  There  were  two  pairs  at  Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB.  but  they  are  not 
thought  to  have  bred  successfully.  A  pair  w'as  recorded  at  Cors  Erddreiniog  on  Mar.  23rd  and  Apr. 
9th  and  there  were  two  pairs  at  Cors  Bodeilio  on  7th  April  with  one  pair  on  territory  at  Felinengan, 
Penmynydd  Road. 


SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringa  erythropus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 

(B)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  to  coastal  counties  chiefly  in  autumn.  Small 
numbers  over-wdnter  on  the  Dee,  Burry  and  Cleddau.  Rare  inland. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Jan.  Feb. 

GWENT 

E.  GLAMORGAN 
GOWER  1 

CARMARTHEN  3  5 

PEMBROKE  3  3 

CEREDIGION  1 

MEIRIONNYDD 
CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY  1 


Mar. 

1 

6 

1 

1 


Apr. 

1 


3 


1 

1 


May 


2 


June 


July 


1 


Aug. 

2 

3 

3 

1 


Sept. 

3 

I 


1 

1 

4 

9 


Oct  Nov.  Dec. 


1 

10  6  5 

2 
3 


5  3 


A  total  of  1 1  were  counted  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  on  Sept.  17th.  Inland  a  single  at  Cors 
Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  24th  -  25th  and  2  there  Oct.  1st  -  21st. 
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REDSHANK  T.  totanus  PIBYDD  C'OESGOCH 

(C)  A  scarce  and  declining  breeding  species,  con  fined  chie  fly  to  salt-marshes  but  with  a  few  pairs 
inland.  Abundant  wintering  population 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Ocl. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

Mathern 

17 

39 

72 

6 

300 

30 

130 

PW/SF 

210 

100 

103 

50 

4 

25 

60 

61 

106 

366 

100 

160 

GLAM. 

Rhymney  Est 

450 

1000 

340 

400 

4 

70 

430 

500 

850 

550 

650 

Rhymney 

60 

2 

1 13 

367 

186 

GW 

Burry  (S) 

290 

685 

300 

25 

1 

25 

320 

270 

610 

350 

135 

CARM. 

Penclacwydd 

PEMBROKE 

152 

16 

225 

162 

5 

137 

21 A 

192 

271 

141 

36 

9 

Cleddau  Est. 
CAERNARFON 

596 

537 

256 

-> 

405 

287 

361 

590 

776 

Foryd  Bay 

230 

240 

320 

62 

4 

31 

260 

310 

310 

280 

270 

Traeth  Lafan 

1 1  10 

1525 

832 

148 

137 

101 

470 

983 

1248 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  450-500  on  the  Gwendraeth  Est.,  CARMARTHEN  on  Aug.  30th, 
250  at  Kidwelli  on  Nov.  5lh  and  220  at  Lleidi  rivermouth  Nov.  4th,  294  at  the  Towy  Est.  in 
November,  197  at  the  Gwendraeth  Est.  in  September  and  185  at  Upper  Loughor  in  October;  1 15  at 
Point  of  Air,  FLINT  on  Mar.  28th,  120  at  Rhyl  harbour  on  Apr.  13'  ,  250  at  Connate s  Quay  on  July 
24th,  3,000  there  on  Aug.  14th. 

Reports  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  GWENT:  6  prs.  bred  at  GLWR  and  2  pairs  on 
territory  below  Peterstone  Wentloog  /  Sluice  Farm  in  March;  8  prs.  bred  at  Penclacwvdd, 
CARMARTHEN;  2-3  prs.  attempted  to  breed  in  RADNOR  (cf.  1-3  in  2002);  CAERNARFON:  a 
pair  attempted  to  breed  at  Conwy  RSPB,  but  the  nest  was  predated;  ANGLESEY:  two  pairs  bred  at 
an  Anglesey  RSPB  site. 

GREENSHANK  7  nebularia  PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

(D)  Locally  common  in  coastal  areas  on  passage,  chiefly  in  autumn.  Small  numbers  over-winter  in 
Anglesey,  Caernarfon .  Glamorgan  and  Pembroke.  It  is  uncommon  inland. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  20  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  below: 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GOWER 

Burry  (S) 

1 

2 

2 

20 

20 

1 

1 

1 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

2 

1 

3 

4 

3 

7 

28 

56 

74 

69 

6 

4 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

18 

15 

1  1 

21 

33 

32 

19 

18 

Pembroke  MP 

3 

9 

2 

9 

2 

7 

12 

32 

33 

14 

CAERNARFON 

Aber  Ogwen 

8 

8 

7 

1 

2 

6 

8 

1 1 

24 

12 

12 

Foryd  Bay 

6 

6 

6 

6 

1 1 

19 

18 

21 

16 

8 

Large  counts  on  the  Dyfi.  CEREDIGION  included:  16  at  Aberleri  on  Aug.  6th.  13  at  Aber  Clettwr, 
on  the  23rd  and  1 8  at  Ynyshir  on  the  1 8th. 

Other  winter  records  were:  GOWER:  singles  wintering  in  the  Burry  Inlet  from  Jan.  8th  to  Feb.  17,n. 
and  in  the  second  winter  period  singles  again  here  between  Whiteford  and  Berth-lwvd  Oct.  26th- 
Dec.  30th  and  2  at  Upper  Loughor  on  Dec.  9th  and  21st;  PEMBROKE:  2  at  the  Teifi  estuary  on  Jan. 

30th  and  one  here  Feb.  14th:  ANGLESEY:  5  at  the  Alaw  estuary  in  Jan.  and  one  here  in  Feb.;  two  at 
Cemlyn  and  singles  at  the  Braint  estuary  and  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  in  Dec,  i 
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Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

1 

4 

I 

1 

2 

23 

16 

5 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

8 

3 

2 

30 

7 

GOWER 

1 

1 

2 

4 

23 

9 

1 

1 

2 

CARMARTHEN 

2 

1 

3 

4 

3 

7 

35 

57 

125 

69 

6 

4 

PEMBROKE 

23 

25 

13 

9 

1 

3 

8 

58 

89 

33 

53 

32 

BRECON 

3 

3 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

6 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

6 

CAERNARFON 

15 

14 

13 

9 

1 

2 

20 

40 

35 

46 

29 

20 

ANGLESEY 

5 

1 

7 

2 

2 

6 

23 

24 

5 

4 

4 

LESSER  YELLOWLEGS  Tringaflavipes  MELYNGOES  BACH 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

A  1st  winter  was  seen  at  Dale,  PEMBROKE  Oct.  19th  -  Nov.  16th,  then  at  Newgale  Dec.  5!h  -  6th 
before  returning  to  Dale,  wintering  until  Easter  2004. 


GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus  PIBYDD  GWYRDD 

(C)  A  regular  passage  migrant  and  w  inter  visitor  in  small  numbers  to  all  counties. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


GWENT 

E.  GLAMORGAN 
GOWER 
CARMARTHEN 
Penclacwydd 
PEMBROKE 
CEREDIGION 
MEIRIONNYDD 
CAERNARFON 
ANGLESEY 


Jan.  Feb  Mar 

1  1  3 

8  4  7 

1  1  3 

2  3 

1 

3  4  0 

3  2 

2 

1  2  I 

1 


Apr. 

12 

4 

4 


2 


1 


May 


June 

2 

-> 


July 

2 

10 

4 

9 


1 

2 


Aug 

25 

12 

2 

15 

22 

10+ 

1 

3 


Sept. 

9 

7 

4 

1 


2 

1 


Oct 

3 

13 

2 


Nov. 

7 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 


Dec. 

5 

7 

1 

4 

2 

2 

1 

1 


Large  counts  included:  10  at  Red  Nash  Pools,  GWENT  on  Oct.  8lh;  5  at  Commissioner's  Bridge, 
CARMARTHEN  Aug.  3rd  and  5  at  Dinefwr  Pools  on  Aug.  17th;  up  to  5  at  Cors  Caron. 
CEREDIGION  in  August,  5  at  Ynyshir  on  Aug.  29th.  14  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  on 
July  26th,  and  singles  at  3  other  sites. 


Maximum  wintering  numbers  were  6  on  the  R.  Ely,  Pendoylan  E.  GLAMORGAN  in  January  and 
again  6  here  in  December.  At  least  3  wintered  on  the  Lower  Wye,  RADNOR. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  glareola  PIBYDD  Y  GRAEAN 

(B)  A  scarce  passage  migrant  recorded  in  every  county ,  principally  in  the  autumn  but  with  a 
scattering  of  spring  records. 

All  records  were  of  singles:  at  GLWR  Goldcliff.  GWENT  on  July  2nd;  at  Llanilid,  E. 
GLAMORGAN  on  Aug.  11th;  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  on  Aug!  15th  and  Sept.  21sl;  in 
PEMBROKE  at  Skokholm  Aug.  9th  and  at  Pembroke  Mill  Pond  from  Aug.  12th  -  26th;  at  Ynyshir, 
CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  13th;  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  July  27th;  at  Dolydd  Hafren. 
MONTGOMERY  July  26th  and  Aug.  29th  31st;  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  Aug.  5th  and  Conwy 
RSPB  on  Aug.  8th. 


COMMON  SANDPIPER  Ac  tit  is  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y  DORLAN 

(C)  A  summer  visitor  that  breeds  in  all  counties  except  Pembroke,  albeit  sporadically  in  Anglesey 
and  Flint.  Very  small  numbers  over-winter. 

Records  of  wintering  birds  were  GWENT:  on  the  Wye  at  Piercefield  on  Jan.  26th  and  at 
Abergavenny  on  Nov.  16th;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  single  at  the  Ogmore  Est  on  Jan.  10th;  GOWER: 
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one  on  the  tidal  R.  Afan  from  January  to  March,  singles  on  the  R.  Neath  at  Cadoxton,  Neath  town 
centre  and  Neath  Abbey  Marsh  from  Jan.  10th  -  Mar.  2nd,  singles  in  the  Burry  Inlet  from  Jan.  2nd  - 
Mar.  23rd  with  2  at  Penclawdd  on  Mar.  9th  and  15th,  2  at  Three  Cliffs  Bay  on  Feb.  27th,  and  in  the 
second  winter  period  singles  at  Penclawdd  and  the  Afan  Est.  Nov.  C1  -  Dec.  14th,  with  2  on  the 
Afan  Est.  on  Nov.  1st  and  Dec.  14th;  CARMARTHEN:  at  Commissioners’  Bridge  in  Februarv;  on 
the  river  Teifi,  PEMBROKE  /  CEREDIGION  2002-2003;  BRECON:  one  at  Glasburv  on  March  9th 
and  12  was  probably  the  overwintering  bird  from  Dec.  2002;  CAERNARFON:  two  birds  on  Afon 
Conwy  at  Tal-y-Cafn  on  Jan.  4th  with  one  here  on  many  dates  to  Feb.  19lh  and  two  here  again  on 
Dec.  29th. 

Breeding  records  for  this  species  are  incomplete.  GWENT:  2  prs.  at  Garnlydan,  probably  3  prs.  at 
Pandy/  Great  Goytre  (Monnow),  single  pairs  at  Llanllowell,  Abergavenny;  E. GLAMORGAN:  pairs 
were  in  suitable  breeding  territory  at  Butetown  Pond,  Parc  Taf  Bargod  in  Trelewis  and  Cwm 
Bargod  nr  Bedlinog  and  birds  were  also  seen  at  5  other  possible  breeding  sites,  though  no 
confirmed  breeding;  GOWER:  one  pair  bred  at  Llangyfelach  New  Pond,  with  birds  present  in  the 
breeding  season  on  R.  Neath  at  Ynys  y  Garwan,  Clyne.  Tonna  and  Resolven  and  also  at  Rheola 
Pond  and  Llansamlet  Industrial  Estate;  BRECON:  4  pairs  fledged  young  and  1  pair  failed  at  Ffordd 
Fawr  -  Llyswen,  9  territories  were  noted  at  Talybont  -  Pencelli,  2  territories  at  Llanwrthwl,  2  pairs 
on  Afon  Llia  with  copulation  seen,  one  pair  fledged  young  on  Afon  Twrch  and  3  pairs  at  Pentwyn  - 
Crug  Irfon,  with  breeding  also  recorded  on  the  Usk  and  Talybont  reservoirs;  67  pairs  located  during 
an  incomplete  survey  of  RADNOR;  3-4  prs.  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  and  20  were 
counted  at  Lake  Vymwy  in  July;  MEIRIONNYDD:  at  least  4  pairs  were  present  at  Llyn 
Trawsfynydd  on  June  29lh,  two  of  which  probably  had  young.  Other  pairs  in  probable  breeding 
locations  were  one  on  Afon  Lliw  at  Blaenlliw  on  June  28th,  one  on  the  headwaters  of  Afon 
Mawddach  in  Cwm  yr  Allt  Lwyd  on  July  4lh  and  one  on  Afon  Serw'  on  July  12th;  CAERNARFON: 
birds  were  seen  in  likely  breeding  locations  at  8  sites. 

Passage  was  recorded  from  March  28th  with  return  passage  from  June  25lllto  Oct.  27th.  Passage  max. 
E. GLAMORGAN:  12  at  Ogmore  on  July  17th  and  15  at  Sker  on  July  29Ul.  GOWER:  9  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  on  Apr.  22nd,  14  at  Berth-lwyd  on  July  27th;  CAERNARFON:  8  in  Foryd  Bay  on  July  20lh 

.  TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

(C)  An  abundant  wader  on  the  coast ,  a  passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn  but  most  numerous 
and  widespread  in  winter.  A  few  non-breeding  birds  are  present  throughout  the  summer.  It  is  rare 
inland. 


The  monthly 

max. 

at  the 

main 

sites  (holding  counts  of  45 

at  least  once) 

are  tabulated  below 

available. 

.Jan. 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June  July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec 

GWENT 

GoldclitT 

10 

50 

40 

14 

2  3 

1 

1 

21 

Undy 

45 

2 

2 

3 

GLAMORGAN 

Blackpill 

9 

74 

56 

16 

3 

Cardiff 

30 

45 

25 

40 

45 

87 

foreshore 

Porthcawl 

23 

15 

2 

18 

36 

76 

10 

12 

Mumbles  Pier 

96 

I  1 

2 

31 

1 10 

21 

10 

Burry  (S) 

70 

75 

40 

40 

2 

10 

315 

320 

355 

SwanseaDocks 

PEMBROKE 

83 

40 

58 

15 

88 

Cleddau  est 

36 

27 

16 

6 

15 

107 

18 

CEREDIGION 

Aberaeron 

55 

48 

70 

75 

48 

1 1 

48 

CAERNARFON 

Bardsey 

48 

47 

45 

34 

28 

12  15 

70 

51 

51 

43 

29 

Foryd  Bay 

135 

60 

115 

48 

50 

56 

61 

50 

Traeth  Lafan 

J76 

56 

39 

6 

50 

1  13 

85 

18 


Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  60  at  Porton,  GWENT  on  Mar.  23rd,  317  at  Weobley  Saltings 
GOWER  on  Dec.  3rd.  Inland,  singles  were  seen  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  on  July  20th  and  at 
Llangasty  BRECON  on  May  6th  and  July  1  7th. 

A  total  of  78  passed  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  16  dates,  Aug.  1st  -  Sept.  27th,  max.  22  on 
Aug.  22nd. 

RED-NECKED  PH AL AROPE  Phalarupus  lobatus  LL  YDANDROED  G YDDFGOCH 

(A)  A  rare  and  sporadic  visitor,  March  -  December. 

A  male  at  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  on  June  8lh  and  a  juvenile/  1st  winter  bird  was  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on  Sep.  21st-24th. 

GREY  PHAL AROPE  P  fulicarius  LL  YDANDROED  LL  HDD 

(B)  An  uncommon  and  irregular  passage  migrant,  predominantly  to  coastal  areas  and  in  the 
period  September  -  October. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  at  Ynysfro  Res.  GWENT  on  Oct.  8th;  GOWER:  a  juv./lst 
W  bird  at  Salthouse  Point  and  Pill  on  Sep.  10th  and  12th;  PEMBROKE:  singles  off  Strumble  Head 
Aug.  25th,  Sept.  5th  and  23rd  and  Oct.  5lh,  with  5  here  on  Aug.  29th.  Elsewhere  one  at  the  Nevem  Est. 
on  21  Nov.  21st  and  singles  seen  on  pelagics  Aug.  31M  and  Sept.  3rd;  2  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION 
on  Sept.  9th  and  one  off  Mwnt  on  Oct.  5th;  ANGLESEY :  there  was  one  at  Cemlyn  on  Oct.  1 1th. 

POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius  pomarinus  SGIWEN  FRECH 

(B)  A  fairly  common  and  increasing  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas,  particularly  in  autumn. 

Spring  records  comprised  the  following,  all  singles  unless  stated:  off  Sluice  Farm,  GWENT  on  Apr. 
29th;  off  the  Rhvmney  Est.,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Apr.  30th;  7  off  Kitchen  Comer,  GOWER  on 
May  3rd,  singles  off  Worms  Head  on  May  10th  &  off  Tutt  Head  on  May  20th;  at  Pembrey, 
CARMARTHEN  on  Apr.  30th  and  May  14th,  in  PEMBROKE  at  Druidston  Apr.  15th,  Newgale  on 
the  26th,  at  Strumble  Head  on  May  24th,  Skokholm  May  14th  &  June  18th  and  2  off  Amroth  on  May 
4th.  Following  last  year's  “discovery”  of  spring  passage  off  Cricieth.  CAERNARFON  after  W  or 
SW  gales,  watchers  recorded  the  following  numbers: 


27/4 

28/4 

3/5 

4/5 

8/5 

19/5 

23/5 

19 

7 

9 

13 

3 

6 

4 

Two  passed  the  Range,  ANGLESEY  on  Apr.  16th,  one  on  the  27th  &  two  on  May  14th  and  there  was 
one  at  Cemlyn  on  May  6th. 


In  autumn:  30  passed  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  17  dates  between  Aug.  26th  and  Dec.  14th, 
max  6  on  Sept.  22nd.  Singles  were  also  recorded  in  the  Celtic  Deep  Sept.  16th  &  28th.  A  single 


passed  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  7th.  A  total  of  22  passed  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY,  Aug. 
14th -Oct.  7th: 


14/8 

20/8 

20/8 

27/8 

28/8 

29/8 

23/9 

25/9 

29/9 

5/10 

7/10 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

'I 

3 

1 

1 

5 

1 

ARCTIC  SKUA  S.  parasiticus  SGIWEN  GOGLEDD 

(B)  Passage  bird  off  coastal  counties;  scarce  in  spring,  more  numerous  in  autumn,  numbers 
recorded  probably  being  closely  correlated  with  the  intensity  of  effort  in  sea-watching. 

«L  .  1 

Spring  records  included  singles  at:  Ogmore  Est.,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Apr.  25  ,  Sker  on  26  and 
29th  and  Porthcawl  on  the  27th.  In  May  at  Locks  Common  on  the  1st  and  at  Porthcawl,  2  were  seen 
heading  down-channel  on  1st,  one  on  12th,  2  up-channel  on  20th  and  one  on  23rd.  Singles  also  at 
Worm’s  Head.  GOWER  on  May  10th  &  off  Tutt  Head  on  May  20th,  at  Pembrey,  CARMARTHEN 
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on  Apr.  29th;  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  May  3rd  &  24th,  Skomer  May  7th  and  Skokholm  June 
18th;  in  CAERNARFON  over  Porthmadog  Cob  on  Apr.  7th,  two  flying  east  past  Llanfairfechan 
promenade  on  the  13th,  two  off  Morfa  Bychan  on  the  15th,  two  off  Criccieth  on  28th  and  one  past 
Bardsey  on  May  15th;  past  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  Mar.  12th  and  two  past  the  Range  on  May 
21st. 


Autumn  passage  comprised  the  following  records:  a  pale-phase  bird  was  found  dead  at  Nash  Point 
lighthouse,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Oct.  12th;  off  the  GOWER  coast,  at  Tutt  Head  on  July  17th,  4  off 
Rhossili  on  July  30th  and  singles  on  Aug.  30th  &  31st,  3  off  Port  Eynon  on  Aug.  30th  and  Sept.  3rd;  a 
total  of  203  were  logged  passing  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  45  dates  between  July  20th  Oct. 
18th,  max  19  on  Aug.  25th  &  27l  .  Elsewhere  singles  off  Skokholm,  July  24th,  Sept.  12th  &  22nd,  2  off 
Ramsey  on  Aug.  3r  with  4  on  the  8th  and  2  in  the  Celtic  Deep  on  Sept.  3rd  &  3  on  the  16th. 

In  CAERNARFON  there  were  6  at  Borth-y-Gest  on  Aug.  21st,  three  there  on  the  22nd  and  three  on 
Sept.  6th  &  9th.  An  adult  and  three  juvs.  were  seen  at  Morfa  Bychan  on  Aug.  21sl  (presumably  some 
of  the  same  birds  seen  at  Borth-y-Gest).  Bardsey  recorded  singles  on  Aug.  16lh  &  18th,  two  on  28In 
&  29th  and  8  on  the  31st.  In  September  singles  were  seen  on  five  dates  between  9th  and  29th  with  two 
seen  on  10th  &  23rd.  A  late  single  was  seen  off  the  South  End  on  Oct.  30th.  On  the  north  coast  there 
was  one  off  the  Little  Orme  on  Aug.  29th,  8  here  on  Sept.  23rd  and  one  on  Oct.  4th.  A  total  of  97 
passed  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  from  July  12th  -  Oct.  f  : 


July 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Total 

Total 

Daily  max. 

4 

2  on  14th 

46 

16  on  30th 

42 

20  on  23rd 

5 

2  on  4th 

97 

Singles  passed  the  Range  on  July  9th  and  Aug.  22nd  &  26th  and  there  was  one  at  Holyhead 
Breakwater  CP  on  Aug.  24th. 

J  LONG-TAILED  SKUA  S.  longicaudus  SGIWEN  LOSTFAIN 

(A)  An  uncommon  visitor  recorded  chiefly  along  the  western  seaboard  during  westerly  gales , 
spring  records  are  very  infrequent. 

All  records  were:  from  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  an  adult  on  Aug.  10th.  single  juvs.  on  Aug. 
16th,  22nd  &  30lh  and  Oct.  4th,  with  2  on  Sept.  23rd.  An  adult  passed  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on 
Aug.  29th  and  an  adult  &  a  juvenile  were  seen  there  on  Sept.  23rd.  Off  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY 
there  were  single  adults  on  Aug.  12th  &  28th,  single  juveniles  on  Aug.  27th  &  Sept.  22nd  and  a  group 
of  5  juveniles  on  Sept.  26th.  An  adult  passed  the  Range  on  Aug.  26th. 

GREAT  SKUA  Catharacta  skua  SGIWEN  FA  WR 

(B)  Regularly  recorded  on  autumn  passage  along  the  west  coast  where  small  numbers  are  also 
seen  in  winter  and  spring.  Numbers  vary  annually,  the  highest  counts  dependent  on  the  strength 
and  frequency  of  onshore  gales. 

The  only  spring  records  were:  3  passed  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  Apr.  27th,  a  single  off  Pembrey, 
CARMARTHEN  on  May  13th,  2  passed  Criccieth  promenade,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  27th,  with 
at  least  four,  possibly  6,  here  on  the  28th  and  one  past  the  Range,  ANGLESEY  on  Apr.  2nd  and  two 
here  on  May  14th.  BRECON  recorded  its  first  record,  of  a  single  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Mar.  3rd  - 
5th. 

Autumn  passage  was  noted  from:  One  down-channel  at  Cardiff  foreshore,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on 
July  17th.  Singles  off  the  GOWER  coast,  at  Tutt  Head  July  17th  and  Port  Eynon  July  19th  &  Aug. 
23rd.  In  PEMBROKE  a  total  of  151  passed  Strumble  Head  on  41  dates  between  July  30th  Nov. 
6th,  max  21  on  Sept.  22nd.  Elsewhere  singles  Abercastle  July  14th.  Ramsey  Aug.  29th,  Skomer  July 
30th,  Aug.  30th,  Sept.  15th  &  23rd,  Skokholm  Aug.  10th,  Sept.  6th,  8th  &  30th  with  2  there  on  Sept. 
10th.  2  off  The  Smalls  on  Aug.  4th  and  3  in  the  Celtic  Deep  on  Sept.  3rd  with  2  on  the  16th  &  28th. 


In  CAERNARFON:  there  were  three  at  Borth-y-Gest  on  Sept.  21st,  one  past  the  Great  Orme  on 

a  L  ^  ^  a. 

Sept.  15  with  two  attacking  Herring  Gulls  there  on  Oct.  12  and  singles  off  the  Little  Orme  on 
Oct.  4th  and  8th.  Off  Bardsey  there  were  two  on  Aug.  28th  with  another  seen  the  next  day.  In 
September  singles  were  seen  on  10th  and  14th,  seven  were  seen  in  gales  on  22nd  with  two  the  next 
day.  A  single  was  seen  on  Oct.  6th  with  three  on  the  9th.  A  total  of  52  were  logged  passing  Point 
Lynas,  ANGLESEY  from  Aug.  14th  -  Oct.  1 1th: 


Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Total 

Total 

Daily  max. 

16 

3  on  30th  &  3 1st 

24 

14  on  23rd 

12 

4  on  5th 

52 

Singles  passed  the  Range  on  Aug.  1  llh  &  26th,  and  there  were  6  past  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP  on 
Sept.  22nd  &  one  there  on  Oct.  6th. 

MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Larus  melanocephalus  G W}'L AN  MOR  Y  CANOLD1R 

(B)  An  increasingly  common  visitor ,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  at  all  times  of  the  year.  Rare 
inland. 

Given  the  frequency  with  which  this  species  is  now  recorded,  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  true 
number  of  individuals  involved  due  to  long  stays  and  movement  of  birds  between  sites.  An  analysis 
of  ages  and  presence  by  month  in  each  shown  in  the  following  table  (number  of  adults  /  number  of 
2nd  years  /  number  of  1 bt  years  /  number  of  juveniles): 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

E  GLAM. 

0/0/2 

0/0/1 

1/0/0 

Porthcawl 

1 1 

9 

3 

I 

2 

4 

4 

1 

3 

KNNR/Sker 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

3 

5 

6 

Ogmore  Est 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Cardiff  Bay 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

Rhymney 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

/Lamby 

GOWER 

Blackpill 

9/2/2 

2/1/3 

3/3/5 

4/2/6 

0/0/1 

Min 

20/7/1 

16/3/7 

14/8/4 

7/3/5 

6/1/3 

2/ 1/2 

15 

/6 

n 

Bracelet 

•  7/2/9 

7/2/8 

5/2/6 

7/5/5/ 

-/-/-/ 1 

4/5/10 

12 

4/3/2 

14 

Bay 

8 

CARM  „ 

1/0/0 

1/0/0 

0/0/1 

1/0/0 

0/0/1 

2/0/1 

1/0/0 

PEMB 

1 0/0/7 

9/1/1 

2/2/5 

0/0/1 

0/0/2 

1/0/0 

5/0/3 

- 

- 

- 

12/5/5 

7/4/3 

CERE 

4/3/2 

0/0/1 

4/4/3 

1/2/2 

1/0/1 

2/4/4/ 

7 

4/2/3 

5/1/1 

1/2/0 

3/1/0 

MONT 

3/0/0 

/ 

CAERN 

0/0/1 

1/0/0 

1/0/0 

1/0/2 

0/0/4 

3/1/3 

3/2/2/ 

3/0/0/ 

1/0/2 

10/7/5 

2/0/0 

2/0/0 

1 

2 

ANGLE 

CLWYD 

2/0/0 

1/0/1 

0/2/1 

0/2/1 

0/1/0 

2/0/0 

0/0/1 

1/0/0 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  the  species  is  regular  in  autumn  and  winter  in  small  numbers,  especially 
along  the  coast  from  Ogmore  Est  to  Kenfig,  where  a  min  of  1 3  individuals  were  present  in  January 
and  9  in  February.  Very  few  were  recorded  in  the  period  from  late  April  to  late  June.  The  largest 
counts  were  1 1  at  Rest  Bay  car  park,  Porthcawl  on  Jan.  21st  and  6  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Dec.  2nd.  An 
interesting  record  involved  an  ad  Mediterranean  x  Black-headed  Gull  hvbrid  at  Ogmore  Est.  on 
Sept.  5lh  &  26th. 

In  GOWER  there  were  so  many  individuals  at  many  sites  that  County  totals  are  impossible  to 
calculate.  The  largest  congregation  was  of  31  at  Blackpill  on  July  30tn.  Other  counts  included:  3  at 
Seaway  Parade  on  Feb.  9th,  3  at  Aberavon  Beach  on  Oct.  14th,  2  adults  -+  a  2nd  w  at  Port  Talbot, 
January  -  March  and  on  Aug.  7th,  5  adults  +  2  1st  w  at  Salthouse  Point  on  July  20th,  5  adults  +  1st  w 
there  on  Aug.  2nd  and  5  at  Caswell  Bay  on  Sept.  21st. 
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The  large  numbers  in  PEMBROKE  during  the  autumn  and  their  movements  made  totalling 
impossible.  Max  day  counts,  across  all  ages,  from  the  Nevem  Est.  for  August  were  8  on  the  10th, 
while  in  September  an  influx  of  at  least  12  with  a  max  of  10  on  the  21sl.The  max.  for  October  was  6 
at  Fishguard  Harbour  on  the  1 1th.  Most  records  were  from  the  coast  but  there  were  two  well  inland 
at  Llys  y  fran  &  Llanmill. 

The  autumn  influx  was  evident  again  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON:  an  adult  was  seen  on  Oct.  1st- 
2nd,  then  on  12th  four  birds,  three  adults  and  a  first  winter  were  seen  amongst  a  large  melee  of  gulls 
off  the  South  End  of  the  island  with  a  single  adult  the  next  day.  On  the  14th  an  enormous  number  of 
Black-headed  Gulls  and  Kittiwakes  had  converged  off  the  NW  corner  and  a  minimum  of  21 
Mediterranean  Gulls  were  amongst  them.  Nine  were  adults,  seven  were  second-winters  and  five 
were  first- winters.  This  is  the  highest  count  for  this  species  for  the  island  and  North  Wales.  The 

tFi  tu 

following  day  only  nine  were  present,  with  eight  on  the  16  and  none  by  the  1 7  ,  though  two  were 
seen  on  22nd. 

A  pair  started  nest  building  at  Llyn  Coed  Y  Dinas,  MONTGOMERY  May  27th  -28th  and  another 
adult  was  at  Pwll  Penarth  on  May  1 2th. 


Colour  ringed  individuals  included:  in  PEMBROKE:  Green  colour-ringed  birds  -  3LC6,  79U  & 
N79  from  the  French-  Belgian  breeding  colonies  were  reported  from  the  Nevem  Est.  on  several 
dates  August  -  October.  While  white  60X  was  in  the  county,  for  the  seventh  year  running,  being 
seen  on  the  Nevern  Est.  Oct.  21bt.  Hybrid  Black-Headed  X  Mediterranean  Gulls  were  at  Fishguard 
Harbour  on  Aug.  4th  &  on  Nov.  1 5th.  On  ANGLESEY  a  2nd  S  bird  with  a  green  ring  was  at  Cemlyn 
May  6th  -  June  6th,  a  1st  S  with  a  green  darvic  ring  was  also  seen  here  on  May  24lh. 


LITTLE  GULL  L.  minulus  GWYLAN  FECHAN 

(B)  A  fairly  common ,  sometimes  common  passage  migrant  and  w  inter  visitor  to  the  coast,  scarce 
inland. 

Summary  of  records  by  month  for  each  county: 


Jan 

GWENT 

E.  GLAM.  2 

GOWER  4 

CARMARTHEN 
CEREDIGION  2 

BRECON 
MEIRIONNYDD 
CAERNARFON  . 
ANGLESEY 


Feb 


3 

3 

1 

i 


Star  Apr. 

4 

4  3 

1 

1 

15 

2 

2  8 

1 
1 


May  June  July 

I 


12  1  I 

1 

1  1  1 


Aug. 


I 

1 

3 


2 

I 


Sept. 

2 

1 

1 

2 


Oct 

1 

5 

59 

3 


Nov. 

2 

2 

1 


Dec. 


3 

5 


In  PEMBROKESHIRE:  1st  s  Teifi  Est.  June  12th  -  Aug.  6th  when  there  were  2  there  (also  in 
CEREDIGION).  A  1st  w  off  The  Smalls  on  Sept.  28th.  A  total  of  67  passed  Strumble  Head,  42  of 
wKich  juvs,  on  8  dates  between  Aug.  25th  and  Dec.  28th  max  46  on  Nov.  15th  (the  highest  numbers 
recorded  since  1987,  following  storms). 


Other  interesting  counts  included:  13  at  Borth,  CEREDIGION  on  Apr.  21st  and  two  seen  7  miles  off 
Aberystwyth  on  July  6th.  A  small  but  prolonged  spring  passage,  noted  in  MEIRIONNYDD  on  the 
Glaslyn  at  Porthmadog,  unusually  during  calm,  settled  conditions.  There  were  two  f'  W/lst  S  birds 
on  Mar.  27th,  a  moulting  adult  on  Apr.  1 1th- 13th,  three  adult  summer  birds  and  one  1st  W  on  the  15th, 
a  f1  Won  the  17th,  an  adult  &  two  2nd  S  birds  and  one  1st  W  on  the  18th  and  a  ls!  W/E‘  S  bird  from 
Apr.  20th  -  May  8th.  There  was  a  1 sl  S  bird  here  on  28th  June  and  a  2nd  S  on  20th  July. 

Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  recorded  record  numbers  in  October,  with  two  1st  W  birds  on  the  7th,  8 
with  other  gulls  on  the  12th,  with  one  the  next  day  and  20  on  the  14th,  a  single  on  the  15th  with  five 
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on  the  16th.  Three  were  then  seen  on  the  26th,  eight  the  next  day,  nine  on  the  2811'  and  two  on  the 

1  St 

J  1  . 


Inland  there  were  2  adults  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Apr.  25th,  one  still  there  the  next  day 
and  a  1st  w  there  on  Sept.  3ld. 

SABINE'S  GllLL  L.  sabini  GWYLAN  SABINE 

(A)  An  uncommon  visitor  to  the  coast  in  autumn,  numbers  vary  according  to  the  frequency  of 
westerly  gales. 

All  records  were:  from  Strumble  Head  &  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE,  Bardsey,  Little  Orme  and  Nant 
Gwrtheym  Bay  in  CAERNARFON  and  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  as  summarised  in  the  table 
below,  the  first  figure  adults,  the  second  juveniles. 


Date  14  8 

29  '8  • 

30  8  31-8  1  9 

2  9  8  9 

9  9 

22  9 

23  9 

4  10  6/1  0  7  10  15.1  16  11 

29/11 

Strumble 

2/0 

1/0 

1/2 

Skokholm 

0/2 

0/1 

Bardsey 

1/0 

0/1 

Little  Orme  0/1 

Nant  Gwrth.  0/1 

Point  Lynas  2/0  2/0  1/0  1/0  1/0  1/1  0/1  0/1  0/1  0/1 

BLACK-HEADED  GULL  L.  ridibundus  GWYLAN  PEND  DU 

(C)  A  locally  common  breeding  resident,  scarce  only  in  south  and  south-east  Wales  during  the 
summer  months.  A  common  and  widespread  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Systematic  counts  from  1 1  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  very  common  species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec. 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Kenfig 

80 

74 

15 

2 

2 

500 

510 

118 

50 

225 

300 

Ogmore  Est. 

2000 

1000 

150 

lb 

340 

528 

600 

410 

280 

Rhymney  Est. 

4000 

700 

250 

125 

500 

2000 

700 

300 

1000 

3760 

GOWER 

Blackpill 

3830 

1760 

1217 

28 

21 

264 

1205 

1750 

1530 

1381 

3661 

1395 

Port  Talbot 

840 

1297 

170 

4 

2 

364 

203 

591 

49] 

450 

562 

Jersey  Marine 

500 

32 

3 

lb 

69 

69 

Burry  (S) 

440 

1020 

215 

275 

60 

55 

4340 

7290 

5550 

2255 

615 

265 

CARMARTHEN 

Upper  Loughor 
PEMBROKE 

758 

402 

1% 

173 

38 

19 

5M 

1259 

1534 

484 

401 

540 

Cleddau  Est. 

3369 

4166 

178 

3009 

2215 

778 

1816 

CEREDIGION 

Dvfi  Est. 

524 

335 

565 

150 

20 

146. 

620 

378 

509 

166 

460 

440 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  GWENT:  3.000  at  Undy  on,  Aug.,  1 1th,  3,000  at  Sluice  Farm 
on  Sept.  28th;  2,500  at  Wentlooge  Level,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Oct.  30th;  in  GOWER.  1,500  at 
Crymlyn  Refinery  on  Jan.  27lh,  2,360  at  Wernffrwd  on  Aug.  13th.  1.890  at  Penclawdd  on  Aug.  30th 
and  1,534  at  Upper  Loughor  on  Sept.  12lh;  430+  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  on  July  20th; 
1,200  were  at  Llangorse  Lake.  BRECON  on  Mar.  8th  and  1.100  there  on  Dec.  29th.  There  were 
1,670  at  Morfa  Aber,  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  25th,  a  flock  of  25.000  gulls  was  present  off  the 
South  End  of  Bardsey  on  Oct.  28th  and  an  estimated  12.000  of  them  were  this  species. 

1  A  Danish  ringed  Adult  was  at  Carew  M.P.,  PEMBROKE  on  Feb.  22nd  and  at  the  Nevern  Est.  on 
Aug.  3rd  was  a  black  colour-ringed  juv.  -  A6A1  ringed  on  June  14th  in  The  Netherlands. 

The  only  breeding  information  received  was  as  follows:  24  pr  bred  rearing  at  least  29  young  at 
Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN;  in  BRECON  50+  nests  at  Brechfa.  Hedged  40v.  180+  adults  at  the 


Llyn  Login  colony  in  June  but  the  Llyn  Dwr,  Llyn  Traeth-bach  and  Cefn  Llecchid  colonies  were  all 
deserted;  500  adults  with  200+  nests  at  the  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  reserve,  MONTGOMERY;  At  least 
337  pairs  bred  at  the  Cemlyn  colony,  ANGLESEY  but  breeding  success  could  not  be  determined. 
Chicks  on  the  main  island  were  very  heavily  predated  by  larger  gull  species,  while  there  was 
minimal  predation  on  the  other  island.  One  pair  with  2  young  at  Llyn  Helyg,  FLINT. 

Additional  breeding  information  for  2002:  a  pair  displaying  near  Llandegla  Moor  &  Nant-y-Ffrith 
Res.,  CLWYD  on  Apr.  5th. 

RING-BILLED  GULL  L.  delawarensis  GWYLAN FODR WYBIG 

(B)  An  uncommon  but  regular  visitor  to  coastal  areas,  chiefly  in  the  period  from  mid-February  to 
the  end  of  May. 

All  records  were  as  follows:  in  E. GLAMORGAN,  adults  at  Cosmeston  Lakes  on  Jan.  26  ,  another 
at  Porthcawl  seafront  on  Feb.  23rd  and  at  the  years  end  another  was  at  Cosmeston  on  Dec.  31st 
(stayed  into  2004).  In  GOWER,  at  least  5  individuals  involved  in  the  Blackpill  -  West  Cross  area, 
an  adult,  2  2nd  years  and  2  1st  years,  January  -  June  10th,  Oct.  2nd  and  Dec.  4n  -  12th.  A  1st  w  also  at 
Fendrod  Lake  Mar.  12th  and  an  adult  at  Wemffrwd  Aug.  12lh  &  13th. 

Single  adults  in  PEMBROKE  at  Little  Milford  on  Feb.  20th  and  Pembroke  Mill  Pond  on  Mar.24th 
(possibly  involving  the  same  bird).  There  was  a  2nd  S  at  the  Alaw  estuary,  ANGLESEY  on  Mar. 
20th  and  a  1st  W  at  the  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP  /  Soldier’s  Point  on  Oct.  24th. 

COMMON  GULL  L.  canus  GWYLAN  Y  GWEUNYDD 

(C)  A  numerous  and  widespread  winter  visitor  with  small  numbers  recorded  on  passage. 

Systematic  counts  from  2  sites  give  some  indication  of  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common 
Welsh  species: 


GOWER 

Jan 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Blackpill 

2120 

1023 

563 

161 

27 

5 

35 

600 

406 

710 

920 

670 

Burry  (S) 

165 

60 

54 

5 

1 

670 

4235 

4840 

1070 

260 

205 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  GWENT:  5,000  Llandegfedd  Res.  Jan.  3rd;  MEIRIONNYDD: 
large  counts  on  the  Glaslyn  at  Porthmadog  were  500  on  Mar.  2nd,  150  on  Apr.  22nd  and  600  on  Nov. 
2nd,  with  c.  100  at  Black  Rock  Sands  nearby  on  Aug.  7th  ;  there  were  950  at  Morfa  Aber, 
CAERNARFON  on  Aug. 25th  and  at  least  800  heading  S  past  Bardsey  on  Oct.  16th,  with  650  here 
on  26th  and  27*35  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  3rd 

There  were  no  counts  of  over  150  from  E.  GLAMORGAN  where  the  recent  trend  of  decreasing 
numbers  wintering  continues. 


LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  LEIAF 

(C)  Breeding  summer  visitor ,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Systematic  counts  at  9  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common  species  at  the  coast: 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Rhymney  Est. 

250 

50 

850 

700 

1000 

1700 

100 

100 

50 

150 

GOWER 

Blackpill 

31 

17 

28 

86 

204 

136 

162 

81 

145 

63 

29 

16 

Burry  (S) 

10 

10 

35 

50 

40 

80 

115 

125 

135 

60 

25 

10 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

169 

399 

704 

242 

194 

304 

486 

CAERNARFON 

Bardsey  Is. 

500 

180 

345 

500 

400 

100 

21 

100 

124 


Squacco  Heron,  Aberleri,  Ceredigion.  June  2003. 


G. Bellingham 


Above:  Avocets  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  Gwent.  April  2003.  J.  Marsh 

Below:  Dotterel  at  Garreg  Lwyd,  Carmarthen  May  9th  2003.  C.  Richards 


Above:  American  Robin,  Bardsey,  Caernarfon.  Nov.  12th  2003. 
Below:  male  Crossbill,  Afan  Forest,  Gower  May  13th  2003. 


SD  Stansfield 
C.  Richards 


Above:  Waxwing  at  Gian  Conwy,  Caernarfon.  January  2003.  G.  Bellingham 
Below:  Rose-coloured  Starling,  Aberavon,  Gower.  June  2003.  B.  Stewart 


Large  records  elsewhere  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  510  at  Wentlooge  Level  Apr.  6th,  500  at 
Llanbradach  on  Apr.  26th  and  400  there  on  May  28th;  1,140  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Sept. 
17th,  730  there  on  Nov.  23rd  and  360  at  Pontsticill  on  Oct.  12th. 

Reported  breeding  was  as  follows:  GWENT:  nesting  took  place  on  industrial  buildings  at  Dunlop 
Semtex,  Ebbw  Vale  and  Tredegar.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  bred  at  Flat  Holm  and  on  rooftops  at 
Ewenny  Industrial  Estate,  Maesteg,  25  pairs  and  by  an  unspecified  number  of  pairs  at  Bridgend 
Industrial  Estate.  In  Cardiff  rooftop  breeding  was  noted  at  Hadfield  Road  (3  pairs),  Penarth  Road  (3 
pairs),  Gabalfa  Workshops,  Western  Avenue  (several  pairs),  and  single  pairs  bred  at  Canton, 
Cathays,  Whitchurch,  Leckwith  and  Llanishen.  GOWER:  3  prs.  near  Port  Talbot  railway  station,  5 
prs.  at  Afan  Way  and  one  in  Sketty  Park. 

In  PEMBROKE:  42  pairs  bred  Castle  Martin  coast,  609  pairs  bred  Caldey  &  St.  Margaret’s. 
Estimations  from  Skomer  gave  11,064  pairs-  a  27%  decrease  on  2002,  but  more  than  twice  the 
number  of  fledglings  produced  than  2002  giving  a  productivity  of  0.41  per  pair.  On  Skokholm 
1,860  estimated  pairs  fledged  just  280  young,  a  rate  of  0.15  per  pair.  At  least  2  hybrid  Lesser  Black- 
Backed  Gull  X  Herring  Gulls  bred  with  Lesser  Black-Backed  Gulls  on  Skomer. 

114  adults  were  counted  at  the  breeding  colony  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  June 
29th. 

In  CAERNARFON  652  birds  were  recorded  sitting  on  nests  on  Bardsey  in  May  compared  with  612 
last  year.  During  July  a  minimum  of  600  fledged  young  were  counted  in  the  colonies  and  on  the  sea. 
On  Ynys  Gwylan  FawT  four  pairs  nested,  though  no  young  were  found. 

There  were  c.  25  nests  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  on  July  22nd,  at  least  5  nests  at  Porth  Amlwch, 
at  least  7  pairs  bred  at  Octel,  Amlwch  and  there  were  51  birds  on  Ynys  Moelfre  on  Mar.  21st. 

Additional  information  for  2002:  a  pair  displaying  at  Nant-y-Ffrith  Res.,  CLWYD  on  May  3rd. 

HERRING  GULL  L.  argentatus  G  WLAN  Y  PENWA IG 

(C)  Formerly  an  abundant  resident  in  coastal  areas,  now  much  reduced  on  the  islands  and  a 
scarce  breeding  bird  on  the  mainland  coast.  Frequent  in  many  inland  areas,  breeding  on  several 
freshwater  sites. 

Systematic  counts  from  16  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  for  this  very  common  species: 


Jan.. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Ogmore  Est. 

750 

- 

800 

- 

102 

18 

150 

450 

100 

250 

- 

200 

Rhymney  Est 

1600 

1000 

800 

4000 

- 

800 

800 

- 

1400 

1400 

2000 

3500 

GOWER 

Port  Talbot 

205 

170 

250 

289 

252 

215 

178 

267 

198 

712 

437 

Blackpill 

426 

113 

326 

153 

154 

21 1 

290 

616 

1782 

1106 

1240 

533 

Aberavon 

600 

141 

90 

144 

77 

130 

162 

1000 

465 

405 

Whiteford 

60 

280 

62 

4 

244 

237 

300 

960 

400 

112 

406 

197 

Burry  (S) 

105 

85 

180 

160 

525 

1125 

1530 

1705 

1795 

2035 

405 

200 

Jersey  Marine 

150 

480 

26 

2 

14 

8 

369 

188 

Fendrod  Lake 

1167 

351 

18 

92 

4 

4 

173 

139 

512 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est 

401 

577 

680 

611 

287 

197 

446 

CAERNARFON 

Bardsey 

120 

325 

850 

270 

800 

1000 

863 

350 

42 

500 

250 

Large  counts  eisewhere  (300+)  included:  Elsewhere,  the  largest  counts  were  991  at  Rhaslas  Pond  on 
Nov.  28th  and  600  at  Tirfounder  Fields  -  Aberdare  on  Jan.  9th  [Albino  birds  were  seen  at  Rhymney 
Est  on  Sept.  30th  and  Lamby  Lake  on  Dec.  3ld].  In  GOWER.  4,000  at  the  River  Neath  mouth  on 
Jan.  11th,  3,000  at  Crymlyn  Refinery  Beach  on  Jan.  14Ih  and  5,000  there  on  Dec.  31st,  650  at 
Rhossili  Beach  on  Mar.  16th,  430  at  Weobly  &  426  at  Llanrhidian  on  June  15th,  765  &  556 
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respectively  on  Oct.  10th,  1,197  at  the  latter  on  July  3rd  and  2,000  at  Inner  Worms  Head  on  Nov.  6th. 

An  albino  was  at  Jersey  Marine  on  Feb.  1 7th  &  18th. 

c.1000  were  on  the  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Mar.  22nd.  On  ANGLESEY:  there  were  a 
number  of  interesting  observations  of  birds  seen  from  Penmon  flying  in  from  the  west  to  roost  on 
Puffin  Island:  1,348  from  15:35  to  16:55  on  Jan.  7th,  1,458  from  14:55  to  17:00  on  the  8lh  and  515 
from  13:50  to  14:55  on  the  9th,  suggesting  that  around  2,000  individuals  fly  in  from  the  west  to 
roost  here.  There  were  1,165  at  Llyn  Coron  on  Jan.  7lh  and  1,500  at  the  Council  landfill  site  at 
Menai  Bridge  on  Feb.  1 8th. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  at  Ebbw  Vale  steelworks  and  Brynmawr  but  not  at  Denny 
Island.  In  E. GLAMORGAN:  breeding  was  proved  at  Ewenny  Industrial  Estate,  Maesteg,  10  pairs, 
Bridgend  Industrial  Estate,  several  pairs,  Cwm  Nash,  2  pairs,  Wedal  Road  and  Gabalfa  workshops  - 
Western  Avenue  -  Cardiff,  1  pair  at  each  site.  No  information  was  received  from  the  main  breeding 
colony  on  Flat  Holm. 

PEMBROKE:  375  pairs  Castle  Martin  coast,  1,787  pairs  Caldey,  a  partial  census  of  St.  Margaret's 
noted  222  pairs.  On  Skokholm  278  AONs.  A  sample  of  1 17  nests  fledged  just  46  at  a  rate  of  0.39 
per  pair.  Skomer  held  458  AONs  with  a  return  of  0.62  per  pair.  The  same  partial  albino  as  recorded 
in  2001  was  there  Aug.  8th. 

270  adults  were  counted  at  the  breeding  colony  on  Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  29th 
June;  CAERNARFON:  621  nests  were  located  on  Bardsey,  compared  with  660  last  year  and  663  in 

2001 .  In  late  June  and  early  July  at  least  830  young  were  seen  in  colonies  and  on  the  sea  off  the  east 
side  giving  a  productivity  of  1.34  chicks  per  pair,  marginally  higher  than  the  1 .31  chicks  per  pair  in 

2002.  At  least  fifty  one  adult  birds  were  found  dead  or  dying  in  the  colonies  during  the  summer  and 
showed  signs  of  having  contracted  Botulism.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  215  nests  were  found  and 
circa  300  young  were  seen  on  land  and  at  sea  in  July.  This  gives  a  productivity  of  1 .39. 

ANGLESEY :  26  pairs  nested  at  Point  Lynas,  but  only  7  young  were  fledged  owing  to  predation  by 
Ravens  and  Great  Black-backed  Gulls  and  at  least  15  pairs  bred  at  Octel,  Amlwch.  This  species  is 
reported  to  have  been  responsible  for  heavy  predation  at  Cemlyn,  particularly  of  Black-headed  Gull 
chicks. 

Single  ads  showing  characters  of  the  northern  race  L.  a.  argentatus  were  noted  at  Llan/Lis  Res  on 
Jan.  5th,  Cardiff  Bay  on  Oct.  2nd  &  Nov.  23rd,  Lamby  Lake  on  Oct.  21st  &  Nov.  23rd,  Cardiff  , 
heliport  on  Oct.  21st  and  at  KNNR  on  Oct.  30th  and  Nov.  18th  &  19th. 

An  increasing  number  of  Yellow-legged  Gulls  (L.  a.  michahelis )  were  recorded:  an  adult  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  Aug.  20th  -  23rd;  in  PEMBROKE  single  adults  at  Llys  y  fran  Res. 
Jan.  7th  &  9th  and  at  Fishguard  Harbour  Nov.  7th;  an  adult  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  until  March, 
returning  July  31st  until  the  end  of  the  year,  another  adult  was  seen  at  Brechfa  on  Mar.  2E';  2  adults 
in  Holyhead  Harbour,  ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  26th;  adult  at  DNS,  FLINT  on  Oct.  10th. 

Otherwise  the  vast  majority  of  records  came  from  E.  GLAMORGAN:  At  Cardiff  Bay  adults  were 
recorded  on  Jan.  1st  &  9th  and  Feb.  27th,  with  2  there  on  Jan.  12th.  Single  adults  were  seen  at  Ogmore 
Est.  on  Jan.  19th  &  Feb.  10th,  at  Rhymney  Est.  on  Jan.  10th  &  29th,  Feb.  4th  and  Mar.  29th,  at  Roath 
Park  Lake  on  Feb.  14th,  at  Kenfig  Beach  on  Apr.  3rd.  at  Lamby  Lake  on  Feb.  25th  and  Apr.  5th,  8th, 

1 1th  &  25th  and  at  Lavemock  Point  on  Apr.  1 9th. 

A  first-winter  wras  at  Llan/Lis  Res  on  Feb.  2nd  and  a  second-summer  at  Lamby  Lake  on  May  2nd.. 
There  were  no  records  of  the  species  in  June.  Reports  of  adults  at  Llanilid  on  five  dates  from  July 
16th  -  Sept.  2nd  may  have  involved  just  one  individual.  A  third-year  was  at  Lamby  Lake  on  July  < 
28th,  where  subsequently,  adults  were  seen  four  dates  from  Aug.  24th  -  Oct.  26th.  At  Cardiff  Bay 
juv/first- winters  were  seen  on  Aug.  7th,  Sept.  4th  &  Oct.  2nd,  with  2  there  on  Nov.  23rd,  and  adults 
were  noted  there  on  six  dates  from  Nov.  13th  -  Dec.  24th,  max  2  on  Nov.  22nd  &  Dec.  24th.  At 
Llan/Lis  Res  adults  were  seen  on  five  dates  from  Aug.  23rd  -  Sept.  21sl,  whilst  at  Rhymney  Est. 
there  were  juv/first- winters  on  Aug.  25th  &  30th  and  Nov.  22nd  and  an  adult  on  Nov.  23rd.  Adults 
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were  reported  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  eleven  dates  from  Aug.  20th  -  Dec.  5th.  Elsewhere,  adults  were  seen 
at  Cardiff  heliport  on  Sept.  23rd,  Wentlooge  Level  on  Oct.  14th  &  15th,  Pink  Bay,  Porthcawl  on  Nov. 
5th,  Cosmeston  Lakes  on  Dec.  7th  and  Penarth  foreshore  on  Dec.  20th. 

In  GOWER,  present  from  June  22nd  -  Oct.  31st,  singles  seen  at  many  localities  in  June  but  multiple 
records  included:  an  adult  +  3rd  year  +  1st  year  at  Berthlwyd  on  July  13th  &  16th,  2  adults  +  3rd  year 
on  July  27th,  3  on  Aug.  24lh,  2  adults  on  Sept.  7th  &  28th  and  Oct.  2nd,  3  Is’  years  at  Blackpill  on 
Sept.  11th. 


ICELAND  GULL  L.  glaucoides  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIG 

(A)  An  uncommon  and  irregular  winter  visitor  to  coastal  areas ,  formerly  rare. 

All  records  were:  1st  winter  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  on  Dec.  9^;  from  PEMBROKE  2nd/3rd 
winter  at  Fishguard  Harbour  Feb.  15th,  a  1st  winter  there  Mar.  1st  -  Apr.  27th  and  a  2nd  winter  on 
Mar.  25th;  3rd  winter  at  Kinmel  Bay,  CLWYD  on  Feb.  1 st. 


GLAUCOUS  GULL  L.  hyperboreus  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  visitor  to  coastal  areas  of  Wales,  chiefly  in  winter  but  occasionally 
in  summer. 

All  records  were:  a  second  winter  was  present  at  Lamby  Lake,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  26th  & 
28th;  in  GOWER  a  1st  winter  at  Crymlyn  Refinery  Beach  on  Jan.  3rd  -  4th,  Apr.  16th  and  Nov.  1 1th,  a 
2nd  winter  at  Blackpill  on  Feb.  27th  -28th  and  a  3rd  winter  at  Worm’s  Head  on  Nov.  6th  and  Dec.  27th 
&  31st;  an  adult  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Mar.  5th. 


GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  marinus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  FWYAF 

(C)  Common  and  widespread  in  coastal  areas  in  winter ,  locally  an  uncommon  breeding  bird. 
Systematic  counts  from  9  areas  indicate  the  general  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common  Welsh 
species: 


Jan 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Ogmore  Est. 

6 

- 

23 

6 

- 

Cardiff  Bay 

8 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Rhymney 

Est. 

GOWER 

65 

15 

15 

Blackpill 

17 

7 

1 1 

18 

38 

Burry  (S) 

15 

15 

15 

10 

10 

Whiteford 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Weobly 

12 

6 

15 

6 

4 

CARMARTHEN 
C  efin  Sidan  &  57 

TP 
TafEst 
Towv  Est. 


June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

. 

1 

3 

3 

5 

3 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

1 

2 

- 

- 

3 

4 

22 

10 

5 

105 

146 

36 

14 

26 

33 

25 

10 

70 

90 

140 

125 

130 

25 

7 

42 

75 

25 

131 

24 

3 

7 

40 

54 

1 18 

122 

69 

62 

70 

20 

4 

21 

18 

5 

5 

In  Autumn:  c214  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  late  Sept,  105  Skomer  25  Sept,  c250  Ramsey  feeding  on 
emerging  Hying  ants.  There  were  101  at  Morfa  Aber,  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  21st. 


Breeding  counts  received  were:  40  adults  at  Denny  Island,  GWENT  on  June  14th,  with  30  pulli 
ringed. 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN :  a  pair  bred  on  a  rooftop  at  Bridgend  Industrial  Estate,  with  2  chicks  ringed 
on  July  10lh  ,  the  first  record  of  rooftop  breeding  in  Eastern  Glamorgan.  A  pair  was  present  on  Flat 
Holm  during  spring  and  summer,  but  it  is  not  known  whether  breeding  occurred. 

In  PEMBROKE:  45  pairs  on  Caldey  &  St.  Margaret’s  but  only  25  young  located.  On  Skokholm  65 
pairs  fledged  59  at  a  rate  of  0.91  per  pair.  Skomer  held  84  AONs,  the  highest  since  1981,  fledging 
1.40  per  pair.  32  pairs  on  Middleholm  w'as  the  same  as  2002. 
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CAERNARFON:  Three  pairs  nested  on  Bardsey,  each  fledging  at  least  two  chicks  giving  a 
productivity  of  2.00  chicks  per  pair.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  41  nests  were  found  and  46  young 
were  counted  giving  a  productivity  figure  of  1.12  chicks  per  pair. 

ANGLESEY:  29  nests  were  counted  at  the  Skerries  and  one  pair  probably  nested  at  South  Stack 
(RSPB).  One  pair  bred  at  Llyn  Maelog,  fledging  one  young,  a  pair  bred  at  Octel,  Amlwch  and  a  pair 
bred  at  Point  Lynas  but  deserted,  with  a  pair  again  seen  displaying,  food  passing  and  attempting  to 
copulate  here  on  Dec.  13th. 

KITTIWAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  G WYLAN  GOESDDU 

(C)  A  breeding  species  in  coastal  areas  from  Glamorgan  to  Caernarfon,  except  Meirionnydd. 
Large  numbers  occur  offshore  on  passage. 

Breeding  colony  counts  received  were:  GOWER:  90  occupied  nests  were  counted  at  Mumbles  Pier, 
100  juvs.  there  on  July  28th,  47  nests  on  Worm’s  Head.  PEMBROKE:  66  pairs  bred  Castle  Martin 
coast,  103  pairs  bred  Caldey  &  St.  Margaret’s.  5  pairs  Grassholm.  On  Skomer  2,324  AONs  with  a 
success  rate  of  0.53  per  pair.  1st  eggs  noted  May  26th.  307  AONs  on  Ramsey  with  0.76  per  pair  from 
a  sample  of  the  colony. 

CAERNARFON:  290  nests  were  counted  on  Bardsey.  The  total  number  of  chicks  fledged  was  325, 
three  less  than  last  year,  giving  a  productivity  of  1 .12  chicks  per  pair,  exactly  the  same  as  in  2002 
and  2000.  The  productivity  figure  (Fledglings/AON)  for  2001  and  2002  were  more  than  double  the 
figures  for  all  other  monitored  colonies  in  Wales  and  almost  double  the  mean  productivity  for 
Bardsey  1986-2001  of  0.69  chicks  per  pair  (s.d.±0.12)  (SS).  No  count  was  made  on  the  Great  and 
Little  Orme  this  year. 

ANGLESEY:  There  were  at  least  27  occupied  nests  at  Freshwater  Bay  (DP),  8  nests  were  recorded 
at  South  Stack  RSPB  (RSPB),  and  there  were  58  birds  on  the  ledges  at  Ynys  Moelfre  on  Mar.  21st. 

Large  or  notable  counts  included:  Late  year  counts  were  several  hundred  passing  Strumble  Head. 
PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  2nd.  There  were  c.  250  off  Porthmadog  Cob,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Apr.  1 5th. 

There  were  large  movements  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  in  October  and  November,  with  727  on 
Oct.  7th,  2,300  on  the  12th  and  2,000  on  the  16th,  then  6,500  were  present  off  the  South  End  on  the 
26th  with  7,000  the  next  day  and  8,000  on  the  28th.  On  the  29lh  6000  were  counted  and  3,000  on  the 
30th.  In  November  1,200  were  seen  on  the  1st  and  4,000  on  the  6th  with  1 ,280  on  Dec.  7th. 

A  total  of  25,975  passed  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  between  Jan.  1st  and  Dec.  29th  ,  max.  7,250 
west  in  1  %  hours  on  Sept.  1st  and  1,444  west  in  3  V2  hours  on  Oct.  7th.  At  the  Range,  647  passed  in 
1  hour  on  Aug.  26th  and  1,796  in  2  hours  on  the  29th.  600  were  roosting  on  the  headland  at 
Soldier’s  Point  on  Aug.  24th. 

Inland  there  was  a  single  at  Lake  Vyrnwv,  MONTGOMERY  on  Mar.  1st. 

Additional  record  for  2002:  inland  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  on  Feb.  7th  and  Mar.  10th. 

SANDWICH  TERN  S.  sandvicensis  MOR  WENNOL  B1GDDU 

(C)  A  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas  in  spring  and  autumn ,  scarce  inland,  it 
is  a  regular  breeder  on  Anglesey. 

The  table  below  summarises  dated  records  for  some  counties: 


Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oc 

GWENT 

5 

E.  GEAMORGAN 

14 

1 

8 

4 

6 

3 

1 

GOWER 

6 

31 

1 1 

13 

198 

88 

CARMARTHEN 

BRECON 

1 

2 

4 

30 

4 

4 

In  GWENT:  singles  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  Apr.  15th  &  16th  and  4  passed  Goldcliff  Apr.  21s1.  In  E. 
GL  AMORGAN  the  first  of  spring  were  of  2  at  Sker  on  Apr.  14th  and  the  last  was  also  there  on  Oct. 
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2nd.  In  GOWER.  47  at  Salthouse  Point  on  Aug.  1 1th,  77  between  Llanrhidian  and  Wemffrwd  on  the 
12th,  59  at  Berthlwyd  on  the  21st  and  15  off  Port  Eynon  on  the  30th.  50  off  Port  Eynon  on  Sept.  2nd, 

5  at  Blackpill  &  16  on  the  River  Loughor  on  the  7th  and  17  at  Penclwdd  on  the  20th.  Max.  30  at 
Burn'  Port,  CARMARTHEN  on  Aug.  10th. 

In  PEMBROKE  101  records  from  18  coastal  sites  from  Tenby  to  Fishguard  Harb.  between  Mar. 
16th  and  June  30th.  In  Autumn  1,163  passed  Strumble  Head  on  57  dates  between  July  25th  -  Oct. 
10th,  maxa  104  on  Aug.  29th  and  240  on  Sept.  22nd.  In  CEREDIGION  the  first  reported  was  on 
Mar.  28th  and  a  large  spring  passage  was  noted  off  Borth  of  1 12  on  Apr.  15th.  Influx  into  the  Dyfi 
Estuary  in  July  onwards,  max.  341  on  Aug.  28lh. 

MEIRIONNYDD:  There  were  50  at  Porthmadog  Cob  on  Apr.  14th,  c.100  were  off  Aberdyfi  on  the 
1  7th,  250  were  on  the  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  Estuary  on  Aug.  24th  and  there  were  80  at  Morfa  Harlech  on 
Sept.  12th. 

CAERNARFON:  The  first  record  was  three  at  Llanfairfechan  on  Mar.  22nd.  There  were  124  at  Aber 
Ogwen  on  May  3ld.  127  along  Traeth  Lafan  on  Aug.  25lh  and  47  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  July  15th. 
Flocks  of  up  to  400  were  regular  at  Borth-y-Gest  during  late  August  and  early  September,  with 
c.500  at  Black  Rock  Sands  nearby  on  Aug.  2 1st. Monthly  maximum  counts  at  Foryd  Bay  were  140 
in  April,  27  in  May,  1  in  June,  72  in  July  and  43  in  August. 

ANGLESEY:  The  earliest  record  was  one  at  the  Cemlyn  colony  on  Mar.  16lh,  with  one  at 
Beaumaris  on  the  21st.  The  colony  at  Cemlyn  had  an  exceptional  year,  with  1,227  pairs  fledging 
over  1,400  young,  an  average  1.15  chicks  per  pair.  This  makes  Cemlyn  the  fourth  largest  Sandwich 
Tern  colony  in  the  U.K.,  holding  about  9%  of  the  British  population. 

Elsewhere  there  were  75  at  the  Braint  estuary  on  Apr.  6th,  160  at  Abermenai  Point  on  the  20th,  c. 
200  at  Porth  Penmon  on  July  19th  with  102  here  on  Sept.  5lh  and  70  at  Traeth  Dulas  on  July  25th . 

A  total  of  5,618  passed  Point  Lynas  between  Mar.  26th  and  Oct.  1 1th,  max.  a  local  movement  of  299 
on  June  17th,  171  w^est  in  1  Vz  hours  on  May  15lh  and  170  west  in  2Vz  hours  on  July  5lh.  The  last 
record  w'as  one  in  Beddmanarch  Bay  on  Nov.  1 1th. 

\  Approx.  200  +  12  juvs.  were  at  Gronant  Beach,  FLINT  on  July  27th. 

Inland:  singles  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Apr.  17th  -  18th  and  30th. 

ROSEATE  TERN  S.  dougalli  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

(B)  Confined  as  a  breeding  species  to  Anglesey .  where  there  is  less  than  10  pairs;  elsewhere  it  is 
occasionally  recorded  on  spring  and  autumn  passage  along  the  coasts. 

'  Two  pairs  bred  at  one  site  on  ANGLESEY  but  failed  to  fledge  young.  Up  to  three  pairs  were 
recorded  at  another  site,  but  no  breeding  attempts  were  made  (RSPB).  Breeding  figures  for 
Anglesey  over  the  last  nine  years  are: 


Year 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 

No.  of  sites 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

No.  of  pairs 

10 

1 

3-4 

5-6 

3 

2 

7 

7 

2 

Productivitv 

0.8 

1.0 

0.6 

0.2 

2.0 

0 

0.6 

1.0 

0 

it  ■ 

Elsewhere  an  adult  passed  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  16th,  one  off  Ynyslas, 
CEREDIGION  on  Apr.  18th  and  on  ANGLESEY  there  was  a  single  at  Cemlyn  on  June  2nd,  one  on 
July  2nd,  two  on  the  3rd  and  one  on  the  4th,  one  on  the  10th  and  two  on  July  16th.  One  passed  Point 
Lynas  on  July  16th. 

COMMON  TERN  S.  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

|  (C)  A  summer  visitor ,  which  breeds  on  Anglesey  and  Flint.  It  is  a  spring  and  autumn  passage 
migrant  to  all  coastal  areas  and  is  the  commonest  of  the  Sterna  species  inland. 

All  county  summaries  are  as  follows:  2  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  Apr.  16th,  a  single  at 
.  Goldcliff  Apr.  1 9th,  2  on  the  28th  and  a  single  there  on  Sept.  6th.  Singles  were  seen  in  spring  at 


129 


Cardiff  Bay,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Apr.  14th,  27th  and  29th  and  Porthcawl  on  May  16th. 
Subsequently,  1  adult  at  Lamby  Lake  on  July  16th.  In  autumn  single  juvs  noted  at  Ogmore  Est  on 
Sept.  8th  and  at  Llan/Lis  Res  from  Sept.  14th  -  21st.  At  Cardiff  Bay  2  juvs  were  present  from  Sept. 
29th  -  Oct.  2nd,  with  one  remaining  until  7lh. 

Singles  in  GOWER  during  the  spring  at  Loughor  Bridge  Apr.  20th  and  Port  Eynon  on  the  30th.  In 
autumn,  large  numbers  were  seen,  including  52  at  Berthlwyd  on  Aug.  19  ,  74  at  Wemffrwd  on  the 
26th,  84  at  Llanrhidian  on  the  27th,  250  at  Port  Eynon  on  the  29th  and  31 1  at  Rhossili  Bay  on  the 
30th.  1 10  were  counted  at  Berthlwyd  on  Sept.  9th  and  121  at  Penclawdd  on  the  13th. 

6  were  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  on  Mar.  20th  and  8  there  on  Sept.  1 1th. 

In  PEMBROKE  the  only  spring  records  were  of  a  single  off  Abermawr  on  Apr.  1 5th  and  3  in 
Fishguard  Harbour  on  the  18th.  In  autumn  146  passed  Strumble  Head  on  18  dates  between  July  31s1 
-  Oct.  4th,  max  67  on  Sept.  17th.  Elsewhere  2  Grassholm  Aug.  10th  with  6  there  on  Sept.  12th,  1  at 
the  Nevem  Est.  on  Sept.  5th,  21  off  Skokholm  on  Aug.  10lh,  15  on  1 1th,  3  on  Sept.  8th,  2  on  12th  and 
6  on  22nd.  There  was  a  good  spring  passage  off  CEREDIGION,  max.  300  at  Ynvslas  on  Apr.  1 5th. 

2  were  at  Aber  Dysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Aug.  10th;  in  CAERNARFON  the  earliest  record 
was  one  at  Morfa  Bychan  on  Apr.  14th  and  the  last  record  was  two  off  Bardsey  on  Oct.  16th. 

On  ANGLESEY  the  earliest  record  was  at  Point  Lynas  on  Apr.  16th,  with  a  total  of  27  recorded 
passing  the  point  between  this  date  and  Oct.  11th.  This  species,  like  Sandwich  Tern,  had  an 
excellent  year  at  the  Cemlyn  colony,  with  at  least  53  pairs  fledging  97-120  young,  the  highest 
breeding  success  recorded  at  Cemlyn. 

Inland  records  included:  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  17  dates.  May  2nd  -  Sept.  23rd,  including 
6  on  Aug.  2nd,  5  on  the  5th  and  12  on  the  28th.  A  single  also  at  Brechfa  on  May  21st.  Recorded  on  3 
days  in  May  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas,  MONTGOMERY  and  2  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  May  31st. 

Additional  records  for  2002:  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  17  dates  between  Apr.  30th  and  Sept. 

1 0th,  max.  1 8  on  May  1 3th,  1 4  on  the  1 8th  and  1 9  on  Aug.  1 5th. 

ARCTIC  TERN  S.  paradisea  MOR IVENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

(C)  The  commonest  of  the  tern  species  breeding  in  Wales.  It  is  con  fined  to  the  Anglesey  coast  for 
breeding.  Away  from  there ,  it  is  a  regular  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas ,  generally  scarcer  than 
Common.  Scarce  inland. 

Decidedly  more  scarce  on  passage  than  Common  Tern.  All  records  received  were:  26  up-channel 
passed  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  Apr.  21st,  19  on  the  19th;  10  up-channel  at  Rhymney  Est.  E. 
GLAMORGAN  on  Apr.  28th;  ones  and  twos  were  seen  in  GOWER  June  27th  -  Oct.  3rd,  the  largest 
count  was  of  7  off  Port  Eynon  on  Aug.  18th;  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  a  single  on  Apr. 
19th  and  2  on  the  26th.  In  PEMBROKE  2  at  Ramsey  Apr.  29lh  was  the  only  spring  record.  22  passed 
Strumble  Head  on  10  dates  between  Aug.  12th  -  Oct.  10th,  max  5  on  Aug.  12th.  Elsewhere  singles 
Grassholm  Sept.  12th ,  Teifi  Est.  Oct.  3rd,  Nevem  Est.  Oct.  14th,  2  off  Skokholm  on  Sept.l  1th  with  9 
there  22nd  and  one  on  Oct.  17th. 

MEIRIONNYDD:  30  at  Porthmadog  Cob  on  Apr.  14th,  2  were  at  Aber  Dysynni  on  Aug.  10th  and  2  1 
were  on  the  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  estuary  on  the  24th. 

CAERNARFON:  Small  numbers  were  recorded  at  Borth-y-Gest  during  late  August  and  early 
September.  Bardsey  recorded  a  single  on  Aug.  26th,  7  on  Sept.  7th  and  1 8  on  the  22nd. 

ANGLESEY:  The  earliest  record  was  one  at  The  Range  on  Apr.  20th.  A  total  of  40  were  recorded' 
past  Point  Lynas  between  Apr.  20th  -  Oct.  1 1th,  and  there  were  83  at  the  Range  on  July  1 1th  with  90 
here  on  Aug.  29th.  The  last  record  was  a  juv.  at  Cemlyn  on  Nov.  16th. 

Inland  singles  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  May  18th  and  July  23rd. 
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A  total  of  1,634  pairs  were  counted  on  the  Skerries,  ANGLESEY  but  no  information  on 
productivity  available  (RSPB).  At  another  site  390-412  pairs  fledged  600-650  young  (RSPB),  and 
at  Cemlyn  7-1 1  pairs  fledged  at  least  7  young  with  30+  adults  seen  here  on  May  6th. 

Additional  records  for  2002:  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  8  dates  in  spring  from  Apr.  20th, 
max.  6  on  May  1 3th.  On  there  on  Oct.  2nd  was  the  only  autumn  record. 

LITTLE  TERN  S.  albifrons  MOR  WENNOL  FECHAN 

(A)  A  summer  resident  which  breeds  only  at  one  colony  in  Flint,  otherw  ise  a  spring  and  autumn 
passage  migrant  to  other  coastal  areas,  rare  inland. 

All  records  as  follows:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  1 1  at  Sker  on  Apr.  25th  and  3  at  Kenfig  Sands  on 
Aug.  6th;  observed  more  frequently  than  in  most  in  GOWER,  2  at  Blackpill  on  Apr.  16th  and  at 
Berthlwyd  on  the  20lh.  In  autumn,  2  at  Berthlwyd  on  June  23rd,  3  at  Penclawdd  on  Aug.  19th,  a 
single  off  Port  Eynon  on  the  20th,  a  juv.  At  Berthlwy  d  on  the  21st  &  22nd,  4  at  Blackpill  and  one  off 
Port  Eynon  on  Aug.  28th  and  3  off  Mumbles  Pier  on  Sept.  8th. 

2  at  Pembrey,  CARMARTHEN  on  Apr.  29th;  a  single  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Aug. 
26th;  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  a  single  Apr.  20lh,  2  on  the  2F1  one  on  the  25th  and  a  single  on 
Aug.  7th;  a  single  at  the  William  Condrv  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on  Apr.  21sl  (presumably  one 
of  the  Ynyslas  individuals);  two  were  at  Aber  Dysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Aug.  10th;  One  wras 
fishing  off  Glan-y-mor  Elias,  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  31bt;  on  ANGLESEY  one  was  at  Pig 
Trwyn,  Aberffraw  on  Apr.  9th,  two  were  feeding  off  Point  Lvnas  on  May  6th,  an  adult  at  Cemlyn  on 
Aug.  30th,  one  at  the  Alaw  estuary  on  Sept.  16th  and  one  at  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP  on  Oct.  7th. 

Additional  records  for  2002:  2  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  May  1st  and  6  there,  which  came  in  with  a 
very  heavy  rainstorm,  on  the  evening  of  May  20th. 

BLACK  TERN  Chlidonias  niger  CORSWENNOL  DDE 

(B)  A  fairly  common  passage  migrant,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  in  autumn  but  also  recorded  on 
inland  waters;  spring  records  are  usually  fewer  in  number  but  there  are  substantial  influxes  in 
some  years. 

All  records  were  as  follows:  in  GWENT:  singles  at  Goldcliff  Apr.  22nd,  July  29th  Sept.  4th  &  17th 
and  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Sept.  6th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  in  spring  there  were  2  down-channel  at 
Cardiff  heliport  on  May  5lh.  In  autumn  there  w  as  a  juv.  at  Llan/Lis  Res  on  Sept.  12th  followed  by  2 
adults  there  on  Sept.  1 3th  and  an  un-aged  bird  at  Cardiff  Bay  on  Sept.  22nd.  At  Kenfig  Pool  single 
juvs.  were  noted  on  Sept.  1 3th  and  from  Sept.  1 8th  -  27th,  the  latter  being  joined  by  a  second  there 
I  from  Sept.  22nd  -  25lh. 

In  GOWER,  2  juvs.  off  Port  Eynon  on  Aug.  1 9th  and  20th,  an  adult  at  Salthouse  Point  on  the  28th,  a 
juv.  At  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  On  Sept.  3rd  and  19th  -  24th,  with  2  juvs.  there  on  the  25th. 

A  total  of  only  7  passed  Strumble  Hd.  on  5  dates  between  Aug.  16th  Oct.  2nd,  max  2  on  Sept.  4th 
&  16th.  The  smallest  passage  logged  since  1993.  A  single  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  on  Apr.  14th  - 
16th;  in  CAERNARFON  a  single  at  Borth-y-Gest  on  Sept.  27th,  singles  were  recorded  passed 
Bardsey  on  Aug.  31st  &  Sept.  22nd  with  the  same  bird  or  another  seen  the  next  day.  On 
ANGLESEY  there  was  one  at  Llyn  Llyw^enan  on  Apr.  18th.  On  autumn  passage  there  w^ere  6  past 
the  Range  on  Aug.  1 5th  and  4  passed  Point  Lvnas  on  Sept.  7lh,  with  one  here  on  the  9th,  two  on  the 
14th  and  one  on  the  1 8th. 

Inland  records  from  Llangorse- Lake,  BRECON,  an  adult  June  10th,  others  Aug.  25th,  28th  -  30th, 
then  in  September  7  on  the  5th,  2  on  the  10th  -  12th  and  6  on  the  14th. 

Additional  records  for  2002:  one  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  May  13th,  3  there  on  the  18th,  12 
on  Aug.  18th,  6  still  on  the  19th  and  one  from  the  30lh  until  Sept.  3rd. 
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GUILLEMOT  Uria  aalge  GWYLOG 

(C)  Resident  breeding  species  in  south-west  and  north-M’est  counties,  moving  out  to  sea  to  moult 
after  breeding  and  returning  to  the  vicinity  of  colonies  as  early  as  December. 

Breeding  season  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  77  birds  at  Worms  Head  on  Apr.  8lh 
and  294  individuals  there  on  July  2nd.  PEMBROKE:  200  were  off  Dinas  Head  on  May  18th. 
14,676  individuals  were  counted  on  Skomer  in  June.  With  an  increase  of  only  1.7%  on  2002,  this  is 
consistent  with  a  slowing  down  of  population  growth  in  the  last  3  years  following  their  dramatic 
expansion.  The  mean  productivity  of  0.71  per  pair  is  the  highest  for  5  years.  Counts  made  in  May 
gave  an  average  of  1,073  individuals  on  Skokholm.  Caldey,  St.  Margaret’s  held  404  individuals 
and  the  Castle  Martin  coast  1 3,727. 

CAERNARFON:  A  sharp  fall  was  seen  in  numbers  of  young  raised  on  Bardsey  this  year  compared 
with  last  year  with  only  376  counted;  a  decline  of  34.5%.  The  number  of  adults  on  ledges  was  also 
down,  though  only  by  5.7%. 


Year 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 

Adults  on  Ledges 

237 

399 

848 

609 

754 

711 

No.  of  young 

11 

70 

629 

494 

574 

376 

On  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  the  poor  productivity  mirrored  that  on  Enlli  with  a  39%  fall  in  number  of 
young  fledged  since  the  last  count  on  there  in  2001.  There  was  no  count  on  the  Great  Orme  this 
year. 

ANGLESEY:  4,708  birds  were  counted  on  the  ledges  at  South  Stack  RSPB  (RSPB).  There  were 
150  off  Puffin  Island  on  Jan.  19th  and  100+  here  on  Mar.  17th. 

RAZORB  ILL  A  lea  tor  da  LL  URS 

(C)  A  breeding  resident  on  the  cliffs  and  islands  of  north-west  and  south-west  Wales.  Some 
disperse  south  to  the  Portuguese  coasts  in  winter  with  a  proportion  entering  the  Mediterranean ; 
part  of  the  population  remains  in  Welsh  waters. 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  30  individuals  counted  at  Worm’s  Head  on 
Apr.  26*  and  40  there  on  May  26th.  PEMBROKE:  200  were  off  Dinas  Head  on  May  18th.  On 
Skomer  4,242  individuals  is  a  16.7%  decrease  on  the  record  count  of  2002.  0.48  fledged  per  pair  is 
a  41%  increase  on  the  low  of  2002  but  still  below'  the  11 -year  mean.  An  average  count  from 
Skokholm  was  1,103  individuals  with  153  on  Caldey  &  St.  Margaret’s  and  1,131  Castle  Martin 
coast. 

CAERNARFON:  The  number  of  adult  Razorbills  seen  in  the  colonies  on  Bardsey  matched  that  of 
last  year  (c.2000).  Again  however,  numbers  of  young  produced  were  not  reflected  in  this  number  of 
adults  in  colonies.  From  the  same  six  ‘colonies’  where  614  eggs/young  were  found  last  year  only 
137  young  w'ere  found  in  2003.  This  decrease  of  78%  on  last  year's  total  is  the  worst  nesting  year 
for  Razorbill  for  some  time.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  only  26  young  were  found  this  year;  a  fall  of 
41%  since  the  last  counts  in  2001.  There  was  no  count  on  the  Great  Orme  this  year.  Monthly 
maximum  counts: 


Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Bardsey 

150 

92 

300 

200 

0 

4 

330 

10.00 

ANGLESEY:  792  birds  were  counted  on  the  ledges  at  South  Stack  RSPB  (RSPB).  There  were  250 
on  the  sea  off  Puffin  Island  on  Jan.  1 9th,  with  1 00+  here  on  Mar.  1 7th  and  80  on  June  1 3lh. 

Single  seen  off  Sluice  Farm,  GWENT  on  May  1st  was  the  first  since  1998. 

200-r  were  feeding  off  Aber  Dysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Oct.  19th. 
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BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle  GWYLOG  DDU 

(A)  A  very  scarce  breeding  resident  in  Anglesey  and  rarely  elsewhere  in  north  Wales.  Occurs 
sparingly  off  the  coasts  of  Wales  outside  the  breeding  season. 

The  only  records  were:  from  Penally,  PEMBROKE  on  June  13th  and  Strumble  Head  on  Dec.  2nd;  a 
bird  was  seen  flying  onto  rocks  at  the  Great  Orme,  CAERNARFON  on  July  6th,  with  another 
sighting  here  on  the  10  ,  suggesting  possible  breeding.  There  were  several  records  of  1-2  birds  off 
Llanfairfechan.  Penmaenmawr  and  the  Great  Orme  and  one  was  off  Bardsey  on  June  26th.  On 
ANGLESEY  three  pairs  nested  at  Point  Lynas,  with  birds  seen  carrying  food  into  each  nest  site  but 
no  young  seen,  and  a  max.  of  7  birds  seen  here  on  several  dates  in  April  and  July.  Four  pairs  bred 
in  Holyhead  harbour,  each  raising  one  young.  At  the  Fedw  Fawr  breeding  colony,  there  was  a  max. 
of  9  birds  on  July  1 1th  with  7  here  on  June  1 3th  &  July  28th  .  A  pair  was  present  on  the  Cefni  estuary 
in  June.  1-4  birds  were  recorded  at  Penmon,  Aber  Lleiniog,  Trearddur  Bay,  Lligwy,  Cemlyn, 
Moelfre  and  the  Range. 

LITTLE  AUK  A  lie  alle  CA  RF1L  BA  CH 

(A)  Scarce  w  inter  visitor  in  irregular  numbers  offshore  on  the  western  seaboard.  Most  sightings  in 
late  autumn  and  early  winter;  often  associated  with  westerly  gales. 

All  records  were  from  PEMBROKE  of  singles  at  Strumble  Head  Sept.  23rd  &  Dec.  2nd  and  at 
Skomer  Oct.  30th. 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAL 

(C)  A  breeding  bird  of  offshore  islands  and  a  few  western  headlands.  Formerly  bred  in  large 
numbers. 

Counts  from  breeding  colonies  included:  in  PEMBROKE:  4,169  were  counted  off  Skokholm  on 
Mar.  31s1  the  first  coming  ashore  on  Apr.  3rd.  The  last  fledgling  seen  was  leaving  a  burrow  on  Aug. 
5lh.  First  recorded  off  Skomer  on  Mar.  19th  with  the  first  coming  ashore  on  the  25th.  Max  Spring 
count  8,537  on  May  10th  with  12,191  on  July  21st  but  by  Aug.  6th  numbers  were  down  to  single 
figures.  Breeding  success  was  0.78  per  pair.  2  ringed  Ads  returned  to  North  Haven  that  are  at  least 
36  years  old.  5  individuals  were  on  Caldey  &  St.  Margaret’s  during  the  breeding  season.  75  passed 
Strumble  Head  on  July  1 7th,  where  the  last  recorded  was  on  Oct.  9th. 

CAERNARFON:  The  first  records  of  the  year  were  three  on  Bardsey  on  Mar.  5th.  Up  to  six  birds 
were  seen  offshore  at  Bardsey  during  the  summer  months.  Once  again  birds  were  seen  flying  into 
the  Razorbill  colony  at  Bau  Felen,  and  one  bird  was  seen  leaving  a  burrow.  Upon  inspection  the 
burrow  contained  a  single  well-grown  chick.  At  least  one  other  adult  was  observed  carrying  food 
to  another  nest  hole.  On  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  only  307  of  the  cl, 300  burrows  which  were  checked 
were  apparently  occupied.  This  is  a  decline  of  some  74%  since  the  last  count  in  2001.  Only  five 
young  were  found  in  a  sample  of  about  75  burrows.  The  last  record  was  a  single  off  Bardsey  on 
Oct.  25th. 

ANGLESEY:  The  first  record  was  of  two  at  South  Stack  on  Mar.  18th.  There  were  an  estimated  238 
nests  on  the  Skerries  (RSPB),  and  a  max.  count  of  38  birds  at  South  Stack  RSPB  on  July  14th 
'RSPB).  There  were  6  off  Puffin  Island  on  June  13th. 

A  total  of  25  passed  Point  Lynas  between  May  13th  and  Sept.  28Ih,  max.  5  on  July  13th  and  7  on 
Aug.  31st. 

ROCK  DOVE  Columba  livia  COL  OMEN  Y  GR.4IG 

(D)  Feral. 
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STOCK  DOVE  Columba  oenas  COWMEN  WY LL  T 

(C)  Breeding  resident  occurring  widely  but  not  numerously  up  to  approximately  305  m;  most 
common  in  lowland  areas.  Appears  to  be  getting  scarcer  across  most  of  Wales,  probably  as  a 
result  of  a  change  in  farming  practices  and  a  decline  in  arable  land. 

Large  winter  counts  were:  120  at  Llanvaplev,  GWENT  on  May  6  and  50  at  roost  at  Caerleon  Jan. 
11th;  60  at  Bonvilston,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  30th  &  Dec.  2nd,  272  at  a  roost  at  Margam 
Moors  /  Morfa  Pinewoods,  GOWER  on  Jan.  18th,  30  at  Slwch  Farm.  BRECON  on  Nov.  30th.  200 
at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  in  early  winter  and  60  at  River  Clwyd,  CLWYD  on  Mar.  13th. 
In  the  breeding  season  monitoring  of  farmland  birds  in  the  arable  areas  of  SE  BRECON  revealed  a 
total  of  41  pairs. 


WOOD  PIGEON  Columba  palumbus  YSGUTHAN 

(C)  Abundant  breeding  species:  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

Large  counts  included:  1,000  at  Llandevaud,  GWENT  on  Dec.  2nd;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  3.000  at 
Nash  Point  Oct.  19th,  3,000  at  Gileston  &  5,000  at  St.  Donats  on  Oct.  24th  and  4,500  at  Nash  Point 
Nov.  4th;  in  GOWER:  680  at  Margam  on  Nov.  1st,  4,550  going  NW  in  80  mins,  at  Mynydd 
Margam  on  Oct.  19th;  500  at  Porth  Clais,  PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  14th. 


COLLARED  DOVE  Streptopelia  decaocto  TURTUR  DORCHOC 

(C)  Now  a  widespread  and  common  resident,  having  first  appeared  in  Wales  in  1959. 

Unusually  large  counts  were:  200  counted  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  17th.  315  at  the 
Range,  ANGLESEY  on  May  30th  in  one  flock,  with  a  total  of  over  500  there  in  the  day. 

H 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur  TURTUR 

(B)  Very  rare  summer  visitor  in  eastern  Wales  with  numbers  declining  further:  passage  migrant . 
mainly  spring,  in  small  numbers. 

All  records  were:  GWENT:  singles  at  St.  Brides  May  4th,  GL.W'R  Goldcliff  June  12th  and  in  the 
Trelleck  area  July  9th  -  1 1th;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  all  records  were  of  single  birds,  the  first  being  at 
Trehyngyll,  Nr.  Cowbridge  on  May  19lh.  All  other  records  were  in  autumn:  at  Larnby  Lake  and 
Lavemock  on  Sept.  3rd,  Kenfig  on  Sept.  20th  and  21st,  Cardiff  Eleliport  on  Oct.  1st,  Bridgend  on 
Oct.  2nd  and  at  Cosmeston  on  Oct.  20th;  2  on  the  Llanelli  coastal  path.  CARMARTHEN  on  Apr. 

1 5th  and  one  at  Carmel  Aug.  25th;  PEMBROKE:  a  better  spring  passage  than  2002,  Skomer  singles  . 
on  May  4th  and  27th,  June  14th  &  26th  -28th,  with  2  on  May  28th  -29th  and  June  13th.  Skokholm: 
singles  May  4th,  8th,  27th,  28th  and  30th,  also  June  13th  with  2  on  Apr.  22nd.  Ramsey:  1  on  May  28th 
and  2  the  next  day,  singles  Marloes  village  May  24th  and  Llanmill  June  3rd.  Autumn  records,  all 
singles,  Skomer  July  1st,  5th,7Ih  -8th,  Aug.  6th  and  Sept.  19th,  Skokholm  juv.  Sept.  15th  -21st,  ^ 
Ramsey  Sept.  7th,  Pwll  Deri  Sept.  17th,  Flimston  Bay  Sept.  20th,  Marloes  Mere  Oct.  2nd  and  St 
Justinian’s  Oct.  1 3th. 

CAERNARFON:  Very  few  this  year,  the  only  records  being  singles  on  Bardsey  on  May  30th  and 
Oct.  1st.  ANGLESEY:  Singles  were  recorded  at  Cemlyn  on  May  28th,  at  the  Range  on  May  30th,  al 
Point  Lynas  on  June  4th,  on  wires  with  Collared  Doves  at  Llaneilian  on  June  23rd,  at  Hen  Felin  or 
Sept.  21st,  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  Sept.  25th  and  28th  and  at  the  Range  with  Collared  Doves  on  Sept  i 
28th. 

I 

Approximate  monthly  totals  were:  -'P 


Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept .  Oct. 

3  15  8  4  2  11  6 

Additional  record  for  2002:  2  at  Llandegla  Forest,  CLWYD  on  June  2nd. 


K 

I  j« 
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CUCKOO  C  uculus  canorus  COG 

(C)  Formerly  a  locally  common  breeding  summer  visitor  to  all  counties  but  appears  to  be 
declining  and  far  from  common;  also  recorded  on  passage. 

On  the  MoD  ranges  at  Sennybridge  BRECON  a  count  of  29  territorial  males  in  May.  Recorded  in 
17  out  of  80  MONTGOMERY  gardens  in  a  MWT  survey. 

Earliest  arrival  and  latest  departure  dates: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  6th 

Llanfair  Kilgeddin 

Aug.  25th 

Newhouse 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  20tk 

Nantvffyllon 

Sept.  3ld 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

Apr.  14"’ 

At  4  sites 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  18th 

Pembrey 

Sept.  1 7Ih 

Cvnghordy 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  17th 

Mynachloggddu 

Nov.  1  Ith 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  18lh 

Cross  Inn 

BRECON 

Apr.  18th 

Y  Gors 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Apr.  22nd 

Llanuwchllyn 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  l'4th 

Tan  y  Coed 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  15th 

Cors  Erddreiniog 

Aug.  24Ih 

Soldier's  Pt 

BARN  OWL  Tyto  alba 


TYLLUAN  WEN 


(C)  A  breeding  resident  in  all  counties,  population  appears  to  be  stable  in  many  counties  after  a 
prolonged  period  of  decline. 

5  pairs  nested  in  the  Usk  Valley,  GWENT  fledging  17y,  also  reported  from  7  other  sites  in  the 
county;  recorded  at  18  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  7  pairs  bred;  7  prs.  bred  in  GOWER  and 
recorded  at  10  other  sites;  reported  from  7  sites  in  CARMARTHEN,  bred  at  1-2  sites;  recorded  at 
25  sites  in  PEMBROKE;  in  BRECON  reported  from  28  locations,  12y  fledged  from  5  prs.  at  8 
sites  in  the  north  of  the  county;  24-27  pairs  bred  in  RADNOR;  67  prs.  fledged  170y  in 
MONTGOMERY;  reported  from  one  site  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  reported  from  6  sites  in 
CAERNARFON;  bred  at  2  sites  on  ANGLESEY  and  seen  at  18. 


S SNOWY  OWL  Bubo  scandiacus  TYLL  CAN  FA CH 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

A  single  on  Bardsey,  CAENARFON  Apr.  13th  2002  was  the  first  accepted  record  in  Wales  since 
1976. 

i  LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLL UAN  FACH 

(C)  Locally  common  breeding  resident  in  most  eastern  counties ,  scarcer  and  probably  decreasing 
in  the  west.  Greatly  under-recorded. 

A  summary  of  records  received  were:  GWENT:  reported  from  9  sites  during  the  breeding  season, 
with  breeding  noted  at  4  of  them,  also  recorded  at  5  other  sites;  recorded  at  1 5  sites  and  bred  at  7  in 
E.  GLAMORGAN;  bred  at  one  site  in  GOWER;  4  prs.  in  PEMBROKE  and  recorded  at  3  other 
sites;  2  prs.  in  BRECON  but  seen  at  3  others;  seen  at  3  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  3  prs.  bred  on 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  single  pairs  bred  on  the  Great  Orme  and  the  Little  Orme  and  individuals 
were  reported  from  one  other  site;  seen  at  1 1  sites  on  ANGLESEY. 


TAWNY  OWL  Strix  aluco  TYLL  UAN  FRECH 

(D)  A  common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  in  areas  of  woodland  in  all  counties  but  possibly 
i  declining. 


LONG-EARED  OWL  Asia  otus 


TYLLUAN  GORNIOG 


[ B )  A  scarce  resident  in  some  counties.  Also  a  scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 


Recorded  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Jan.  7th;  Llyn  Llech  Owain,  CARMARTHEN  on  Apr.  12th 
and  at  Salem  on  Sept.  7th;  Skokholm.  PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  28th  -  29th  and  the  DowTog  Nov.  1st  - 
*  20th  and  a  migrant  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  14th. 
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The  only  breeding  records  were  of  2  pairs  in  GWENT,  3  pairs  in  RADNOR,  a  pair  on  Bardsey, 
which  fledged  2y  and  a  pair  near  Ruabon  Moor,  DENBIGH  fledged  4+y. 

SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.  flammeus  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

(C)  Scarce  breeding  resident.  Winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers  to  all  counties. 
Breeding  records  included:  4  pairs  in  PEMBROKE  at  Skomer,  fledging  5+  young  (there  were  6  on 
the  island  in  November)  and  at  8  sites  in  RADNOR  (4-6  pairs  in  2002). 

Breakdown  of  individuals  recorded  in  each  county: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

3 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

CAERNARFON 

1 

4 

ANGLESEY 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

In  PEMBROKE  individuals  were  recorded  on  Skomer,  Skokholm  and  Ramsey  and  on  the 
mainland  at  4  locations  including  4  at  the  Dowrog  on  Nov.  1st. 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus  TROELLWR  MA  H  R 

(C)  Widespread  but  scarce  summer  visitor  The  breeding  population  has  increased  over  the  past  ten 
years  and  is  now  mainly  dependent  on  clearfell  areas  in  forestry  plantations. 

Breeding  records  were  received  as  follows,  they  do  not  constitute  a  complete  census. 

GWENT:  33  males  in  the  Wye  Valley  forests,  20  at  Wentwood  and  4  at  4  other  locations; 
GOWER:  birds  were  present  in  12  upland  forestry'  sites,  up  to  4  at  Gamwen,  3  Margam  Forest,  2 
Pelenna  Mountain  Centre  and  2/3  Rhiw  Tor  Cymru;  2  prs.  in  Brechfa  forest,  CARMARTHEN,  3  at 
Llanwllni  and  one  at  Cynghordy;  2  singles  on  passage  in  the  St.  David's  area,  PEMBROKE  in  early 
June.  CEREDIGION:  a  total  of  singing  males  in  4  sites;  BRECON:  a  survey  in  June  and  July  found 
20  singing  males  at  8  sites,  Glasfynydd  Forest  (5),  Mynydd  Du  (5),  Nant  y  Dresgen  (3), 
Abergwesyn  (a  new  site),  Pant  MawT.  Halfway  Forest  (2),  Talybont  Forest  (2)  and  Coity  Wood.  3 
were  seen  in  Glasfynydd  Forest  in  August  and  one  at  Pant  Mawr;  17  males  at  7  sites  in  RADNOR 
(5  at  5  in  2002);  MONTGOMERY:  3  territorial  males  on  the  William  Condry  NR  on  the  Dyfi  and 
in  Dyfnant  Forest  in  June;  MEIRIONNYDD:  One  was  churring  near  Gwaith  Powdwr, 
Penrhyndeudraeth  on  June  1 1th  and  one  was  churring  on  the  far  side  of  Afon  Dwyryd  from  Gwaith 
Powdwr  on  June  20th;  CAERNARFON:  At  Cors  Bodgynydd,  churring  was  first  heard  on  May  29th. 
At  least  4  birds  churring  on  June  27th  June.  ANGLESEY:  One  was  reported  at  South  Stack  on  July 
1 1th.  CLWYD:  2prs.  fledged  6y  at  Nercwys  Mountain  and  one  heard  near  Llangollen  in  June. 

SWIFT  Apus  apus  GWENNOL  DDU 

(C)  A  widespread  and  plenti  ful  summer  visitor. 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  23rd 

Chepstow  &  Usk 

Aug.  1 8th 

Bishton 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  20th 

Cardiff  Bay 

Sept.  19th 

Godreaman 

GOWER 

Oct.  2nd 

Eglwys  Nunnydd  Res. 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  15"’ 

Dinefwr  Park 

Aug.  22nd 

Rhydcymean  &  Dinefwr  Park 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  24th 

Aug.  28,h 

Strumble  Head 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  23  rd 

Aberleri 

BRECON 

Apr.  23  rd 

Llanwrthwl 

Aug.  26th 

Brecon 

MONTGOMERY 

Aug.  24th 

Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas 

MEIRIONNYDD 

May  2nd 

Dolgellau 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  26th 

Aber  Ogwen  &  Conwy 

Aug.  21* 

Penmorfa 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  23rd 

Llyn  Penrhyn 

Aug.  21s' 

Point  Lynas 

The  main  spring  counts  were:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  500  at  Kenfig  May  16th,  700  Cardiff  Bay  June 
8th;  in  GOWER  300  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  May  1st,  5th  &  1 5th,  370  at  Port  Talbot  docks  May  30th; 
400-500  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  Apr.  30th. 

ALPINE  SWIFT  A.  melba  GWENNOL  DDU'R  ALPAU 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

Single  at  Fedw  Fawr,  ANGLESEY  on  June  5th. 

Additional  record  for  2002  of  one  at  Aberdaron,  CAERNARFON  on  Mar.  25lh. 

KINGFISHER  A  Ice  do  at  this  GLAS  Y  DORIAN 

(C)  Resident  in  lowland  areas. 

In  GWENT  74-  pairs  recorded  breeding  plus  records  from  10  other  sites;  E.  GLAMORGAN  33 
records  from  10  locations,  from  28  locations  in  GOWER  and  from  19  sites  in  CARMARTHEN.  In 
BRECON  noted  at  12  sites  during  the  breeding  season,  with  successful  nesting  noted  at  Glasbury, 
Scethrog,  Sennybridge,  Brecon,  Llanwrthwl  and  Llyswen. 

In  CAERNARFON  no  breeding  season  records  were  received  but  birds  were  recorded  in  at  least  9 
sites  outside  the  breeding  season.  In  ANGLESEY  a  pair  bred  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  and  individuals 
were  reported  from  8  sites  outside  the  breeding  season. 

BEE-EATER  Merops  apiaster  G WYBEDGOG  Y  GWENYN 

(A)  A  rare  visitor  to  Wales. 

Two  at  Bishopston,  GOWER  on  May  13th,  singles  in  PEMBROKE  at  Skomer  on  May  1st  and  from 
Skokholm  and  Marloes  Mere  on  June  8th. 

I  HOOPOE  Upupa  epops  COPOG 

(A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  to  Wales. 

All  record  were:  at  Solutia,  Newport,  GWENT  on  May  E';  at  Llanmorlais,  GOWER  on  Mar.  12th  - 
13lh;  at  Cynghordy,  CARMARTHEN  on  Aug.  26th;  PEMBROKE:  at  Ramsey  Mar.  27th  -  28th  & 
June  8lh  -15th,  Skomer  Apr.  22nd  and  Tretio  Apr.  19th;  at  Nebo,  CEREDIGION  on  Mar.  17th  -  20th; 
CAERNARFON:  One  was  on  Bardsey  on  Apr.  16th  and  one  near  Abererch  on  Dec.  23rd. 
ANGLESEY:  There  was  one  in  a  field  in  the  Anglesey  Sea  and  Surf  Centre  grounds,  Porth 
Dafarch  Road,  Holyhead  on  Mar.  23rd. 

Additional  record  for  2002:  one  at  Shakey  Bridge,  RADNOR  on  Apr.  1 1th. 

!  Additional  record  for  2001:  CAERNARFON  one  was  reported  to  have  been  seen  in  the  docks  area 
at  Pwllheli  in  October. 

WRYNECK  Jynx  torquilla  PENGAM 

'  {A)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  in  Wales,  chiefly  to  coastal  counties  in  autumn. 

All  records  were:  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  24th  -  25th;  in  PEMBROKE  spring 
records  of  singles  at  Mullock  Bridge  Apr.  9th  and  Skokholm  Apr.  17th.  Autumn  singles  at  Gann 
Sept.  5th,  Dale  airfield  Sept.  9lh  and  Nov.  1 1th,  Ramsey  Sept.  27th,  Skokholm  Sept.  9th  &  1 1th,  Oct. 
13th  -14th  and  19th,  Skomer  an  elusive  bird  on  Sept.  2nd  and  up  to  2  seen  until  the  29th. 
CAERNARFON:  One  on  Bardsey  on  Apr.  2El  April  was  only  the  eighth  spring  record  for  the 
island.  In  autumn  one  on  Aug.  6th  and  followed  by  another  on  the  28th. 
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GREEN  WOODPECKER  Picus  viridis  C NOCELL  WERDD 

(C)  Once  a  common  breeding  resident  throughout  lowland  Wales  except  on  Anglesey  where  it  is 
scarce.  It  now  appears  to  be  doing  well  in  some  eastern  and  southern  counties  but  declining  in  most 
western  counties ,  and  Montgomery  and  Radnor. 

The  few  records  received  are  summarised:  GWENT:  bred  at  13+  sites  and  reported  from  4  others; 
in  E.  GLAMORGAN  a  total  of  39  breeding  pairs  located,  including  10  at  Ystrad/  Llwynpia  and  32 
in  the  Llynfi  Valley.  An  interesting  record  w'as  of  one  was  observed  coming  in  off  the  sea  at  E. 
Aberthaw  on  Mar.  31st.  3  pairs  bred  in  GOWER,  35-+-  other  records;  reported  from  9  sites  in 
CARMARTHEN;  recorded  at  9  sites  in  PEMBROKE,  including  one  on  Ramsey  on  May  10th; 
reported  from  5  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD,  1 3  in  CAERNARFON  and  7  on  ANGLESEY. 

GREAT  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopos  major  C NOCELL  FRA ITH  FWYAF 

( D )  A  common  breeding  resident  in  wooded  parts  of  Wales  but  scarce  on  Anglesey  arid  the  Llyn 
peninsula. 

LESSER  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopos  minor  CNOCELL  FLLAITH  LEIAF 

(B)  A  scarce  and  local  breeding  resident  in  all  counties ,  principally  distributed  in  the  lowlands  and 
along  the  main  river  valleys. 

The  number  of  sites  in  each  county  from  which  this  woodpecker  were  reported  in  2003  are: 
GWENT  (11),  E.  GLAMORGAN  (9),  GOWER  (2),  CARMARTHEN  (10),  PEMBROKE  (6), 
BRECON  (5),  RADNOR  (6),  MEIRIONNYDD  (2),  CAERNARFON  (4),  CLWYD  (2). 

2  records  in  Newtown  Park,  MONTGOMERY  and  a  survey  by  MWT  members  recorded  this 
species  in  1 1/80  gardens. 

BLACK  LARK  Melanocorypha  yeltoniensis  EHEDYDD  DU 

(A)  Very  rare  vagrant. 

A  bird  found  by  a  volunteer  warden  at  South  Stack  RSPB,  ANGLESEY  on  June  1st  was  the 
ornithological  event  of  the  year  on  the  island,  attracting  large  crowds  and  staying  until  the  8th.  See 
pi  67. 


SHORT-TOED  LARK  Calandrella  brachydactyla  EHEDYDD  LLWYD 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

A  single  at  Morfa  Conwy,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  23rd. 

WOODLARK  Lullula  arborea  EHEDYDD  Y  COED 

(A)  Formerly  resident  but  now  extinct  as  a  breeding  species. 

All  records  were:  2,  Peterstone  Sluice  Fann,  GWENT  on  Oct.  5th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  2  at 
Lavemock,  Oct.  17th  Kenfig,  Nov.  16th  and  a  single  at  Llanilid,  Dec.  5th  &  8th;  GOWER:  12  at 
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Pitton,  Oct.  16th  one  at  Porth  Clais,  PEMBROKE  Oct.  26th. Ten  birds  in  Bodafon  Fields, 
Llandudno,  CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  16th  -18th,  with  3  remaining  to  the  23rd. 

SKYLARK  Alauda  arvensis  EHEDYDD 

(C)  A  widespread  but  declining  breeding  species;  abundant  passage  migrant  in  autumn  and  winter. 
Large  winter  flocks,  over  200,  included:  300  at  Ty’n-y-caeau  Farm,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov. 
20th;  200  at  Rhossili,  GOWER,  Nov.  21st  &  Dec.  27th;  300  at  Llandefalle  Hill,  BRECON  on  Sept. 
28th  and  200  at  Ffostyll  on  Oct.  5th. 

Survey  of  MOD  Sennybirdge,  BRECON  counted  390+  territorial  males.  A  re-survey  of  1 1  sq.  km 
of  Ruabon  Moor,  CLWYD  in  spring  found  33  pairs,  as  against  an  average  of  42  pairs  in  the  same 
area  in  the  early  1 980s. 

SHORELARK  Eremophila  alpestris  EHEDYDD  Y  TRAETH 

(A)  Regular  annually  at  one  North  Wales  site  in  very  small  numbers,  otherwise  a  scarce  and 
irregular  winter  visitor  and  scarce  passage  migrant. 

An  adult  at  Berges  Island  GOWER  on  Dec.  28th  2002  remained  until  Mar.  3El  2003.  Single  at 
Trefin,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  17th. 

SAND  MARTIN  Riparia  riparia  GWENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

(C)  Locally  common  breeding  visitor,  most  numerous  in  eastern  counties,  increasing.  Passage 
migrant  in  spring  and  autumn. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Mar.  IIth 

Bryn 

Sept.  15th 

Abergavenny  4 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Mar.  1 1th 

Kenfig  &  Watermill 

Sept.  29th 

1 5  at  Kenfig 

GOWER 

Mar.  10th 

Penclawdd  &  Cwm  Ivy 

CARMARTHEN 

Mar.  1 1th 

Rhydcymeran 

PEMBROKE 

Mar.  18th 

Marloes  Mere 

Oct.  1  l,h 

Strumble  Head 

CEREDIGION 

Mar.  16th 

Aberystwyth 

BRECON 

Mar.  6th 

Llangorse  Lake 

MONTGOMERY 

Mar.  1 5th 

Dolydd  Hafren 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Mar.  30th 

Dolgellau 

CAERNARFON 

Mar.  20th 

Bardsey 

Oct  18th 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

Mar.  1 5Ih 

Llyn  Pcnrhyn 

The  largest  gatherings  were:  1.000  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Aug.  30th,  1,200  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on  Aug.  28th  &  2,000  there  on  Sept.  19th  and  400  at  Llangorse,  BRECON 
on  July  26th. 

140  nests  in  4  areas  of  bank  at  Abergavenny  castle  Meadows,  GWENT  and  300  were  estimated 
roosting  at  Uskmouth  on  July  25th,  400  on  the  31st.  190+  pairs  bred  in  the  Lower  Wye,  RADNOR. 

SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica  GWENNOL 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  common  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  2nd 

Uskmouth 

Nov.  16'" 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Mar.  27'" 

Kenfig 

Nov.  21st 

Gileston 

GOWER 

Apr.  2nd 

Waunarlwydd 

Oct.  16'" 

Langland  Court  (40) 

CARMARTHEN 

Mar.  22nd 

Carmarthen 

Oct.  12'" 

Taliaris 

PEMBROKE 

Mar.  27!h 

Trcfeiddan 

Nov.  12th 

Porth  Clais 

CEREDIGION 

Mar.  17lh 

Aberystwyth 

Nov.  3rd 

Treddol 

BRECON 

Apr.  5th 

Glasbury 

Oct.  12'" 

Crai  village 

MONTGOMERY 

Mar.  24'" 

William  Condry  Reserve 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Apr.  1 3  th 

Fairbourne 

CAERNARFON 

Mar.  12'" 

Bardsey 

Oct.  27'" 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  24'" 

Carmel  Head 
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Winter  records  on  ANGLESEY:  3  were  at  Llangefni  on  Dec.  5th,  with  3  there  until  the  19th  and 
there  were  2  juveniles  on  the  2Ll. 

At  Dinhren  Isa  Farm  study,  Llangollen,  CLWYD,  7  pairs,  the  lowest  recorded  since  monitoring 
began  in  1992,  clutch  size  was  4.5  (as  against  4.86  in  2002  and  4.29  in  2000)  and  total  young 
fledged  per  pair  was  7.9  as  against  7.1  in  2002. 

Largest  spring  gatherings  included:  350+  at  Kenfig  on  Apr.  29  ,  300  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res., 
GOWER  on  Apr.  25th  and  400  there  on  May  1st.  500  at  Ramsey,  PEMBROKE  on  May  5th. 

In  autumn  the  largest  gatherings  were:  400  at  Rumney  Great  WTiarf.  E.  GLAMORGAN  Sept.  9th, 
500  at  Kenfig  on  the  15th  and  thousands  at  Lavernock  on  Oct.  8th;  340  moving  east  passed 
Blackpill,  GOWER  on  Sept.  27th,  400  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Sept.  8th  &  11th  and  500+  at 
Kidwelli,  CARMARTHEN  on  Sept.  27lh.  In  PEMBROKE  autumn  passage:  Skokholm:  400  on 
Sept.  23rd,  1,000  on  Sept.  26th,  600  on  27th,  400  on  the  28th,  Skomer:  all  moving  east.  200  on  Sept. 
8th,  600  on  15th  -  16*,  300  on  24th,  500  on  26th  and  1,000+  on  27th  and  1,  391  at  Strumble  Head 
moving  south  east  on  Oct.  1 1th  in  2.5  hours. 

RED-RUMPED  SWALLOW  Hirundo  daurica  GWENNOL  DINGOCH 

(A)  Vagrant. 

Juvenile  /  1st  winter  moving  East  over  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  21st. 

Additional  record  for  2002  of  a  single  at  Bosherston,  PEMBROKE  on  Apr.  26th. 

HOUSE  MARTIN  Delichon  urbica  G  WENNOL  Y  BONDO 

(C)  Summer  visitor,  well  distributed  and  locally  common. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Mar.  29th 

Magor 

Oct.  17th 

Wyesham  2 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  13th 

Comeston 

Oct.  20lh 

St.  Mary's  Well  Bay 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  1 7th 
Apr.  16th 

Ynystawe 

Rhydcymeran  &  Ffosddu 

Oct.  3rd 

Rhydcymeran 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  4th 

Skomer  &  Skokholm 

Oct.  1 1th 

Skokholm 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

Mar.  30th 
Apr.  16th 

Borlh 

Llanwrtyd  Wells 

Oct.  12th 

Crai  Village 

MEIRIONNYDD 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  14lh 
Apr.  15th 
Apr.  11th 

Dolgellau 

Bardsey 

Llyn  Penrhyn 

Nov.  12th 

Penrhyn  Bay 

Largest  spring  gatherings  were:  200  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on  May  3rd  and  500  at 
Llangorse,  BRECON  on  the  11th.  In  autumn  there  were  300  at  Aberavon  Industrial  Estate,  E. 
GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  25th  and  500  at  Lavernock  on  Oct.  3rd.  330  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on 
Aug.  1 1th  and  400  at  Tegoyd  Chapel,  BRECON  on  Sept.  5th. 

RICHARD’S  PIPIT  Anthus  novaeseelandiae  ORHEDYDD  RICHARD 

(A)  A  scarce  autumn  passage  migrant. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  a  1st  w,  Llanilid,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Dec.  5th  into  2004;  in 
PEMBROKE  singles  at  Whitesands,  St.  David's  on  Oct.  16th,  at  Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  18th  &  22nd 
and  2  at  Porthselau  on  Oct.  22nd;  in  CAERNARFON  at  Bardsey  on  Oct.  1st,  perhaps  the  same  on 
the  following  day,  2  there  on  Oct.  1 1th  &  12th  and  4  on  the  Nov.  5th  &  6th;  at  Aber  Clettwr,  Dyfi 
Estuary,  CEREDIGION  on  Nov.  21s’. 

Additional  record  for  2002  of  a  ls1  winter  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  Sept.  29lh. 
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TAWNY  PI  PIT  A  nthus  campestris  CORHED  YDD  MEL  YN 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

A  single  at  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  on  June  9th. 

TREE  PIPIT  A.  trivial  is  CORHEDYDD  Y  COED 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  locally  numerous  summer  visitor.  Passage  migrant  in  fairly  small 
numbers,  best  marked  on  the  south  coast  in  autumn. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  in  BRECON  were  of  67  territories  on  the  MoD  training  area  at 
Mynydd  Epynt.  Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Site 

Latest 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  12lh 

Wentwood 

Aug.  23rd 

Llandegfedd  Res 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  4lh 

Garnwen  (5) 

Sept.  21st 

Lavernock 

GOWER 

Apr.  16th 

River  Kenfig 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  14th 

Rhydcymeran 

Aug.  16th 

Rhydcymeran 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  17th 

Mynachllogddu 

Sept.  21s1 

Skomer 

BRECON 

Apr.  10th 

Llangorse  Lake 

Aug.  28:h 

Llangorse  Lake 

MEIRIONNYDD 

May  Is’ 

Cadair  Idris 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  6lh 

Penmachno  (3) 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  6th 

Braint  Fist. 

MEADOW  PIPIT  A.  pratensis  CORHEDYDD  Y  WAUN 

(C)  A  widespread  and  numerous  breeding  species,  especially  on  moorland.  Winter  visitor  and 
passage  migrant.  Most  breeding  birds  are  summer  visitors. 

48  territories  on  Manmoel  and  42  on  the  Blorenge,  GWENT,  436  territories  on  MOD  Sennvbridge, 
BRECON  and  51  territories  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON. 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  329  at  Nash  Point  Sept.  13th  &  400  on  the  25th,  600  there  on  Oct.  1st,  200+  at 
Kenfig  on  Sept.  21st  and  600  at  Lavemock  Point  Oct.  2nd.  200  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  in  the 
p  period  Sept.  15th  -  16th;  200-300  near  Brecon  Apr.  10th:  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  max.  monthly 
counts  550  in  March,  300  in  September  and  518  in  October.  221  at  the  Range,  ANGLESEY  Mar. 


ROCK  PIPIT  A.  petrosus  .  CORHEDYDD  Y  GRAIG 

(C)  A  breeding  resident  of  rocky >  coastlines  in  all  coastal  counties  except  Flint  and  Gwent.  Winter 
visitor  in  small  numbers. 

In  PEMBROKE  there  were  30  breeding  territories  on  Skokholm  and  26  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON. 


Individuals  of  the  Scandinavian  race  littoralis  were  seen  at  the  Ogmore  Est.,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on 
Mar.  4th,  at  Penclawdd  Sewage  Works,  GOWER  2  on  Mar.  9th,  23rd  &  24th.  A  single  inland  at 
Llangasty  Point,  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Oct.  4th. 


WATER  PIPIT  A.  spinoletta  CORHEDYDD  Y  DWR 

(A)  A  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers,  mainly  recorded  in  coastal  areas  but  also,  less  frequently 
inland.  Passage  migrant  in  small  numbers. 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  at  Plwran  Mawr  -  Ogmore,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Jan.  28th, 
Ogmore  Est.  Nov.  11th  until  the  end  of  the  year.  In  GOWER:  at  Dan-y-Lan  Jan.  4th,  Penclawdd 
Sewage  Works  Jan.  5th  -  10th,  7  there  on  the  22nd,  4  on  the  23rd  and  one  on  Mar.  24th.  At  Castell-du 


Mar.  21st  -  22nd,  2  at  Baglan  Saltings  &  Burros  on  Dec.  9tn,  2  at  Dalton’s  Point  Dec.  15 
2  at  Gwynfaen  /  Loughor  Dec.  24n.  At  Kidwelli,  CARMARTHEN  Feb.  19th  and  at  Banc-y-Lord 
Dec.  24.  PEMBROKE:  Newgale  Marsh:  3  on  Jan.  1 1th,  singles  Jan.  13d1,  Feb.  27th,  4  on  Dec.  5th, 


xth 


:th 


17th  and 


10  on  6th,  3  on  the  8™.  Singles  Nevem  Est  Nov.  2C1  and  Angle  Nov.  22na.  CEREDIGION:  3  at 


>th 


st 


>nd 


Cors  caron  Jan.  18th,  11  there  Nov.  22na,  2  at  Aber  Clettwr  Jan.  10in,  4  in  November  -  December 
and  2  in  Aberystwyth  in  November  -  December. 


>nd 


th 
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MEIRIONNYDD:  There  were  singles  at  the  Meirionnydd  end  of  Porthmadog  Ccb  on  Jan.  4th  and 
Feb.  19th  -  Mar.  5Ih,  with  two  here  on  Mar.  23rd,  one  in  almost  full  summer  plumage.  One  was 
again  here  on  Nov.  26th.  CAERNARFON:  There  was  one  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Jan.  1st.  In  the 
autumn  there  were  two  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  28th,  one  remaining  to  the  30th  when  a  different  bird 
was  also  seen.  Three  were  seen  on  Nov.  6th  including  one  different  individual,  with  singles 
(presumed  to  be  one  of  the  birds  from  the  6th)  seen  on  Dec.  1 5th  &  27th,  thus  four  individuals  in 
total.  One  at  Red  Wharf  Bay,  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  23rd  and  two  here  on  Nov.  1 5th. 

Inland  there  were  2  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Nov.  15th. 


Overall  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

Oct. 

A'ov.  Dec. 

20  3  4  0 

3 

28  25 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  flava 

SIGLEN  FELEN 

(B)  A  summer  visitor,  now  breeding  regularly  in  only  six  counties. 

Breeding  records  were:  GWENT:  2  prs.  at  Llanfair  Kilgeddin,  3  prs.  near  Monmouth  and  several 
in  the  fields  at  Llanllowell.  BRECON:  16  territories  found  along  the  Wye  (cf.  21  in  2002).  with  the 
bulk  along  the  Wye  but  others  at  Ffordd  Fawr  -  Dderw  (9),  3  at  Llangorse,  2prs.  Tregoyd  Mill  and 
single  pairs  at  Great  Porthamel  and  Scethrog.  3-4  pairs  at  Dolydd  hafren,  MONTGOMERY. 
Possibly  one  pair  near  Ruabon,  CLWYD. 

Multiple  counts  on  passage  were:  9  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  May  251h  and  3  at  Point 
Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  Mar.  25th. 

In  autumn:  at  Goldcliff,  GWENT  12  on  Aug.  19th,  15  on  the  30th,  10  at  Collister  Pill  Aug.  30th,  12 
there  on  Sept.  4th  and  the  latest  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Oct.  5th.  25  at  Aberthaw,  E.  GLAMORGAN 
Aug.  31st,  20  at  Sker  &  40  at  Nash  Point  Sept.  4th,  28  roosting  at  Kenfig  Aug  31st  and  10  on  Sept. 
10th;  4  Margam  Moors,  GOWER  on  Sept.  16th;  in  PEMBROKE  reported  from  8  sites,  max.  4  at 
Strumble  Head  Sept.  19th  and  at  St.  Justinian’s  Sept.  4th;  in  BRECON  12  at  Glasbury  Aug.  13th,  12 
at  Llangorse  Lake  Aug.  29th. 

M  f.  flava  [Blue-headed  Wagtail  /  Siglen  Benias] 

At  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  Sept.  9th,  1 1th  and  12th,  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  May  18th. 

GREY  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  cinerea  SIGLEN  L  WYD 

(C)  Locally  common  breeding  resident,  mainly  along  fast -flowing  streams  in  all  counties  of  Wales. 
Most  move  away  from  hills  in  the  autumn  and  either  emigrate  or  frequent  sites  on  lower  ground. 

In  GWENT  bred  on  the  Usk,  Sirhowy,  Ebbw,  Pant-yr-Eos,  Llwyd  and  Govilon  rivers,  along  the 
Monmouth  -  Brecon  Canal,  19  nests  on  the  Monrow  -  Honddu  and  14  SE  of  Usk  /  Monmouth. 

In  GOWER  breeding  recorded  from  13  sites.  In  BRECON  on  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD  18  pairs  were 
found  on  tributary  streams  of  the  Usk.  More  were  recorded  over-wintering,  19  at  5  sites  in 
December.  In  ANGLESEY  where  the  species  is  now  fairly  common,  a  pair  bred  at  Llangefni  and 
Penmynydd  Road. 

PIED  WAGTAIL  M.  alba  SIGLEN  FE4ITH 

(C)  A  common  and  widespread  breeding  resident  in  many  habitats.  Autumn  passage  migrant  and 
winter  visitor.  The  continental  race,  White  Wagtail,  M.a.  alba,  is  a  regular  passage  migrant, 
occasionally  breeding. 

450  at  Newhouse,  GWENT  on  Oct.  5th.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  during  January  and  February  the 
highest  counts  came  from  two  sites  with  a  roost  in  Whitchurch  -  Cardiff  holding  max.  36  and  46 
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and  the  Queen  Street  -  Cardiff  roost  holding  max  270  and  400  with  200  still  there  Mar.  6‘h.  In  May 
126  were  roosting  in  reeds  at  Hirwaun  Ponds  with  157  there  on  Sept.  6th.  131  pairs  were  counted 
breeding  in  the  Llynfi  Valley. 

Max  at  Lavemock  was  100  on  Oct.  12th  and  at  Dunraven  a  flock  of  47  included  some  White 
Wagtails  M.  a.  alba  on  17th.  255+  flying  east  at  Nash  Point  on  Oct.  lsl  and  260+  on  14th,  both 
flocks  containing  White  Wagtails.  Notable  roosts  during  the  second  winter  period  were  at 
Whitchurch  -  Cardiff  which  peaked  at  31  in  November  and  28  in  December,  Queen  Street  - 
Cardiff  which  peaked  at  over  300  on  Dec.  19th  and  remained  over  200  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Records  of  the  nominate  race,  White  Wagtail  ( Montacilla  a.  alba)  included:  passage  at  GLWR 
Goldcliff,  GWENT,  April  2nd  -  30th,  max.  10  on  the  11th  and  3  at  Sluice  Farm  on  Aug.  31sl.  In  E. 
GLAMORGAN  twenty  records  were  received  with  the  first  being  at  the  Watermill  on  Mar.  20th 
followed  by  one  at  the  old  stone  bridge  in  Bridgend  apparently  holding  territory  on  Mar.  21st. 
Throughout  the  summer  reports  of  mainly  singles  came  from  Cardiff  Bay,  Kenfig  rivermouth, 
Lavernock  Point,  the  Watermill,  Lamby  Way  tip,  Rumney  Great  Wharf,  Lock’s  Common,  Sker 
Farm  and  Llan/Lis  Res.  Notable  counts  in  the  autumn  were  61  at  Lavemock  on  Sept.  27th,  40 
flying  west  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  on  Sept.  29th,  60  at  Lavernock  Point  on  Oct.  2nd  with  the  last 
report  of  the  year  being  20  at  Maerdy  Farm  on  Oct.  10th. 

WAXWING  Bombycilla  garrulu  CYNFFON  SIDAN 

(A)  An  irruptive  winter  visitor  from  Northern  Scandinavia  and  north-east  Europe;  occurs 
erratically  in  Wales  in  small  numbers,  most  usually  in  years  of  major  irruption  in  eastern  England. 
All  records  were:  3  at  Fishguard,  PEMBROKE  on  Dec.  16th  and  a  single  at  Llanbadarn  Fawr, 
Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  Feb.  13lh  -  14th.  In  CAERNARFON  in  the  first  wdnter  period,  there 
was  one  at  Dwygyfylchi  on  Jan.  13th.  In  the  second  winter  period  two  1st  W  birds  were  initially  at 
the  Asda  car  park  in  Llandudno  on  Nov.  21st,  then  at  the  B&Q  car  park  on  Nov.  22nd  -23rd  and 
there  were  6+  feeding  on  Firethom  berries  at  Iolyn  Park,  Henryd,  Conwy  on  Dec.  9th.  Records 
from  CLWYD  included  singles  at  Bodelwyddan  Jan.  15th  -  18th  &  Sychdyn,  Mold  on  Jan.  24th,  and 
3  at  Gian  Conway  Jan.  13th. 

DIPPER  Cinclus  cinclus  BRONWEN  Y DWR 

(C)  Common  resident  of  fast  flowing  streams ,  particularly  in  hill  areas.  In  winter  some  individuals 
move  into  the  lowlands  and  also  make  use  of  estuaries,  rocky  coasts  and  lake  edges. 

Breeding  records  received  are  summarised  but  the  species  is  much  under-recorded.  In  GWENT 
breeding  pairs  located  on  Usk,  Gavenny  at  Abergavenny,  Ebbw,  Cross  Keys,  Pontymister,  15 
territories  along  the  Grwyne  Fawr,  with  4  of  those  pairs  making  2  attempts,  10  sites  along  the 
Monnow  &  Honddu  but  only  4  pairs  (7  previously)  on  the  Angiddy  at  Tintem. 

12  prs.  in  the  Llynfi  Valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN,  breeding  was  confirmed  in  9  sites  on  GOWER.  In 
PEMBROKE  breeding  was  reported  from  the  Gwaun  valley,  Cych,  Blackpool  Mill  and  Felindre 
Farchog.  In  BRECON  32  pairs  along  the  Grwyne  Fawr  /  Fechan  system  in  the  Black  Mountains 
(fewer  than  5  years  ago),  5  pairs  were  found  on  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD,  breeding  at  1 1  sites 
elsewhere.  In  MONTGOMERY  reported  at  6  sites;  MEIRIONNYDD:  Recorded  regularly  at 
Dolgellau,  with  three  pairs  at  least,  one  wras  on  the  Afon  Gwynant.  CAERNARFON:  Two  pairs 
bred  on  Afon  Seiont  at  Gian  Gwna,  with  both  pairs  producing  second  broods.  On  Afon  Gwyrfai, 
pairs  bred  at  Plas  Glan-yr-Afon  and  at  Betws  Garmon  (DG).  There  were  5  along  Afon  Colwyn  on 
June  15th,  two  on  Afon  Llugwy  between  Ty  Hyll  and  Swallow  Falls  on  Mar.  18th,  and  singles  were 
recorded  in  the  breeding  season  on  Afon  Aber  at  Bont  Newydd,  on  Afon  Conwy  at  Betws  y  Coed, 
Fairy  Glen  and  Ysbyty  Ifan,  on  Afon  Glaslyn  in  Nant  Gwynant  and  on  Afon  Terfvn  at  Hafod  Lane. 
Bangor.  ANGLESEY :  up  to  2  pairs  bred. 
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WREN  Troglodytes  trogloy dies  DRYW 

(C)  Abundant  resident ,  found  from  sea-level  to  3,000ft. 

Recent  mild  winters  have  had  a  positive  effect  on  numbers  in  the  western  Gwent  valleys  and 
forests.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN  a  survey  of  the  Llynfi  Valley,  revealed  238  prs.  Other  breeding 
territory  counts,  in  PEMBROKE:  Skokholm  10,  Skomer  59  and  85  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON. 

On  winter  transect  counts  on  Ruabon  Moor,  CLWYD  autumn  maximum  of  46,  as  against  36  in 
2002  and  33  in  2001.  A  re-survey  of  1 1  sq.  km  of  the  moor  in  spring  found  1 18  pairs,  as  against  an 
average  of  3  pairs  in  the  same  area  in  the  early  1980s  -  a  huge  increase. 

DUNNOCK  Prunella  modular  is  LL  YWD  Y  G  WR  YCH 

(C)  Abundant  breeding  resident.  Passage  migrant  and  possible  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 

1 7  breeding  pairs  noted  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE. 

ROBIN  Erithacus  rubecula  ROBIN  GOCH 

(C)  A  common  and  widespread  resident  in  all  counties  and  a  passage  migrant. 

E.  GLAMORGAN,  a  count  of  392  prs.  in  Llynfi  Valley.  PEMBROKE,  autumn  influxes  to  the 
islands  included  notable  counts  of  120  Skomer  Sept.  29th,  100  Ramsey  Sept.  27th-28th. 

NIGHTINGALE  Luscinia  megarhynchos  EOS 

(A)  Rare  summer  migrant 

A  first  winter  was  trapped  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  10th. 

Additional  record  for  2001,  at  Bardsey  Apr.  23rd. 

BLUETHROAT  Luscinia  svecica  BRONLAS 

(A)  Rare  and  irregular  passage  migrant. 

A  male,  red-spotted,  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  May  15th. 

BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicurus  ochruros  TINGOCH  DU 

(C)  Spring  and  autumn  passage  migrant.  Winter  visitor  in  small  numbers.  Has  bred  at  least  twice. 


Breakdown  of  records  (minima)  by  month  for  each  county: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr.  May  June  Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov.  ■ 

Dec 

GWENT 

2 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

3 

1 

4 

1 

7 

2 

GOWER 

1 

2 

4 

1 

11 

5 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

1 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

6 

1 

4 

1  1 

2 

2 

BRECON 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

3 

1 

7 

2 

1 

CAERNARFON 

2 

3 

15 

1  1 

4 

7 

ANGLESEY 

I 

8 

2 

1 

CLWYD 

2 

E.  GLAMORGAN,  spring  passage  noted  Mar.  2nd  'June  9th  and  a  singing  male  was  heard  at  Trecco 
Bay  Mar.  18th-20th. 

Autumn  passage  recorded  Aug.  4th  -  Nov.  1 1th:  PEMBROKE,  CAERNARFON  and  ANGLESEY, 
max.  1 1  on  Bardsey  Mar.  1 8th  and  later  5  Nov.  7th. 


144 


REDSTART  P.  phoenicurus  PINGOCH 

fC)  A  numerous  breeding  species  in  deciduous  woodland  and  ffridd  in  many  parts  of  upland  Wales. 
Locally  common  elsewhere;  scarce  on  Anglesey  and  Pembroke. 

.  Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

3WENT 

Apr.  12th 

Llandewi  CP 

Sept.  18th 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

3.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  9th 

Llanilid 

Sept.  26th 

Llanilid 

SOWER 

Apr.  14th 

Eglwys  Nunydd 

Sept.  9th 

Clyne  Common 

SARMARTHEN 

Mar.  30th 

Llangadog 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  13th 

Skomer 

Oct.  15th 

Strumble  Hd 

EF.REDIGION 

Apr.  1 1th 

Llanllyr 

BRECON 

Apr.  13th 

Llangyfarnach  &  Slwch  Fm 

Sept.  13th 

Mynydd  Illtyd 

1  EAERNARFON 

Apr.  15th 

Bardsey 

Oct.  1 5Ih 

Bardsey 

VNGLESEY 

Apr.  1 6,h‘ 

A  law  Est 

The  only  notable  breeding  count  was  40  prs.  at  MOD  Sennybridge,  BRECON. 

WH1NCHAT  Saxicola  rubetra  CREC  YR  E1THIN 

'C)  Summer  breeding  visitor;  now  predominately  a  species  of  upland  areas.  Declining. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

jWENT 

Apr.  1 7th 

The  Bryn 

Oct.  5th 

GLWR  saltmarsh 

i  l.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  18th 

Lamby  Lake 

Oct.  20th 

Sker 

jOWER 

Apr.  22nd 

Margam  Moors 

Nov.  16lh 

Cwm  Ivy  Marsh 

Carmarthen 

Apr.  15th 

Cwmann 

Sept.  12lh 

Kidwelli 

’EMBROKE 

Apr.  24th 

Skomer 

Oct.  27th 

Porthselau 

EEREDIGION 

Apr.  16th 

Cwm  Y  stwyth 

3RECON 

Apr.  30th 

Mynydd  Aberyscir 

Nov.  Is' 

YGors 

EAERNARFON 

Apr.  26th 

Conwy  RSPB 

Oct.  1st 

Bardsey 

VNGLESEY 

May  5th 

The  Range 

Sept.  26lh 

The  Range 

^argest  breeding  counts  from  BRECON  where:  31  at  MOD  Sennybridge,  21  on  Mynydd  Llangorse 
md  16  at  Bronffynon.  In  MONTGOMERY  1 1  prs.  Llangynog  /  Cwm  Gian  Hafon,  4-6  prs.  Yr  Eira 
ind  3  prs.  Glaslyn. 

\  re-survey  of  1 1  sq.  km  of  Ruabon  Moor,  CLWYD  in  spring  found  60  pairs,  as  against  an  average 
)f  74  pairs  in  the  same  area  in  the  early  1980s. 

STONECHAT  S.  torquata  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

C)  Breeding  resident ,  locally  common  in  coastal  areas  and  thinly  distributed  inland.  Numbers 
• egularly  reduced  after  hard  winters.  Increasing. 

V  run  of  mild  winters  has  contributed  to  a  buoyant  population  with,  for  example,  increase  and 
expansion  noted  BRECON,  E.  GLAMORGAN,  RADNOR  and  the  first  breeding  since  1995  on 
■ikomer,  PEMBROKE. 

TWENT:  at  least  6  prs  Mynydd  Maen  and  Mynydd  Henllys.  E.  GLAMORGAN.:  61  prs  Llynfi 
/alley  and  10  prs.  at  Ystrad/  Llwynypia.  GOWER:  bred  at  28  localities.  BRECON:  53  prs  in  north 
>f  county,  55  in  south  of  which  more  than  half  bred  successfully.  PEMBROKE:  19  territories 
lamsey.  The  RADNOR  population  continues  to  increase,  1 8  prs.  Elan  Valley  (cf.  2  in  1992). 6  prs. 

1  4  Llangynog,  MONTGOMERY  6  prs.  on  the  William  Condrv  Reserve  and  4  prs.  Glaslyn. 
CAERNARFON:  7  prs.  Bardsey  fledging  73  young,  an  overall  productivity  of  10.42  chicks  per 
j  >air;  surpassing  last  year's  record  productivity.  ANGLESEY:  5  prs.  Cemlyn,  3  prs.  Point  Lynas 
ind  Malltraeth. 
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A  re-survey  of  1 1  sq.  km  of  Ruabon  Moor,  CLWYD  in  spring  found  47  pairs,  as  against  an  average 
of  3  pairs  in  the  same  area  in  the  early  1980s;  Llandegla  Moor,  5  May,  6  separate  pairs  located 
from  very  incomplete  coverage;  2  pairs  above  Maes-yr-Ychen  plantation,  NW  of  Llangollen. 

Noteworthy  counts  on  autumn  passage:  23  Sker,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  16th,  26  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  27th,  27  on  Oct.  16th  and  32  Oct.  1 1th. 

WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TIN  WEN  Y  GARN 

(C)  Summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant.  Locally  common ,  favouring  upland  areas  with  sheep- 
grazed  turf. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Latest 

Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Mar.  10,h 

St  Brides 

Oct.  12th  - 

St  Brides 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Mar.  9th 

Ogmore  Estuary  &  Royal 

Oct.  20th 

Llangynwyd 

Porthcawl  GC 

GOWER 

Mar.  10th 

Whiteford 

Sept.  30th 

Loughor  Bridge  &  Salthouse  Point 

CARMARTHEN 

Mar.  15th 

Tair  Carn  Ridge 

PEMBROKE 

Mar.  2nd 

Skokholm 

Oct.  26th 

Ramsey 

CEREDIGION 

Mar.  12th 

Clarach 

BRECON 

Mar.  IT1’ 

Llangorsc 

Sept.  28th 

Traeth  Bach 

CAERNARFON 

Mar.  14th 

Morfa  Madryn 

Nov.  9th 

Dinas  Dinlle 

ANGLESEY 

Mar.  13th 

South  Stack 

Oct.  10th 

The  Range  &  Weiniog 

Counts  of  breeding  territories  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  30  pairs  in  the  Llynfi  Valley,  i 
PEMBROKE:  13  territories  Skomer,  15  Skokholm  and  78  Ramsey,  where  62  fledged  from  a 
sample  35  nests.  BRECON:  34  territories  at  MOD  Sennybridge.  CAERNARFON:  Bardsey 
reported  the  worst  year  ever,  with  only  3  prs.  nesting  with  productivity  of  5.33  chicks  per  pair. 

Individuals  showing  characteristics  of  the  Iceland  /  Greenland  race  were  noted:  6  at  Mynydd  Maen,  j 
GWENT  on  May  8th,  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  at  Kenfig  Apr.  18lh,  Rumney  Great  Wharf  Apr.  21st,  ' 
Sker  May  8th  &  17th.  PEMBROKE:  Strumble  Head  May  8th  and  recorded  from  the  islands  in 
autumn  Aug.  1st  to  Oct.  1st  with  max.  7  Ramsey  Aug.  1st.  CAERNARFON:  26  Bardsey  on  May  2nd, 
32  on  the  4’  and  33  on  the  26th.  2  at  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  May  8th  and  one  there  29th. 

DESERT  WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  deserti  TIN  WEN  Y  DIFFAETHWC.  j 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

A  female  on  Skokholm  on  Nov.  13th  was  the  second  record  for  both  the  island  and  PEMBROKE  ! 
and  the  fourth  for  Wales. 

RING  OUZEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD  II 

(B)  Summer  visitor  breeding  in  the  uplands  in  decreasing  numbers;  passage  migrant. 

All  the  breeding  information  received  was:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  male  noted  at  last  year's 
breeding  site  at  Ruthin  Apr.  17th  but  not  subsequently,  presumably  due  to  disturbance  by- 
motorbikes;  GOWER,  a  singing  male  Darren  Widdon/Ystalyfera  June  24th.  BRECON:  5-6  prs.j 
Craig  Gerrig  Gleisiad,  and  a  pr  at  Daren  Lwyd.  8  singing  at  6  sites  in  RADNOR  (the  fewest  in 
recent  years)  and  3  prs.  at  Llangynog,  MONTGOMERY,  as  well  as  single  pairs  at  Glaslyn  and  Lake! 
Vyrnwy.  MEIRIONNYDD:  pairs  recorded  Cwm  Penanner  June  2nd,  Moel  Ysgyfamogod  June  1 1th, I 
Rhinog  Fach  June  16th,  Cwm  Cywarch  June  20th,  a  female  flew  over  Llangower  June  24th,  a  female 
Allt  Llwyd  near  Abergeirw  July  4th  and  a  male  was  on  Aran  Benllyn  Sept.  2nd.  CAERNARFON 
noted  more  records  than  usual:  a  singing  male  Cwm  Llugwy  Mar.  26th,  a  pair  Nant  Peris,  a  juv. 
south  of  Moel  Eilio  Sept.  14th.  Other  birds  at  likely  breeding  locations  were:  4  males  Nant  Ffrancon 
Apr.  8th,  with  a  pair  early  June  and  several  records  of  singles,  3  Moel  Siabod  Ridge  Apr.  5th,  pair 
Foel  Lwyd  Apr.  7th,  male  Craig  y  Dulyn  Apr.  7th,  2  prs.  near  Rhaedr  Bach,  Aber  Apr.  15th.  Singing 
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male  Coed  Crafnant  May  8th,  male  near  Llyn  Melynllyn  and  another  near  Llyn  Dulyn  May  15th,  2 
Pen  y  Castell  May  24th,  pair  old  Penmaenmawr  quarry  June  2nd,  pair  Cwm  Idwal  several  dates  in 
June  and  other  records  of  singles  here,  1  Halfway  Station,  Snowdon  June  4th,  1  on  Snowdon  and 
another  Clogwyn  Du’r  Arddu  June  14th  and  one  at  Yr  Eifl  Sept.  21st.  6  on  the  Berwyn  Crags, 
CLWYD  in  April,  2  at  Cilcain  Apr.  5th  and  at  the  Horseshoe  Pass,  the  first  record,  very  late,  of  a 
male  in  quarry  on  Apr.  3rd,  7  at  roadside  there  on  Apr.  12th,  one  j>air  bred  plus  one  other  male.  One 
singing  in  rock-less  area  on  E  edge  of  Ruabon  Moor  on  Apr.  23rd. 

Recorded  on  spring  passage  (singles  unless  stated):  GWENT,  4  Trefil  Apr.  5  ,  3  on  9  and  3  on 
19th  and  a  female  GLWR  Goldcliff  1 1th.  E.  GLAMORGAN,  Sker  Point  Mar.  14th,  Island  Farm- 
Bridgend  Apr.  21st,  Gwaelod  y  Garth  22nd  and  Pentyrch  25th.  Singles  at  Duffryn  nr  Maesteg, 
GOWER  Apr.  22nd  and  at  Cynghordy,  CARMARTHEN  Apr.  2n  &  4th.  In  PEMBROKE  at 
Skokholm:  Mar.  25th,  Apr.  18th  and  2  on  22nd,  on  Skomer  on  Apr.  7th- 10th  and  17th,  at  Strumble 
Head  Apr.  2 1  st-23rd  and  St  David’s  Head  21st.  6  at  Cwm  Ystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on  Apr.  10th.  In 
CAERNARFON  at  Bardsey:  Mar.  18th,  29th,  Apr.  8th- 1 1th,  15*,  18th,  2  on  19th  and  finally  May  5th. 
2  were  on  the  Great  Orme  Apr.  1 1 th  when  there  was  also  a  male  Llanfairfechan.  At  South  Stack, 
ANGLESEY  on  Mar.  15th  and  Apr.  13th. 

Autumn  passage,  (singles  unless  stated):  E. GLAMORGAN  8  Graig  Fawr/Graig  Fach-Cwmparc 
,  Sept.  27n,  Maesteg  Cemetery  29th,  pair  Parc  Cwm  Dare  Oct.  4th  were  joined  by  2  juvs.  5th, 
Lavemock  Point  Oct.  17*  and  Maesteg  Cemetery  Nov.  24th.  GOWER:  Mumbles  Hill  Sept.  22nd,  2 
Mewslade  Valley  Oct.  16th- 17th  with  one  remaining  until  the  19*  and  Paviland  Oct.  27*. 
PEMBROKE:  at  Strumble  Head  Sept.  26th,  Whitesands  Oct.  16th,  Porthselau  also  on  the  16*  and  at 
Skomer  3rd  and  18*.  Singles  at  Cwm  Ystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on  Sept.  24th  &  30th,  2  there  on  Oct. 
14*.  BRECON:  October  records  were:  2  at  Craig  Cerrig  Gleisiad  and  1  Crai  on  the  12*  and  at 
Waun  Rydd  19*  and  22nd.  CAERNARFON:  2  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  14*,  1  on  17th,  2  on  18*  and 
20*  and  at  Porth  Meudwy  on  Oct.  17*,  21st  and  24*. 


Additional  records  from  CLWYD  in  2002:  probable  chatter  in  E-most  quarry  hole  on  Moel-yFaen, 
Horseshoe  Pass,  Mar.  8*  and  birds  heard/seen  on  Apr.  6th,  May  9th  and  June  9*.  First  definite 
record  of  spring,  Mar.  17th,  Dinbren  Uchaf,  Llangollen;  no  song  anywhere  from  Rock  Farm  to 
Craig  Arthur,  above  Eglwyseg  Rocks  footpath,  Apr.  7th;  pair  in  small  quarry  on  Horseshoe  Pass, 
Apr.  21st,  then  pair  feeding  young  there,  May  12th  and  3  birds,  including  one  adult  male  and  1 
female/juvenile  on  Sept.  19th;  3  on  cliffs  NE  of  Craig  Arthur,  World’s  End,  behaving  like  migrants, 

:  Apr.  23rd;  1  singing  in  quarry  W  of  Blue  Pool,  Horseshoe  Pass  on  Apr.  25*. 

BLACKBIRD  Turdus  merula  MWYALCHEN 

(D)  Abundant  breeding  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor. 

E.  GLAMORGAN:  72  singing  males  counted  Ystrad/Llwynypia  and  41 1  prs  Llynfi  Valley  survey. 
On  autumn  passage:  549  were  recorded  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  Oct.  1 4*- 1 9th  and  170  during 
|  Nov.  7*-8*.  all  moving  east.  Approx.  100  were  at  Rhosgoch,  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  1st. 


FIELDFARE  T.  pilaris  SOCAN  E1E4 

'  (C)  A  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  variable  numbers;  usually  abundant. 

Table  of  latest  and  earliest  reports  in  each  county: 

J 

*  I  Latest  Earliest 


Date 

Site  ■ 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  19,h 

Goldcliff 

Oct.  18,h 

Corns  Llanwern  &  Uskmouth 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Mar.  16th 

Aberdare  Country  Park 

Oct.  12th 

Cwm  Cadlam 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  24th 

Cwm  Hiraeth 

Oct.  13th 

Rhydcymerau  (300) 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  10,h 

Ramsey 

Oct.  2nd 

Skomer 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

Apr.  16th 
Apr.  30th 

Mynydd  Llangynidr 

Oct.  1 2th 

Dolymynach  &  Llanwrtyd 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  12th 

Bardsey 

Oct.  12th 

Bardsey 

4NGLESEY 

Apr.  23rd 

Tahvrn 

Oct.  12th 

South  Stack 
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Few  notable  counts  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  but  c200  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  Mar.  291 
and  300+  Candleston,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  1st. 

Autumn  counts  included:  in  GWENT:  500  at  Peterstone  Wentloog  on  Nov.  6  ,  1,000+  east  at  ETxh 
7th,  400  at  GLWR  and  200+  Wandevaud  on  the  8th.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  638  at  Kenfig  and  308  a 
Nantyffyllon  on  Oct.  20th,  600  at  Caerau-Maesteg  on  Nov.  1st  and  800  at  Werfa  Mast  on  Nov.  21st 
GOWER:  315+  north  over  Cwm  Ivy  Marsh  on  Oct.  21st,  c3 30  at  Taibach  26lh  and  200  at  Whiteforc 
Nov.  16th.  400  at  Mvnydd  ddu,  CARMARTHEN  on  Oct.  15th  and  1,000+  at  Redstone 

PEMBROKE  on  Oct  16tfl.  BRECON:  400  at  Cefn  Iolo  Oct.  1 8th,  300  at  Llanwrthwl  on  the  20th,  30( 
at  Mynydd  Epynt  on  the  27th,  ‘several  thousands’  moving  east  at  Llangorse  on  Nov.  7tt'-8th,  60( 
moving  south  east  at  Cradoc  on  Nov.  8th  and  300  at  Glasbury  on  Dec.  21 bt.  500-600  at  Pen  y  Gaer,t 
CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  23rd  and  245  moving  west  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  6th. 

Additional  record  for  2002  of  5,000  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  on  Oct.  24th. 

SONG  THRUSH  T.  philomelos  BRONFRAITh 

(C)  A  widely  distributed  and  fairly  common  resident ,  formerly  abundant.  Increasing.  Winter  visito) 
and  passage  migrant. 

E.  GLAMORGAN:  106  prs  recorded  Llynfi  Valley  survey.  Autumn  influx  of  50+  Nantyffyllor 
Sept.  21st  included  birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  northern  race  T.  p.  hebridensis.  173  singing 
males  MOD  Sennybridge,  BRECON  was  a  record  for  the  site.  PEMBROKE  recorded  good  count:  j 
of  131  moving  east  at  Redstone  on  Oct.  16th  and  131  moving  east  over  Skomer  on  the  1 3th- 1 9t! 

th 

including  a  max.  41  on  the  14  . 

REDWING  T.  iliacus  COCH  DAN-ADENM 

(C)  An  abundant  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant ;  particularly  numerous  in  severe  winters. 

The  highest  count  in  the  first  winter  period  was  just  1 60  Merthyr  Mawr,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Jan 
21st. 

Large  numbers  occurred  in  the  second  winter  period,  the  largest  counts  were:  1.000’s  at  Chepstow 
GWENT  on  Oct.  30th;  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  2,600  at  Caerau,  Maesteg  on  Nov.  6th,  877  a 
Nantyffyllon,  1,260  at  Llanederyn  and  2,800  moving  east  in  1  hour  at  Lamby  Lake  all  on  Nov.  8th 
500  at  Redstone,  PEMBROKE  Oct.  16th.  In  BRECON:  ‘several  thousands’  at  Llangorse  on  Nov 
7-8  and  cl, 000  moving  east  at  Cradoc  on  the  same  dates.  500  moving  south  over  Bardsey 
CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  13th.  Also  on  Bardsey  was  an  individual  showing  plumage  and  biometrk 
characteristics  of  the  Icelandic  race  T.  iliacus  coburni  Mar.  29th.  Count  of  cl, 400  over  Ruabor 
Moor,  CLWYD  on  Nov.  6th. 

Table  of  latest  and  earliest  reports  in  each  county: 


Latest 

Earliest 

Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  ]0,!’ 

Rogerstone 

Oct.  2nd 

Chepstow 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  5th 

Abercwmboi 

Oct.  2nd 

Kenfig 

CARMARTHEN 

Mar.  23rd 

Rhydcymerau 

Oct.  12th 

1 2  at  Cwm  Hiraeth  also  at  Taliant 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  17th 

Strumble  Hd 

Oct.  5"' 

Llanmill 

CEREDIGION 

Sept.  30th 

2  at  Cwm  Y  sty  wth 

BRECON 

Apr.  14th 

Cwmgwdi 

Oct.  5th 

Llangorse 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Oct.  9,h 

Dolgellau 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  16th 

Bardsey 

Sept.  19lh 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  5th 

Brynteg 

Oct.  2nd 

Soldier's  Point 

MISTLE  THRUSH  Turdus  viscivorus  BR  YCH  Y  COED 

(C)  A  fairly  common  resident;  many  young  birds  emigrate  in  their  first  autumn. 

Largest  counts  (20+)  were:  232  moving  west  over  Newport,  GWENT  on  July  29th;  in  E 
GLAMORGAN:  20  at  Frog  Pond  Wood  LNR  Jan.  15th,  52  Garth  Hill  Aug.  30th  and  30  moving 
south  east  Cwmbach  Sept.  30th.  c60  moving  over  Margam  Abbey,  GOWER  Oct.  4th.  In  BRECON 
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27  near  Upper  Chapel  Aug.  2nd,  26  Mynydd  Illtyd  Aug.  27th  and  47  at  Llangorse  Sept.  7th.  In 
CAERNARFON:  40  Coedty  Res.  Sept.  14th.  40  Rowen  Sept.  18th  and  30  Caerhun  Oct  21st;  on 
ANGLESEY:  34  at  Caim  Sept.  6lh  and  23  at  Carmel  Head  Dec.  17th. 

AMERICAN  ROBIN  Turdus  Migratorius 

(A)  Vagrant. 

An  individual  (age  uncertain)  at  Bardsey  Nov  lst-3rd  was  the  first  record  for  both  the  island  and 
Wales.  It  was  the  20th  record  for  Britain  and  the  first  since  1998. 

CETTI'S  WARBLER  Cettia  cetti  TELOR  CETTI 

(B)  Scarce  breeding  resident  in  south  Wales  and  Anglesey,  probably  increasing;  occasionally 
recorded  on  passage. 

All  records  listed,  numbers  refer  to  singing  males:  GWENT:  5  at  Uskmouth  (28  new  birds  trapped 
there)  and  one  at  Magor  reserve  Sept  1st.  E.  GLAMORGAN:  max  6  at  Kenfig,  with  2  more  by  the 
Kenfig  river  mouth  and  5  recently  fledged  juvs.  caught  there  indicated  successful  breeding  (also  in 
GOWER)  and  one  at  Hendre  Lake.  GOWER:  max.  5  at  Oxwich,  at  least  2  at  Crymlyn  Bog,  3  at 
Pant  y  Sais  Fen,  4  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  3  at  Margam  Moors  and  single  males  at  Bendalf  s  Pond 
Skewen,  Port  Tennant  Canal-Neath  Abbey,  Cadoxton  Marsh,  Baglan  Canal,  Penclawdd  Sewage 
Works.  Port  Talbot  Docks,  Llangennith  Moors,  and  Square  Pond,  Neath.  CARMARTHEN:  up  to  2 
males  at  Penclacwydd,  4  at  Kidwelli,  8  at  Ffrwd  Fen.  2  Ashpit  Ponds  and  one  at  Pwll  Lagoon. 
PEMBROKE:  one  singing  male  at  the  Teifi  Marshes.  BRECON:  2  at  Llangorse  on  Jan.  10th. 
ANGLESEY:  4  territories  Valley  Wetlands  RSPB,  singing  near  Llanfaelog,  2  at  Llyn  Rhos  Ddu 
and  single  males  at  Llyn  Maelog  and  Malltraeth. 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  Locustella.  naevia  TROELL  WR  BACH 

t  (C)  Summer  visitor,  widely  but  thinly  distributed  in  all  counties.  Passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

May.  3rd 

Sugar  Loaf 

Sept.  24th 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  15th 

Pyle.  Kenfig  GC  &  Sker  Fm 

Sept.  28th 

Llanilid 

GOWER 

Apr.  16th 

The  Garth 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  12th 

Llyn  Lech  Owain 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  4th 

Skokholnt 

Sept.  21st 

Skomer 

BRECON 

Apr.  17th 

Cwm  Wood  RSPB 

Aug.  29th 

Llangorse 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  5th 

Bardsey 

Aug.  30Ih 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  14th 

Point  Lynas 

AQUATIC  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  paludicola  TELOR  Y DWR 

(A)  A  scarce  autumn  passage  migrant. 

All  records  were  of  juveniles  caught  at  GLWR  Uskmouth,  GWENT  on  Aug.  6th  and  18th  and  one  at 
Kenfig  Pool,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Aug  14th,  this  was  the  34th  record  for  the  site  but  the  first  since 
2000. 

SEDGE  WARBLER  A.  schoenobaenus  TELOR  YR  HESG 

(C)  A  locally  distributed  summer  visitor,  numerous  in  some  sites,  increasing;  plentiful  passage 
migrant. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  received  were:  72  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on  Apr  23rd,  39 
singing  males  vt  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN,  25  prs.  Skomer,  PEMBROKE,  a  total  of  58-60 
territories  logged  in  BRECON  (cf.  37-38  in  2002)  and  a  minimum  of  39  territories  at  Malltraeth 
RSPB.  ANGLESEY. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 
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Latest 


Earliest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Mar  31s’ 

GLW'R  Goldcliff 

Sepl  2th 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr  8,h 

Kenfig 

Oct  24th 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

Apr  12th 

Eglwys  Nunydd 

Sept  27lh 

Fendrod  Lake 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  10th 

Penclacwydd 

Sept.  5th 

Rhydcymerau 

PEMBROKE 

Apr  1 5th 

Ramsey  &  Teifi  Marshes 

Sept  27th 

Skokholm  &  Skomer 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  15th 

Teifi  Marshes 

BRECON 

Apr  15th 

Elangorse 

Sept  29Ih 

Llangorse 

MONTGOMERY 

Apr.  29th 

Dolydd  Hafren 

CAERNARFON 

Apr  1 5lh 

Bardsey 

Sept  6th 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

Apr  14th 

Holyhead 

Autumn  migration:  a  total  of  400  trapped  at  Uskmouth.  GWENT  where  passage  peaked  Aug.  12th- 
20th  and  an  autumn  peak  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  of  35  on  Aug  6th. 

REED  WARBLER  A.  scirpaceus  TELOR  Y  CYRS 

(C)  Local  summer  visitor ,  breeding  in  reedbeds  in  many  counties,  increasing ;  scarce  passage 
migrant. 

The  largest  counts  of  singing  males  were:  max.  31  counted  Uskmouth.  GWENT  on  May  6  ,  15  at 
Maerdy  Farm,  E.  GLAMORGAN,  49  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  in  June  and  a  minimum  of 


16  territories  Malltraeth  RSPB,  ANGLESEY. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county 

Earliest 

Latest 

Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  16th 

Goldcliff 

Sept.  20th 

Uskmouth 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Mar.  27th 

Kenfig 

Oct.  1 1th 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

Apr.  14th 

Eglwys  Nunydd 

Sept.  18th 

1  lalf-Round  Pond 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  IIth 

Penclacwydd 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  15,h 

Teifi  Marshes 

Oct.  15th 

Skokholm 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  1 5th 

Teifi  Marshes 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  28th 

Pwllheli 

Oct  1st 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  23rd 

Llyn  Penrhyn 

Sept.  18‘h 

J  Soldier's  Point  &  Breakwater  CP 

Autumn  passage  notable  at  Uskmouth.  GWENT  where  a  total  of  400  were  trapped,  with  peak 
passage  Aug.  12th  -  24th.  26  were  trapped  at  Kenfig  on  Aug.  26th. 

ICTERINE  WARBLER  Hippolais  icterina  TELOR  A  Ui 

(A)  A  scarce  spring  and  summer  passage  migrant  to  coastal  areas  of  Wales. 

Recorded  from  PEMBROKE.  Skokholm  Aug.  29th  -  31st.  CAERNARFON:  Bardsey  singing  male 
June  8th  and  then  three  autumn  records:  Aug.  24th,  Aug.  27th  -  Sept.  2nd  and  Sept.  7th  -  19th,  all 
trapped. 

MELODIOUS  WARBLER  H.  polyglotta  TEL  OR  PER 

(A)  A  scarce  but  regular  migrant. 

A  single  at  Porth  Meudwy,  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  2nd. 

Additional  records  from  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  for  2001,  of  singles  Aug.  10th  and  20th. 

DARTFORD  WARBLER  Sylvia  undata  TELOR  DARTFORD 

(B)  A  rare  migrant  to  coastal  areas  of  south  Wales.  Bred  in  1998  and  in  small  numbers 
subsequently,  increasing. 

An  encouraging  picture  both  in  terms  of  breeding  and  spread  of  records.  All  records  are  given  but 
breeding  sites  withheld.  GWENT:  one,  possibly  two  at  Uskmouth  Nov.  23rd  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  2+  at  Abergavenny  Nov.  30th  until  the  end  of  the  year;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  2  prs.  bred 
successfully  at  established  site  raising  3  and  4  young  respectively,  also  recorded  at  Nash  Point  Oct. 
24th  and  at  Sker  Point  on  the  31st.  GOWER:  thought  to  have  bred  at  6+  sites  along  the  coast,  also 
recorded  at  Langland  Bay  on  Jan.  23rd  and  Port  Talbot  Docks  Jan.  1 1th  -  Feb.  21st.  Singles  at  Morfa 
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Bychan,  CARMARTHEN  on  Mar.  13lh,  a  pair  at  Marros  on  Sept.  4th  &  7th  and  one  at  Amroth  Oct. 
27th.  PEMBROKE:  1st  recorded  breeding,  6  prs.  at  one  site,  at  least  3  of  which  raised  young.  One  at 
an  undisclosed  site  in  DENBIGH. 

SUBALPINE  WARBLER  Canlillans  TELOR  BRONGOCH 

(A)  A  rare  visitor. 

A  brightly  coloured  female  was  on  Skokholm.  PEMBROKE  on  May  4th-5th. 

BARRED  WARBLER  S.  nisoria  TELOR  RHESOG 

(A)  A  rare  autumn  passage  migrant. 

First  winter  /  juveniles  recorded  in  PEMBROKE  at  Ramsey  Aug.  28th  and  at  Strumble  Head  Sept 
12th. 

LESSER  WHITETHROAT  S.  curruca  LL  WYDFRON  FACH 

(C)  A  summer  visitor,  declining.  Passage  migrant  in  small  numbers. 

Selected  breeding  summaries:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  singing  males  at  16  widespread  sites.  BRECON: 
3  territories  Hay-on-Wye  but  noted  at  only  2  other  sites.  CAERNARFON:  recorded  at  2  sites. 
ANGLESEY:  mainly  singles  recorded  at  15  sites.  Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  23rd 

Uskmouth 

Sept.  12th 

West  Pill 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  21s' 

Ruthin  Quarry 

Sept.  21st 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

May  1st 

Port  Eynon  Point  &  Eiglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

CARMARTHEN 

May  2nd 

Ffrwd  Fen 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.30,h 

Lower  Flags 

Oct.  31s1 

Skomer 

[CERDIGION 

Apr.  26th 

Aberarth 

BRECON 

Apr.  27'1’ 

Hay-on-Wye 

Aug.  29th 

Llangorse 

CAERNARFON 

May  5th 

Bardsey 

Oct.  31sl 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

Mar.  23rd 

Llyn  Llywenon 

Oct.  15th 

Soldier’s  Pt 

WHITETHROAT  S.  communis  LL  WYDFRON 

(C)  A  widespread  summer  visitor;  formerly  abundant.  Common  passage  migrant 
Selected  breeding  counts:  up  to  20  prs.  in  a  young  plantation,  Broad  Mead,  GWENT;  36  prs. 
located  in  the  Llynfi  Valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN  and  7  prs.  Ystrad  Llwynypia  (cf.  9  in  2002);  17  prs. 
Skomer,  PEMBROKE  and  13  territories  on  Ramsey;  12  singing  males  MOD  Sennybridge, 
BRECON. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Latest 

Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  16Ih 

Uskmouth 

Sept.  11th 

Go  1  del  iff 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  14th 

Kenfig 

Oct.  5th 

East  Aberthaw 

COWER 

Apr.  15th 

Eglwys  Nunydd 

Dec.  14th 

Cwm  Ivy  Woods 

!  CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  11th 

Penclacwydd 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  1 5th 

Skomer  &  Skokholm 

‘  CEREDIGION 

Apr.  14th 

Ynyshir 

BRECON 

May.  3rd 

Dderw  Pool 

Aug.  27th 

Mynydd  Illtyd 

j  CAERNARFON 

Apr.  12th 

Bardsey 

Oct.  Is1 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  18th 

Llyn  Llywenan  &  The  Range 

GARDEN  WARBLER.  S.  borin  TELOR  YR  ARDD 

1  (C)  A  common  and  widely  distributed  summer  visitor.  Regular  passage  migrant. 

Selected  breeding  counts:  40  prs.  in  the  Llynfi  Valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN;  28  territories  MOD 
Sennybridge,  BRECON  and  14  territories  north  section  of  Talybont  Forest. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

ie 1  . 

fa# 
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Earliest 


Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  14th 

Caerleon 

Sept.  7th 

West  Pill 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  22nd 

Gwaelod  y  Garth 

Sept.  23rd 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

Apr.  22nd 

Heol  Caer  Bont  -  Margam 

Sept.  24th 

Eglvvys  Nunydd  res. 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  26th 

Rhydcymerau 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  18th 

Canaston  Wood 

Oct.  13th 

Nine  Wells 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  17th 

Llangwyryfon 

BRECON 

Apr.  24th 

Llanwrthwl 

Aug.  29,h 

Llangorse 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  17th 

Bangor 

Oct.  24th 

Porth  Meudwy 

ANGLESEY 

Apr.  26th 

Penmynydd  Road 

Sept.  18th 

Soldier's  Point 

BLACKCAP  S. 

atricapilla 

TELOR  PEN  DDL  * 

(C)  A  plentiful  summer  visitor  throughout  Wales,  increasing;  passage  migrant  and  small-scale  i 
winter  visitor. 

Only  wintering  records  are  given  for  this  common  breeding  species,  the  table  below  gives  min 
totals  for  both  winter  periods,  for  each  county: 


Jan 


Feb 


Nov 


Dec 


GWENT 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 


16 

29 

9 


12 

17 

17 


3 

2 

1 

7 


2 


5 
2 

6 
1 


GREENISH  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  trochiloides 
(A)  A  vagrant 


TELOR  GHYRDD 


One  was  present  on  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  June  4th  -  5U1,  the  fifth  record  for  the  island. 


-th 


PALLAS'S  WARBLER  P.  proregulus 
(A)  A  vagrant. 

A  female  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  Oct.  27th,  was  the  first  for  the  island  since  1997. 


TELOR  PALLAS 


TELOR  AELFELYN 


YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  P.  inornatus 

(A)  A  scarce  to  uncommon  but  rapidly  increasing ,  autumn  passage  migrant. 

A  significant  fall  of  migrants  in  October.  All  records  were  of  singles  in  autumn:  at  GLWR 
Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  Oct.  26th  (third  for  the  county);  on  GOWER  at  Mewslade  Valley  Oct.  14th,  2 
there  on  the  19th,  at  Oxwich  Wood  &  Oxwich  Point  also  on  the  19th  and  at  Pitton  Mill  &  Greal 
Pitton  Farm  on  Nov.  6th. 

In  PEMBROKE  there  was  a  considerable  fall  in  the  St  David's  peninsula  beginning  with  a  single  on 


Oct.  15th  and  peaking  on  17th  when  at  least  6  were  present.  The  last  was  at  Merry  Vale  Oct.  26th. 
Elsewhere:  singles  Skokholm  14th,  Strumble  Head  15th,  Dale  Fort  19th  and  Skomer  22nd. 


On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  singles  Oct.  17th,  20in  -  21S1  and  27in.  On  ANGLESEY  at  Soldier  st 


th 


7th 


Point  Oct.  13th,  at  Carmel  Head  on  the  16in  and  at  Hen  Felin  on  the  1 8 


th 


>th 


DUSKY  W ARBLER  P.  fuscatus 
(A)  A  vagrant 


TELOR  TYWYLL  f 


A  single  at  Porth  Clais,  PEMBROKE  Nov.  10th  -  15th. 


WOOD  WARBLER  P.  sibilatrix  TELOR  Y  COED  ( 

(C)  A  summer  visitor  to  oak  woods  throughout  most  of  upland  Wales ,  declining;  passage  migrant  | 
in  small  numbers  at  coastal  sites. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 
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Earliest 


Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  22nd 

r  Cwmafon 

Aug.  10th 

Dingestow 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  21 51 

Darren  Woods 

Aug.  5th 

Abercwmboi 

GOWER 

Apr.  20th 

Pontardawe 

July  19th 

Afon  Argoed 

CEREDIGION 

Apr.  6th 

Cwm  Einon 

Aug.  6th 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  23rd 

Canaston  Wood 

Skokholm 

BRECON 

Apr.  23rd 

Llanwrthwl 

Aug.  2nd 

Garth  Lake 

RADNOR 

Apr.  1 8lh 

Elan  Valley 

Sept.  8th 

CAERNAREON 

Apr.  26th 

Coed  Sibori 

Bardsey 

CHIFFCHAFF 

P.  collybita 

SIFF-SAFF 

(B)  A  locally  common  breeding  visitor  in  most  counties,  declining,  wintering  in  small  numbers. 
Rare  on  A  nglesey. 

l|  Summary  of  wintering  records  by  month  and  county: 


Jan. 

Feb 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GWENT 

2 

2 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

4 

3 

many 

14+ 

GOWER 

8+ 

9+ 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

4 

8 

PEMBROKE 

10 

2 

CEREDIGION 

1 

BRECON 

3 

1 

CAERNARFON 

2 

2 

ANGLESEY 

4 

1 

2002  RADNOR 

1 

The  largest  concentrations  of  wintering  individuals  were  at  Salthouse  Point,  GOWER  where  there 
r(  were  6  (including  2  showing  characteristics  of  eastern  races),  at  Monks  Haven  PEMBROKE,  where 
there  were  up  to  6  in  the  first  winter  period  and  5  at  Kidwelli,  CARMARTHEN  on  Dec.  20th. 


Individuals  showing  the  characteristics  of  P.c.  tristis  were  noted  as  follows:  E.  GLAMORGAN: 
\  Llangynwyd  Sewage  Works  Feb.  1 8th,  at  Monks  Haven,  PEMBROKE  in  January/February  and  on 
ANGLESEY  at  Soldier’s  Point  on  Nov.  6th  and  Hen  Felin  on  Nov.  9lh. 


WILLOW  WARBLER  Pylloscopush  trochilus  TELOR  YR  HELYG 

\  (C)  The  most  abundant  summer  visitor.  Numerous  in  suitable  habitats  up  to  around  670  m.  Also 
numerous  passage  migrant. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

il  Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

jWENT 

Mar.  26lh 

Cross  Keys 

Sept.  13th 

Caerleon 

3.  GLAMORGAN 

Mar.  23rd 

Kenfig 

Oct.  5lh 

East  Aberthaw 

COWER 

Mar.  23rd 

Penclawdd  Sewage  Works 

Sept.  27th 

Fcndrod  Lake 

!  CARMARTHEN 

Mar.  24"’ 

Penclacwydd 

Sept.  7th 

Rhydcymerau 

PEMBROKE 

Mar.  1 7lh 

Skomer 

Oct.  1 4lh 

Abercastle 

CEREDIGION 

Mar.  17th 

Penrhyncoch 

Oct.  26"’ 

Aberystwyth 

CAERNARFON 

Mar.  19lh 

Bardsey 

Sept.  27,h 

Bardsey 

VNGLESEY 

Mar.  17th 

Penmon  Point 

j 


founts  of  passage  in  spring  included:  31  at  Darren  Woods,  E.  GLAMORGAN  and  52  at  Kenfig  on 
\pr.  21st;  and  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  50  on  Mar.  31st,  70  on  Apr.  5th  and  60  on  8th. 

3reeding  counts:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  294  prs  Llynfi  Valley  and  46  singing  males  Ystrad  Llwynypia 
35,  45  &  43  in  the  previous  3  years).  225  territorial  males  at  MOD  Sennvbridge,  BRECON. 

\  wintering  bird  at  Monks  Haven,  PEMBROKE  on  Feb.  14th  was  the  second  winter  record  for  that 
bounty  (following  one  singing  at  Stackpole  on  Feb.  9th  1991). 
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On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  several  birds  trapped  during  the  year  were  ascribed  to  the  / 
Scandinavian  race  P.t.  acredula. 

GOLDCREST  Regulus  regulus  DRYW  EURBEN  ( 

(C)  An  abundant  resident,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Increasing. 

Widespread  throughout  the  recording  area.  94  pairs  counted  in  the  Llvnfi  Valley,  E.  * 
GLAMORGAN. 

Largest  counts  of  passage  birds  were:  20  at  Lavernock,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Oct.  3rd  and  26  at1 
Kenfig  on  Nov.  10th.  17  at  Holyhead  Breakwater  Park,  ANGLESEY  Oct.  3rd  and  14  on  the  8th. 

The  table  below  gives  the  max.  monthly  counts  from  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON. 


Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Bardsey 

2 

53 

5 

1 

26 

50 

80 

4 

1 

FIRECREST  R.  ignicapillus  DRYW  PEN FFL  A  MGOCH 

(B)  A  scarce  breeding  re  side  n  and  uncommon  passage  migrant. 

Table  below  summarises  the  monthly  occurrence  for  each  county. 


Jan.  Feb. 

GWENT  1  1 

E.  GLAMORGAN  5  2 

GOWER  3  2 

CARMARTHEN  1 

PEMBROKE  2  3 

CAERNARFON  1  1 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY  ’  1 

CLWYD 


Mar.  Apr 

3 

1 

1 


1 

1  1 
1 


May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 


1 


Oct.  Nov. 

2  3 

11 

1 

5  7 

7 

1  1 


3  were  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GOWER  on  Nov.  24th  but  there  were  at  least  4.  perhaps  6  there  on 
Dec.  1st.  3  were  singing  at  Presteigne,  RADNOR  in  May  &  June. 


Additional  records  for  2002:  2-3  at  Coed-y-Prior.  Blorenge,  April  -  May. 


SPOTTED  FLYCATCHER  Muscicapa  striata  GWYBEDOG  MANNOG  | 

(C)  Once  a  common  summer  visitor,  now  appears  to  be  declining;  passage  migrant ,  May  anc 
August  /  September. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 


Earliest 

Latest 

Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  30th 

Honddu  valley 

Sept.  16th 

Trelleck  (3) 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

May  5th 

Penderyn 

Sept.  20th 

Kenfig  &  Cwra  Nash 

GOWER 

May  8lh 

Lliw  Res. 

Sept.  21st 

CARMARTHEN 

May  9th 

Dinas 

Sept.  1 0th 

Rhydcymerau 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  28lh 

Skokholm 

Sept.  30th 

Skokholm 

CEREDIGION 

May  14th 

Trisant 

BRECON 

May  9th 

Llangasty 

Sept.  18th 

Llangorse 

MONTGOMERY 

May  4,h 

Llanelltyd 

CAERNARFON 

May  1st 

Bardsey 

Sept.  27th 

Bardsey 

ANGLESEY 

May  5th 

Solider’s  Point  &  Breakwater 

Oct.  2nd 

Soldier’s  Point 

Largest  count  of  passage  birds  was  of  9  on  Bardsey  on  Aug.  24 


t 


RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula parva  GWYBEDOG  BRONGOCH 

(A)  Scarce  but  regular  autumn  passage  migrant,  particularly  to  Bardsey  where  it  can  be 
considered  something  of  an  island  specially; 

Adult  at  Porth  Clais,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  22nd  -  23rd.  At  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  an  adult  Oct.  I 
12th  and  a  1st  w  on  the  20lh. 


i* 
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Additional  records  from  Bardsey  for  2001:  lsl  winters  Sept.  28lh  &  Oct.  14Ih  and  an  adult  on  the 
14th. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  F.  hypoleuca  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

(C)  A  numerous  summer  visitor  in  most  mainland  counties,  but  a  rare  breeding  bird  on  Anglesey. 
Now  declining. 

52  nest  boxes  were  occupied  at  Grwyne  Fawr,  GWENT  but  none  at  Old  Church  Wood  (after  1 5 
years).  In  E.  GLAMORGAN,  6  territories  at  Coed  y  Bedw,  but  only  2  females,  1 1  y  fledged  from 
14  eggs.  In  GOWER  in  the  Cwm  Clyddach  study  area  47  nest  boxes  were  occupied  (cf.  101  in 
1999)  with  263y  fledged.  BRECON:  17  territories  at  MOD  Sennybridge,  3  prs.  at  Cwm  Claisfer, 
while  of  the  14  nest  boxes  occupied  by  this  species  at  Cwm,  Llanwrthwl  on  May  29th  only  2  had 
nests  and  none  had  eggs.  In  Montgomery  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  57  pairs.  Llangollen,  CLWYD  study 
block  of  60  boxes  had- 18  occupied  by  this  species  (30%).  At  World’s  End,  27  boxes  held  12  pairs 
(44%),  and  average  clutch  size  was  6.9  (for  9  nests)  and  average  fledged  brood  size  4.8,  the  latter 
much  higher  than  the  2.94  recorded  in  2002. 

Table  of  earliest  and  latest  reports  in  each  county: 

Earliest  Latest 


Date 

Site 

Date 

Site 

GWENT 

Apr.  13th 

Llandegtedd  Res.  &  Forest  Coal  Pit 

Aug.  30th 

GLWR  Golcliff 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

Apr.  24;r' 

Coed  y  Bedw 

Sept.  23rd 

Kenfig 

GOWER 

Apr.  19th 

Cwm  Clydach 

Sept.  12th 

Mcwslade 

CARMARTHEN 

Apr.  1 1th 

Llandeilo 

PEMBROKE 

Apr.  I5lh 

At  4  sites 

Sept.  27lh 

Skokholm 

CEREDIGION 

Mar.  26th 

Ynyshir 

BRECON 

Apr.  !3,h 

Cwm,  Llanwrthwl 

Aug.  4th 

Capel  y  Ffin 

CAERNARFON 

Apr.  13th 

Aber  Valley 

Sept.  20th 

Great  Orme 

ANGLESEY 

Aug.  8th 

Holyhead  Breakwater  Park 

DENBIGH 

Apr.  13th 

Llangollen* 

*  earliest  record  at  this  site. 

The  largest  count  was  of  1 3  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  Aug.  26lh. 


BEARDED  TIT  Panurus  biarmicus  TITW  BA RFOG 

(A)  An  erratic  breeding  species  in  one  or  two  locations  in  very  small  numbers  from  the  mid-1960’s 
to  the  late  1980’s;  otherw  ise  a  rare  autumn  and  winter  visitor  to  reedbed  areas. 

All  records  were:  a  pair  at  Uskmouth  Reedbeds,  GWENT  on  Nov.  13th,  one  there  on  Dec.  31st;  a 
single  at  Lamby  Lake,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Oct.  29th  -  Nov.  6th.  A  female  at  the  Teifi  Marshes, 
CEREDIGION  on  Feb.  15th  and  one  heard  there  on  Nov.  23rd. 

LONG-TAILED  TIT  Aegithalos  caudatus  TITW  GYNFFON-HIR 

(D)  A  relatively  common  resident ,  widely  distributed  except  on  parts  of  Anglesey  and  Llyn. 
i  Numbers  fluctuate  widely  from  year  to  year  in  response  to  the  severity  of  winter  weather. 
Increasing. 

MARSH  TIT  P.  pal  us  tr  is  TITW'R  WERN 

■(C)  A  resident  species,  strongly  sedentary;  widespread  but  patchily  distributed  in  the  eastern  half 
of  Wales  and  in  Pembroke.  Scarce  or  absent  in  other  western  and  northern  areas.  Thought  to  be 
declining  across  its  range. 

Recorded  at  12  sites  in  GWENT,  at  6  in  CARMARTHEN  and  from  27  locations  in  BRECON. 

,  Noted  as  declining  in  RADNOR. 


WILLOW  TIT  P.  montanus  TITW'R  HEL  YG 

(C)  A  thinly  distributed  resident,  most  frequent  in  south-east  and  east  Wales  and  absent  from  most 
of  north-east  Wales.  Thought  to  be  declining  across  its  range. 

Recorded  at  8  sites  in  GWENT  (bred  at  2  of  these),  14  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN,  at  7  in 
GOWER,  at  6  in  CARMARTHEN,  at  12  in  PEMBROKE,  16  in  BRECON,  at  8  in  RADNOR  (a 
continued  decline)  and  at  4  on  ANGLESEY. 


COAL  TIT  P.  ater  TlTW  PEND  DU  J 

(C)  A  widespread  and  fairly  common  resident.  Most  numerous  in  conifer  woodlands.  Has 
increased  in  the  second  half  of  this  century  with  the  spread  of  conifer  plantations. 

Over  50  individuals  reached  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  in  autumn,  the  largest  counts  were  of  31  on 
Oct.  1st  and  17  the  next  day.  2  were  still  there  in  December. 

BLUE  TIT  P.  caeruleus  TITW  TOMAS  LAS  , 

(C)  An  abundant  resident  species,  most  numerous  in  deciduous  woodland  but  not  restricted  to  this 
preferred  habitat,  especially  in  winter  when  it  is  more  numerous.  Increasing. 

Of  52  occupied  nest  boxes  at  Coed-y-Bedw,  E.  GLAMORGAN  only  40  were  successful. 


GREAT  TIT  P.  major  TITW  MAW R  \ 

(C)  A  widespread  and  numerous  species  throughout  Wales  up  to  approximately  500m.  Increasing. 

80  pairs  counted  in  the  Llynfi  Valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN. 

NUTHATCH  Sitta  europaea  DELOR  Y  CNA  U  L 

(D)  A  widely  distributed  and  fairly  numerous  resident  of  mature  deciduous  and  mixed  woodland  i 
throughout  Wales.  Increasing. 

29  pairs  counted  in  the  Llynfi  Valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN. 


TREE  CREEPER  Certhia  familiaris  DRINGWR  BACH 

(C)  Resident.  Widely  distributed  in  woodlands  throughout  Wales.  Increasing. 

One  arrived  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  Oct.  3rd.  One  at  the  Great  Orme,  CAERNARFON,  Oct. 

tb  th 

14  -  1 7  showed  characteristics  of  the  race  C.  f  familiaris. 

GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  oriolus  EURYN'  | 

(A)  A  scarce  summer  visitor,  recorded  in  all  counties  and  particularly  in  Pembroke.  Most  of  the  i 
records  fall  in  May  and  June  as  is  to  be  expected  with  a  species  overshooting  its  continental 
breeding  areas.  j 

The  only  records  came  from  Skomer,  PEMBROKE,  of  a  female  on  Apr.  28th,  a  pair  there  Apr.  30u  | 
-  May  lsl .  with  the  male  remaining  until  the  2nd  and  a  different  male  June  1 5th.  i 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  Lanius  collurio  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH  i 

(A)  A  scarce  passage  migrant  in  spring  and  autumn  chiefly  to  coastal  areas,  formerly  a  J 
widespread  breeding  species  in  small  numbers. 

All  records  were:  an  immature  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Sept.  15th  -  23rd,  a  male  on  Ramsey. 
PEMBROKE  May  30lh  and  juveniles  at  Skomer  Aug.  31st  and  at  Strumble  Head  Sept.  23rd. 
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GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  L.  excubitor  CIGYDD  MA  WR 

(A)  A  scarce  but  annual  winter  visitor,  occasionally  recorded  on  passage. 

All  records  were  of  singles  at:  Cadair  Beaches  /  Ninewell,  Wentwood,  GWENT  on  Nov.  18lh;  in 
GOWER,  at  Mynydd  Margam  December  2002  -  Mar.  23rd  and  at  Cwm  Gwenffryd  on  Nov.  23rd;  at 
Esk  Res.,  CARMARTHEN  Mar.  20lh  and  returning  there  on  Nov.  23ld  and  at  Mynydd  Llanybydder 
Nov.  27lh;  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  Nov.  23rd  -  Dec.  29th;  BRECON:  at  Usk  from  2002  until 
tVIar.  20lh,  another  at  Mynydd  Epynt  Mar.  2nd  and  at  Commins  Coch  Mar.  18th.  In  the  second  winter 
period,  returned  to  Usk  (also  in  CARMARTHEN),  Nov.  23rd  onward  and  one  at  Talybont  late 
November  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Single  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  Nov.  1st. 
MEIRIONNYDD:  One  was  seen  in  a  conifer  plantation  near  Llanuwchllyn  on  Feb.  9th,  here  again 
Dn  Mar.  1 5th.  One  was  amongst  a  large  finch  flock  at  Llanfor,  Bala  on  Mar.  5lh.  A  male  and  a  female 
were  at  Clocaenog  Forest,  CLWYD  from  early  November  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Additional  records  for  2002:  one  on  the  Epynt,  BRECON  on  Mar.  25lh,  remaining  until  Apr.  8th. 
with  a  second  bird  there  on  Mar.  26th.  Two  at  Titabad  on  Nov.  19lh,  one  at  Talybont  on  the  22nd  and 
Dne  in  Glasfynydd  Forest  form  Dec.  15th  to  the  year's  end.  One  at  Whitton,  RADNOR  Feb.  2nd  - 
Mar.  8th. 

WOODCHAT  SHRIKE  L.  senator  CIGYDD  PENGOCH 

'A)  A  scarce  visitor. 

An  adult,  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  May  30th  -  3 1st. 

i\ 

JAY  Garrulus  glandarius  YSGRECHYCOED 

V)  Widespread  resident,  common  in  most  deciduous  woodland  areas,  least  so  in  western  coastal 
‘ringes ;  scarce  in  west  Llyn  and  absent  from  large  parts  of  Anglesey.  Autumn  /  winter  influxes 
rom  the  east  occur  irregularly. 

The  largest  counts  received  were  of  33  at  the  Moorings,  GWENT  on  July  3rd  and  20  at  Treborth 
Botanic  Gardens,  Bangor,  CAERNARFON  in  autumn. 

.  MAGPIE  Pica  pica  PIODEN 

B)  An  abundant  and  widespread  resident;  numbers  still  increasing. 

..arge  counts  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  40  at  Cardiff  Heliport  Jan.  23rd,  50  at  Lavemock  Oct. 
fd,  50+  at  Bridgend  Oct.  24lh  and  40+  at  Roath  Park  Nov.  25th.  38  pairs  located  in  the  Llynfi 
Galley.  A  roost  of  50  at  Pentraeth,  ANGLESEY  January  -  February. 
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CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

(C)  A  resident  in  small  numbers,  mainly  on  cliff  coasts  of  the  western  seaboard. 

In  E.  GLAMORGAN,  pairs  noted  at  Cwm  Nash  and  Ogmore  -  Southemdown.  but  no  breeding 
attempts  were  apparently  made.  In  GOWER,  a  pair  at  Pennard  produced  3y,  7  seen  there  on  Sept. 
14th,  individuals  seen  at  several  sites  on  the  south  coast,  Langland  to  Three  Cliffs,  max.  12  at 
Mewslade  Oct.  10th  and  14  on  Nov.  22nd  (6  of  which  had  been  colour  ringed  at  Stackpole,  j 
PEMBROKE). 

7  juveniles  were  seen  at  Telpyn  Point,  CARMARTHEN  from  Aug.  30th  into  September,  3  of  which 
had  come  from  Castle  Martin  nests  and  one  from  Ramsey  (both  PEMBROKE).  There  were  64 
occupied  territories  in  PEMBROKE,  where  49  pairs  produced  a  minimum  of  120  young.  5  pairs 
reared  14  young  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  count  of  41  there  Oct.  19lh,  a  pair  at  the  Great  Orme 
fledged  3y.  The  only  other  large  count  was  of  27  at  Mynydd  Mawr  Oct.  17th.  On  ANGLESEY, 
three  pairs  fledged  at  least  7  young  at  Point  Lynas  and  one  pair  nested  at  Liam  Cam.  Max.  counts : 
at  the  main  sites  were:  16  at  The  Range  on  May  9th,  16  at  South  Stack  on  June  2nd,  14  at  Carmel  \ 
Head  on  Mar.  23rd. 

JACKDAW  Corvus  monedula  JAC-Y-DO 

(C)  An  abundant  and  widespread  resident.  Increasing. 

Large  flocks  included:  in  GWENT:  a  roost  of  1,000+  at  Llanfoist  in  the  first  winter  period,  800  at 
Newport  and  500  at  Pencoed  on  Dec.  2nd;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  first  winter  counts  include  500  at 
Ystrad/Ll  wynypia  on  Jan.  5  ,  600  at  Watermill,  Ogmore  on  Jan.  10  ,  1,000  at  Bridgend  on  Jan. 
25th  and  2,000-t-  on  Feb.  22nd,  750+  at  Gelligaer  going  to  roost  on  Feb.  10th  and  600  at  Aberdare 
Park  on  Mar.  4th.  During  the  breeding  season  2,000  pairs  were  present  in  the  Llvnfi  Valley  where 
the  population  is  reported  as  stable.  There  were  1,000  at  Bargoed  on  June  25th.  Post  breeding 
counts  include  400  at  Sker  Farm  on  July  31st,  350  at  Bridgend  on  Sept.  2nd,  300+  at  Sker  Fields  on 
Sept.  8  and  353  at  Kenfig  on  Oct.  20  .  Second  winter  counts  included  500  at  Aberdare  Park  on 
Dec.  27th  and  432  at  Bargoed  on  Dec.  30lh.  GOWER:  400  at  Loughor  on  Apr.  23rd,  1,000+  in 
several  roost  including  Clydach.  Neath,  Britton  Ferry  and  Eglwys  Nunydd.  2,700  at  Gowerton  on 
Jan.  1st  and  1,600+  there  on  Dec.  16th.  1,000  at  Oriel  Jones,  Llanvbydder,  CARMARTHEN  on 
Mar.  20th  and  700  at  Merlin’s  Hill  on  July  14th. 

CAERNARFON:  There  was  a  roost  of  c.  400  in  Treborth  Woods  throughout  summer  and  autumi 
and  285  were  roosting  at  the  Great  Orme  cemetery  on  Nov.  8th.  From  16th  Oct.  an  unprecedentei  i 
movement  took  place  on  Bardsey  with  birds  flying  off  the  southern  end  of  the  island  out  toward 
southern  Ireland.  At  least  98  were  seen  on  the  16th,  then  600  the  next  day,  290  on  the  18th,  390  oi  | 
the  19lh,  295  on  the  20th  and  only  six  on  the  21st.  On  the  22nd  another  150  moved  south,  with  230  th 
next  day  and  45  on  the  24th.  None  were  seen  on  the  25th,  60  were  counted  on  the  26lh  and  a  singl 
flock  of  500  flew  off  the  South  End  and  disappeared  into  the  distance  on  the  27th,  with  just  thre 
seen  the  next  day. 

ANGLESEY:  There  was  a  large  pre  and  post  roost  gathering  of  between  500  and  1,000  ai 
Caergeiliog  in  January  and  February  and  a  corvid  roost  at  Cairn  recorded  from  June  1  Th  to  the  enc  i 
of  the  year  included  about  300  of  this  species. 

There  were  two  records  of  the  eastern  race  C  m.  soemmeringii,  one  at  Llwyn  Onn.  Tal-v-Bont  Iron 
Jan.  17  to  the  end  of  the  year  and  breeding  here  and  one  in  a  garden  at  Porthmadog  on  many  date: 
between  Nov.  8th  and  Dec.  31st.  Two  other  birds  present  in  a  small  flock  of  up  to  30  Jackdaw: 
during  the  same  period  showed  characteristics  of  either  intergrades  or  of  the  Scandinavian  rac< 
C.m.  monedula. 

ROOK  Corvus  fi-ugilegus  YDFR.4  j 

(C)  A  plentiful  and  widespread  resident,  breeding  mainly  below  305m. 

A  total  of  228  nests  at  4  rookeries  in  GWENT,  245  nests  at  6  sites  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  and  9(  \ 
nests  in  55  rookeries  in  GOWER  (including  5  that  were  deserted).  112  nests  at  5  sites 
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CARMARTHEN.  68  nests  at  Carreg,  CAERNARFON  33  at  Gyfelan  and  42  at  Tudweiliog  and  100 
at  6  other  sites. 

CARRION  CROW  C.  cor  one  BRAN  DYDDYN 

(D)  An  abundant  resident  and  partial  migrant  throughout  Wales.  Often  regarded  as  the  principal 
avian  pest  species  in  rural  areas. 

HOODED  CROW  C.  cornix  BRAN LWYD 

(A)  An  irregular  wanderer  to  Wales,  mainly  in  winter  and  most  frequent  to  coastal  areas. 

Single  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  Mar.  30th.  CAERNARFON:  One  at  Foryd  Bay  on  July  27th 
was  accompanied  by  three  hybrid  juveniles,  with  probably  the  same  bird  on  Foryd  foreshore  on 
Nov.  11th.  Singles  were  seen  on  Bardsey  on  Mar.  26th,  Apr.  20th  and  22nd.  A  hybrid  Carrion  x 
Hooded  crow  was  also  present  on  Mar.  26th.  On  ANGLESEY:  Resident  at  South  Stack  all  year. 
Two  flew  W  past  the  Range  on  Apr.  30th  with  one  here  on  May  10th,  there  was  one  at  Point  Lynas 
on  Mar.  24th,  one  near  Llangefni  on  Apr.  lbt  and  one  at  Penbrynyreglwys  on  Nov.  16th.  One  present 
at  Llangollen,  CLWYD  Feb.  18th  and  Aug.  2nd. 

Hybrid  birds  were  at  South  Stack  on  Oct.  1 2th  and  Nov.  8th  and  at  Point  Lynas  on  Apr.  29th  and  a 
probable  hybrid  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  on  May  26th. 

RAVEN  C.  cor  ax  C1GFRAN 

(C)  Resident:  distributed  throughout  the  whole  of  Wales.  Numbers  are  very  high  in  many  of  the 
uplands  and  coastal-cliff  areas. 

Max.  counts  from  the  Blaencannaid  roost,  E.  GLAMORGAN  were: 

JFMAMJJA  S  O  N  D 
Blaencannaid  roost  108  102  128  158  199  208  175  199  57  38  51  44 

Large  counts  in  GWENT  included:  40  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  Feb.  22nd,  55  there  on  Apr.  25th,  up  to 
40  at  Aberbeed  in  the  first  winter  period,  35  at  Pen-y-fan  Pond  on  Aug.  13th  and  60  at  Cross  Ash 
on  Sept.  9th.  The  largest  counts  in  PEMBROKE  were  30  at  Strumble  Head  Aug.  31st  and  40  on 
Skomer  Sept.  20th.  40  at  Llanwllni,  CARMARTHEN  on  Mar.  31st,  50  on  Mynydd  Llangorse, 
BRECON  on  Jan.  2nd  and  60+  at  the  Drovers  Arms,  Mynydd  Epynt  on  the  same  date. 

The  highest  estimate  at  the  Newborough  roost,  ANGLESEY  was  800  birds  in  late  January,  with 
400  here  on  Nov.  1 5th.  Approx.  300  were  roosting  in  mixed  woodland  and  pine  plantation  SE  of 
Pentraeth  in  January  and  February.  There  were  37  at  Mynydd  Bodafon  on  Feb.  23rd  and  60  flying 
to  roost  here  on  Nov.  16  .  Other  counts  of  20  or  more  were  42  at  Carmel  Head  on  Nov.  25  ,  36 
over  the  Plantation  at  South  Stack  on  Nov.  6th,  27  at  Point  Lynas  on  Oct.  3rd  and  24  at  Mynydd 
Llwydiarth  on  Dec.  5th. 

In  Ruabon  Moor  /  Horseshoe  Pass,  CLWYD  study,  totals  as  follows  for  2002  and  2003:  2002  -  15 
pairs,  of  which  three  non-breeding,  mean  clutch  5.5  for  10  nests  and  mean  brood  per  laying  pair  2.1 
for  12  pairs;  2003  -  16  pairs,  of  which  3  non-breeding,  mean  clutch  5.0  for  9  nests  and  mean  brood 
per  laying  pair  2.7  for  1 3  pairs. 

STARLING  Sturnus  vulgaris  DR  UD  WEN 

(C)  An  abundant  resident ,  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  large  numbers. 

Some  large  flocks  were  reported  as  follows:  at  Uskmouth,  GWENT  there  were  14,000  on  Nov.  19 
md  40,000  on  Dec.  28th.  2,500  were  estimated  at  Collister  Pill  on  Oct.  26th,  2,000  at  Sluice  Farm 
Dn  the  28th,  3,500  at  Llandevaud  on  Nov.  1 5th  and  1,000+  at  the  Newhouse  roost. 

7.  GLAMORGAN  1 ,000  at  Hirwaun  Ponds  on  Oct.  1 8th,  1 ,000+  at  RJhymney  Great  Wharf  on  Oct. 
27th  &  Nov.  4th,  1,000  at  Cors  Crychydd  Reen  on  Nov.  9th  and  a  high  of  10,000  at  Maerdy  Farm  on 
Nov.  15th.  There  were  1,000+  at  Penpedairheol  on  Dec.  5th  and  5,000+  leaving  the  roost  at  Kenfig 
Dec.  12th.  5,000  at  Loughor,  GOWER  on  Feb.  23,d,  5,000  at  the  Britton  Ferry  Bridge  on  Nov.  8th. 
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9,670  were  counted  at  Rhydcymerau,  CARMARTHEN  on  Feb.  19th  and  2,100  were  at  Strumble 
Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  21st,  8,000  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Jan.  1 1th,  5,000  there  on 
Oct.  15th,  1,300  at  Y  Gors  on  Feb.  8th  and  1,000-2,000  at  Brecon  Library  on  Feb.  22nd.  7,000  at  the 
Dolydd  Hafren  roost,  MONTGOMERY  in  October. 

ANGLESEY:  In  the  second  winter  period,  there  was  a  large  roost  at  Llyn  Garreg  Lwyd, 
Llanfaethlu,  with  600,000+  counted  at  dusk  on  Nov.  5th  &  1 1th.  Elsewhere  there  were  16,000  in 
roadside  fields  at  Burwen  on  Nov.  14th  and  12,500  going  to  roost  at  Llanrhuddlad  on  Oct.  15lh. 

ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING  S.  roseus  DRUDWEN  WRIDOG 

(A)  A  rare  visitor,  most  often  recorded  from  Pembroke  and  Caernarfon. 

An  immature  at  Kenfig,  E.  GLAMORGAN  from  Sept.  15th  to  23rd;  an  adult  at  Aberavon,  GOWER 
June  27th  -  July  10th;  in  PEMBROKE  adults  at  Strumble  Head,  June  7th  &  St.  David’s  June  19th  - 
21st  and  a  juv.  on  Skomer  Sept.  15th;  an  adult  at  Pontrug,  CAERNARFON  June  6th;  an  adult  at 
Llanfachraeth,  ANGLESEY  on  Aug.  7th. 

Additional  records  for  2002:  adult,  found  dead  at  Uplands,  Swansea,  GOWER  June  19  and  ] 
another  at  Cwm  Ivy  on  July  4th.  Another  at  Llandudno  Golf  Course,  CAERNARFON  on  June  9lh.  ' 
Additional  records  for  2001:  a  juv.  taken  into  care  at  Horton,  GOWER  on  Nov.  28  ,  was  later 
released  Jan.  7th  2002. 

HOUSE  SPARROW  Passer  domesticus  ADER YN  Y  TG 

(C)  Resident,  breeding  throughout  Wales  in  all  counties.  Not  ubiquitous,  however,  and  absent  from 
many  upland  settlements.  Significant  declines  noted  in  most  areas  during  1970  -1990  but  this  may 
have  been  reversed  by  the  end  of  the  century. 

An  estimated  1000  pairs  bred  in  the  Llynfi  valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN. 

Large  flocks,  over  80  included:  in  E.  GLAMORGAN:  120  at  Locks  Lane,  Porthcawl  Aug.  22nd  and 
250  in  the  Monknash  area  on  Sept.  25th.  147  were  counted  at  a  roost  at  Baglan  Moors,  GOWER  on 
Jan.  5lh,  73  there  on  Dec.  31sl.  In  SE  BRECON  there  were  a  total  of  1,100  in  15  flocks  during 
August,  including  200  at  Tregoyd,  150  Pennorth  and  100  at  Llaneliea  &  Aberbran.  c.100  near  the 
boating  lake  at  Llanfairfechan,  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  14th;  145  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on 
Aug.  18th. 

TREE  SPARROW  P.  montanus  GOLF AN  Y  MYNYDD 

(C)  Breeding  resident  in  small  numbers  with  a  patchy  distribution.  Absent  from  most  western 
areas.  Declining  in  most  areas. 

A  summary  of  breeding  records:  GWENT:  4  broods  at  one  site,  3  pairs  at  a  second  site.  E  i 
GLAMORGAN:  pairs  at  Tipper  Monknash  Frn,  6  prs.  at  Monkton  and  a  juv.  seen  at  the  Boscl 
factory,  Miskin.  56-59  occupied  nest  boxes  in  the  Tywi  Valley,  CARMARTHEN  and  5  prs.  at  othe:  j 
sites.  PEMBROKE:  a  pair  bred  on  Ramsey  for  the  first  time,  2y  Hedged  and  breeding  was  reportec  ! 
at  one  other  site.  34  pairs  bred  in  BRECON  at  13  sites;  15  pairs  bred  near  Bishop’s  Castk  ' 
MONTGOMERY  in  nest  boxes. 

Large  flocks  included:  up  to  15  at  Monk  Ash,  E.  GLAMORGAN  Mar.  2nd,  16  at  Ty’n-y-caeau  Fm  | 
on  Feb.  15th;  25  at  Pitton  Green,  GOWER  on  Jan.  12th  and  17  on  the  23rd;  12  at  Dryslwyn, 
CARMARTHEN  on  Feb.  16th,  40  at  Slwch  Fm.  BRECON  Feb.  21st;  120  at  Dolydd  Hafren. 
MONTGOMERY  on  Aug.  24th. 

Additional  records  for  2002:  40  at  Dderw  on  Feb.  3rd  was  the  only  sizable  flock  in  BRECON.  42-4  f  f: 
pairs  found  breeding,  mainly  in  the  SE  of  the  county  but  including  2  pairs  in  boxes  at  Llanafan. 
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CHAFFINCH  Fringilla  coelebs  JI-BINC 

rC)  An  abundant  resident,  numerous  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor.  Possibly  declining. 

_.arge  flocks  in  the  first  winter  period  included:  150  at  West  Pill,  GWENT  on  Nov.  7th;  GOWER: 
>00  at  Weobly  Jan.  9th  and  200  at  Margam  Deer  Park  Feb.  2nd  &  9th;  300  at  Mullock  Bridge, 
PEMBROKE  on  Feb.  12th;  430  at  Llanhamlach,  BRECON  on  Jan.  4*. 

There  were  some  notable  flocks  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  during  autumn  passage  in  October,  260  east 
it  Nash  Point  on  14th,  290  south-east  in  two  hours  at  Dunraven  on  11th,  230  in  one  hour  on  18th 
vith  800  in  45  minutes  on  1 6th,  and  2,038  east  on  17th.  Elsewhere  in  October,  600  went  past 
i  ^avemock  on  19th,  with  700  east  past  Cwm  Nash  and  700  past  Nash  Point  on  the  same  day.  200 
noving  E  at  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  28th.  On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  a  large  movement 
m  Nov.  6th  saw  1027  move  south  in  the  morning,  with  394  involved  in  a  smaller  movement  on  the 
1 1th.  275+  feeding  in  crop  fields  at  Mynachdy,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  27th. 


_,arge  counts  during  the  second  winter  period  included:  200  at  Margam  Deer  Park  on  Oct.  4th,  300 
it  Maes-yr-On,  Cynala,  BRECON  in  November  &  December. 

BRAMBLING  F.  montifringilla  PINC  Y  MYNYDD 

B)  Winter  visitor  in  variable  numbers;  seldom  numerous  and  usually  locally  distributed. 

The  largest  flocks  were  in  the  Wye  Valley,  GWENT  during  January,  where  there  were  200  at 
Vhitestone  and  100  at  Coed  Beddich.  The  last  was  recorded  at  Graig  Ddu  on  Apr.  18th.  Otherwise 
)  here  were  small  numbers  scattered  through  Wales  with  the  largest  counts  as  follows:  25  at 
vlewslade,  GOWER  on  Nov.  1st;  40  at  Slwch  Fm,  BRECON  on  Feb.  21bt  and  50  at  Maes-yr-On  on 
slov.  22nd;  50  at  Bronant,  CEREDIGION  on  Jan.  9th;  in  MONTGOMERY  60  at  Newtown,  30  at 
Jansantffraid  and  242  ringed  in  a  garden  in  Welshpool. 


;  Ten  were  in  roots  at  Cwm  Main,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Mar.  3rd,  with  at  least  33  in  stubbles  at 
i  Janfor,  Bala  on  Mar.  5  .  CAERNARFON:  Birds  were  recorded  regularly  at  Bernina, 
;  Janfairfechan  from  Jan.  25th  to  Mar.  28th,  with  a  max.  of  6  on  Jan.  30th.  In  the  second  winter 
i  )eriod  there  was  one  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  5th,  followed  by  almost  daily  records  to  the  month’s  end, 

Ivith  counts  of  28  on  the  16th,  50  on  17th,  71  on  27th  and  28  on  the  30th.  In  November  two  were 
»een  on  ls1  then  none  until  179  on  the  5th  and  252  on  the  6th.  ANGLESEY:  Passage  was  recorded  at 
Soldier’s  Point  from  Oct.  14th  to  Nov.  10th,  with  a  max.  of  6  on  Oct.  28th.  There  were  6  at  Holyhead 
r  breakwater  CP  on  Oct.  16th  and  11  at  South  Stack  on  Oct.  17th.  In  the  Cairn  area,  passage  was 
i  ecorded  from  Oct.  11th  to  Nov.  21st,  with  a  max.  of  1 1  in  a  garden  here  on  Nov.  5th.  20+  at 
Vrexham,  CLW YD  on  Feb.  2 1 st. 


E, 


:l  SERIN  Serinus  serinus  LLINOS  FRECH 

a  A)  A  rare  passage  migrant. 

\  female  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  May  28th,  another  Skokholm  Nov.  23rd  and  on  Bardsey, 
1e  3AERNARFON  on  May  10th. 


B  GREENFINCH  Carduelis  chloris  LLINOS  WERDD 

'  C)  Common  resident .  increasing;  partial  post-breeding  migrant. 

i  [Counts  of  over  100  were:  150  at  Llandevaud,  GWENT  on  Apr.  7lh,  100  at  Cardiff  Heliport,  E. 
GLAMORGAN  on  Oct.  14th,  140  at  Tregoyd,  BRECON  on  Sept.  8th  and  350  on  the  27th. 

>9  pairs  bred  ii  the  Llynfi  valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN. 

\\  ^arge  autumn  movements  were  recorded  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  including  136  on  Oct.  1 4lh, 
55  on  15th  and  352  on  the  16th.  There  were  31  here  on  Nov.  5th  and  102  on  the  7th. 


GOLDFINCH  C.  carduelis  NICO 

(C)  Resident,  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant;  possibly  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 
Population  is  increasing. 

Autumn  passage  was  well  recorded  with  many  flocks  of  over  160,  including:  200  at  Peterstone 
Wentloog,  GWENT  on  Oct.  1st.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  160  at  Blaencaerau,  Maesteg  E. 


GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  22nd.  400  east  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on  Oct.  lsl,  500  at  Lavemock  Point  on 


St 


12th,  300  east  at  Nash  Point  and  1,250  east  in  one  hr  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on  14ln,  190  south  east  in  2 


i  th 


hrs. 


at  Dunraven  on  the  1 1th  and  150  east  on  16th. 


23rd  and  180  at  Waunarlwydd  on  Aug.  31SI.  280  at  Rhydcymerau,  CARMARTHEN  on  Sept.  22 


In  GOWER:  194  at  the  Clydach  roost  on  Feb. 

nd. 


200  were  at  Mynydd  Illtyd,  BRECON  on  Sept.  27th  &  350  there  in  3  separate  flocks  in  October, 


250  at  Llangorse  Sept.  29th  &  350  there  on  the  27in;  c.  1 50  at  Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  on  Sept.  6 


th 


-th 


SISKIN  C.  spinus  PI  LA  GWYRDL 

(C)  An  increasing  breeding  species;  numerous  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

Large  flocks  in  GWENT  included:  250  at  Lasgam  Wood  &  200  at  Blaenavon  in  January.  50  at 


Wentwood  on  Jan.  28th,  150  at  Mescoed  Mawr  on  Feb.  7th,  80  at  Goytre  Wharf  on  Feb.  16th,  50  at 


Cleddon  on  the  26th  and  50  at  Mamhilad  on  Dec.  29"1.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  flocks  of  20-40  noted 


th 


at  Glamorgan  Canal,  Abercwmboi,  Mountain  Ash  and  Efail  Isaf  and  70  at  Lisvane  on  Jan.  20th,  51 
at  Llwyn  Hir  on  Feb.  4th  and  200  Maindy  Park,  Pentre  on  Mar.  2nd.  Autumn  movements  in  October 


included  24  west  at  Kenfig  on  9th,  with  209  west  there  on  1 1 


i  th 


,th 


50  east  at  Nash  Point  on  14th  and  150  east  at  Lavernock  Point  on  16th 


7th 


At  Dare  CP  there  were  60  on  12 
At  Dunraven  there  were  450 

east  in  45  mins  on  16lh,  238  east  in  45  mins  on  17th  and  30  south  east  in  one  hour  on  18th.  There 
were  54  at  Llangynwyd  power  station  on  Dec.  30th.  A  flock  of  80  at  Afan  Argoed,  GOWER  on 

th  ^Al  l„.  Neath  i  nn -  —  ^  ^th 

th 


Mar.  14m  and  120+  by  the  Neath  Canal,  Tonna  on  Dec.  24in.  150  at  Rhydcymerau, 
CARMARTHEN  Sept.  10th  -  12th.  101  counted  passing  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  16th.  200 

)th _ 1  yen  T  1 _ T  _ i~\  _  „  ^  nth 

z 


were  in  Crychan  Forest,  BRECON  on  Sept.  8tn  and  250  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Dec.  20in.  In  the  | 


north  the  largest  flock  was  of  70+  in  Larch  at  Llanelltyd,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Jan.  11th.  There  I 
were  60  in  Gwydyr  Forest  near  Llyn  Samau,  CAERNARFON  on  July  20th  and  70  at  Llyn  Cefni, 
ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  7th.  60  in  the  Foel,  Pentredwr,  CLWYD  on  Feb.  20th. 


As  for  breeding  records  (not  a  complete  picture):  3+  pairs  bred  in  GWENT;  24  birds  with  males 
heard  singing  at  Cwm  Garw  Fechan,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Mar.  1 8th  and  singing  birds  were  heard 
at  Parc  Cwm  Darren,  KNNR,  Garwnant,  Nantyffyllon,  and  Ruperra.  41  pairs  bred  in  the  Llynfi 
valley;  Breeding  was  recorded  at  4  sites  in  GOWER;  a  total  of  50-55  territorial  males  reported  in 
BRECON  including  12  at  MOD  Sennvbridge. 


LLINOS 


th 


LINNET  C.  cannabina 

(C)  Breeding  resident,  summer  visitor  and  passage  migrant. 

Large  flocks  in  GWENT  included  100  at  Collister  Pill  on  Sept.  1 1th,  500  at  St.  Brides  on  the  14 
250  at  Llanfair  Kilgeddin  on  the  28th,  500  at  Llanllowd  on  Oct.  3ld  and  100  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on 
Dec.  29th.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  the  highest  first  winter  period  counts  were  400+  at  Cwm  Nash  on 
Mar.  2nd,  and  100  at  Lamby  Way  foreshore  on  Mar.  6lh.  In  autumn  many  large  flocks  were 
reported  along  the  coast  with  largest  being  1,500+  at  Gileston  on  Sept.  2nd,  200  at  Nash  Point  on 
Oct.  1st  and  500  at  Sker  Fm  on  Oct.  2nd,  with  720  at  Rest  Bay  on  Oct.  14th,  and  a  south-east 
movement  of  470  in  one  hour  at  Dunraven  on  Oct.  18  .  270  were  at  Blaencaerau  Fm,  Maesteg  on 
Sept.  22nd.  In  GOWER:  300  at  Rhossili  Sept.  24th,  400  at  Wemffrwd  saltmarh  on  Nov.  28th  and 
360  at  Salthouse  Point  Dec.  12th.  100  at  Kidwelli,  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan.  4th. 

CAERNARFON:  c.  180  at  Glan-y-mor  Elias  on  Nov.  22nd.  On  Bardsey  a  minimum  of  186  young 


! 


were  fledged,  comprising  72  family  parties.  Monthly  maximum  counts  were: 


Bardsey 


Mar 

115 


Apr 

165 


May 

56 


June 

45 


July 

41 


Aug 

200 


Sept 

250 


Oct 

120 


162 


100  at  Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  on  Apr.  21st,  177  at  Point  Lynas  on  Aug.  1st,  with  162  here  on 
he  30th  and  200  on  Sept.  18th,  130  at  Soldier’s  Point  on  Sept.  215,-24th  and  a  max.  of  171  at 
Lemlyn  in  August  and  164  in  September. 

TWITE  C.  flavirostris  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

A)  Scarce  breeding  species,  presumably  resident ,  declining  in  range,  now  apparently  extinct  in 
Meirionnydd,  a  former  stronghold;  scarce  winter  visitor  and  passage  migrant  in  very >  small 
lumbers. 

\11  records  were:  three  were  discovered  in  the  Werfa  mast  area,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  25 

t  h  ♦  j.. 

intil  the  end  of  the  year.  5  (including  2  males)  were  at  Worms  Head  Oct.  25  8c  21  .  A  single  was 
it  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  on  Jan.  29th  and  5  at  Llansaintffraid  on  Oct.  2L1,  2  there  the  following 
lay.  CAERNARFON:  at  the  main  wintering  site  there  were  10  at  Glan-y-Mor  Elias,  Llanfairfechan 
m  Jan.  4th,  31  here  on  Mar.  29th,  26  on  Apr.  5th  and  22  by  the  boating  lake  on  Apr.  9th  but  down  to 
5  by  the  13th.  There  were  3  in  Nant  Ffrancon  on  May  3L1  with  13  here  on  Aug.  28lh.  In  the  second 
:  vinter  period  one  flew  over  the  Little  Orme  on  Sept.  26th  and  there  wrere  6  at  Morfa  Madrvn  on 
1  xTov.  23rd.  Bardsey  recorded  two  on  Oct.  25th  and  another  two  on  Nov.  6th. 

1  ANGLESEY:  There  was  one  at  Soldier’s  Point  on  Oct.  31st,  three  at  Malltraeth  on  Nov.  9lh  and  at 
east  10  with  a  flock  of  Linnet  at  the  Braint  estuary  on  Dec.  30th.  The  only  counts  from  FLINT 
vere  of  40  at  Gronant  Beach  Jan.  2nd,  5  there  Oct.  29th  and  20  on  Nov.  7*. 

LESSER  REDPOLL  C.  cabaret  LLINOS  BENGOCH  LELAF 

'C)  Partial  migrant,  widely  distributed  as  a  breeding  bird  but  probably  declining.  Passage  migrant 
T  md  winter  visitor  in  varying  numbers. 

^arge  counts  were:  30  at  Wentwood,  GWENT  on  Nov.  21st.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  there  was  a 
otal  of  75  in  twro  flocks  at  the  Glamorgan  Canal  on  Jan.  3rd,  100+  at  Twyn  Werfa,  Cwmbach  on 
7eb.  1 9th  and  26  at  Lisvane  on  Mar.  4th.  In  the  second  winter  period  there  were  40  at  Whinch  Fawr 
ind  30  at  Nelson  Bog  on  Nov.  22nd,  55  at  Nantyffyllon  on  Nov.  27th.  Max.  in  GOWER  was  28  at 
Vlorriston  on  Jan.  8th.  In  BRECON:  103  prs.  counted  at  23  sites,  including  27  on  MOD 
Sennybridge,  16  at  Glasfynydd  Forest  and  8  at  Talybont.  Large  counts  were  of  50  at  Llandefalle 
dill  Sept.  28th  and  70  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Dec.  20th. 

n  CAERNARFON  spring  passage  on  Bardsey  began  on  Mar.  19th  and  peaked  at  35  on  May  1st.  A 
;ingle  pair  appears  to  have  nested  on  Bardsey,  as  a  single  freshly  fledged  youngster  was  trapped 
here  in  August.  This  is  only  the  fourth  time  this  species  has  nested  on  the  island.  Autumn  passage 
>n  Bardsey  began  on  Sept.  20th,  and  peaked  at  42  on  Oct.  10th  and  37  on  the  1 1th. 

The  largest  flocks  on  the  mainland,  outside  the  breeding  season  were  80  at  Dolgarrog  on  Sept.  5th, 
iO4-  near  Rowen  on  May  6th,  30  at  Coedydd  Aber  on  Oct.  28th.  26  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  on 
Vlay  7th  and  22  here  on  the  21st. 

LROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra  GYLF1N  GROES 

®  fC)  An  increasing  resident  species  although  numbers  fluctuate;  occasional  irruptive  immigrant. 

®  Lrossbills  were  described  as  widespread  in  GWENT  January  -  May,  the  largest  counts  were:  100+ 
R  it  Blaenafon  on  Jan.  1  Ith,  100  at  Whitestone  on  Jan.  18th  and  30  at  Beacon  Hill  on  the  26th.  34  at 
®  Cwm  Cam  on  Mar.  2nd,  30+  at  Wentwood  on  the  12lh,  25+  at  Trelleck  on  May  4th,  80  at  Coed 
Jeddick  on  the  18th  and  20  at  Nine  Woods  on  Aug.  18th.  In  E.  GLAMORGAN:  In  the  first  winter 
period  there  were  34  at  Garwmant  on  Jan.  3rd,  8  at  Tair  Onnen  on  Jan.  1 1th,  and  a  flock  of  55  at 
v  Jwyn  On  Res  on  Jan.  11th,  included  singing  and  displaying  males.  Singing  birds  were  also  at 
vlerthyr  Tydfil  during  January  with  max  30+  there  on  23rd.  There  were  7  at  Llanwonno  on  Mar.  2nd 
v  ind  9  males  plus  8  females  at  Llantrisant  Wood  on  Mar.  22nd.  There  juvs.  in  a  flock  of  60  at  Llwyn 
j  3n  Res  on  Mar.  30th,  a  female  and  a  juv.  were  feeding  on  Ash  buds  in  Maesteg  Park  on  Apr.  8th,  5 
,  uvs.  with  23  ads  were  at  Gamwen,  Maesteg  on  Apr.  22nd,  with  possibly  the  same  flock  there  on 
Vlay  13th.  Second  broods  were  indicated  by  singing  males  at  Darren  y  Bannau,  Caerau  on  May  28tn 
md  at  Garnwen  on  June  13th.  In  autumn  7  flew  north-east  over  Kenfig  Pool  on  Aug.  5th,  4  flew 
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south-east  at  Dunraven  on  Oct.  1 1th,  13  were  at  Caerau  on  Oct.  13ul,  3  at  Caerphilly  Mountain  o 
Oct.  24th.  Bred  at  Whiteford  Point,  GOWER,  Craig-y-Llyn  Fach,  Foel  Fynyddan.  The  larges 


th 


counts  were  of  1 1  at  Craig  Gyfilchi  on  Jan.  3rd,  12  at  Mynydd  Bach  Mar.  19m,  40  at  Afan  Argoe> 
Apr.  27th  and  20  in  the  Rheola  Forest  on  Jan.  8th.  20  at  Usk  Res.  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan.  5th  an 
25  at  Brechfa  on  Mar.  5th.  20  were  counted  at  Pontrhydygroes,  CEREDIGION  on  Jan.  2nd,  26  g 
Myherin  Forest  on  Feb.  9th  and  30  at  Trawsgoed  on  Mar.  30th.  In  BRECON  70  at  Crychan  Fores 
January  -  February,  31  at  Glasfynydd  Forest  Jan.  2nd,  21  at  Cwan  Farm  Jan.  26th,  40  at  Trallwn  i] 
February.  Breeding  was  confirmed  at  4  sites. 

30  in  the  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  in  January,  50  at  Abbeycwmhir  in  February  and  80  at  Radno 
Forest  on  Mar.  26th.  30  were  at  Llanfyllin,  MONTGOMERY  in  January  and  28  at  Lake  Vymwy  ii 
February. 

MEIRIONNYDD:  widespread  and  numerous  during  the  first  winter  period,  with  largest  recordei 
flocks  being  30  at  Llanelltyd  on  Feb.  21st,  and  50+  here  on  Feb.  16  .  Nineteen  were  at  Hermon 
Coed  y  Brenin  on  June  29th.  CAERNARFON:  Most  records  came  from  Gwydyr  Forest,  where  th 


highest  counts  in  the  Llyn  Elsi  area  were  20  on  Jan.  7th,  30  on  Feb.  22na,  c.  20  on  24in  and  12  oi 


>nd 


•  th 


-th 


Apr.  5 

Elsewhere  in  Gwydyr  Forest  there  were  30  between  Llanrwst  and  Llyn  Goddion  Duon  on  Mai 
18th,  a  group  of  12  at  Gwydyr  Uchaf  on  Aug.  20th  w  hich  was  mainly  made  up  of  juveniles  and  : 
near  Llyn  Ty’n-y-Mynydd  on  Oct.  14th.  The  only  records  away  from  Gwydyr  were  one  at  Coe< 


Creigiau,  Trefriw  on  Feb.  18th  and  one  over  Bardsey  on  Mar.  18in.  On  ANGLESEY:  there  wen 


th 


two  at  Llyn  Cefhi  on  Feb.  17th  and  4  at  South  Stack  on  Mar.  27in.  The  largest  count  was  c.20  a 


th 


Mynydd  Llwydiarth  on  June  16th.  There  were  many  records  from  Newborough  Forest  in  Novembe 
and  December,  mainly  from  the  area  just  S  of  Malltraeth  Cob;  max.  counts  here  were  10  on  Nov 
15th  and  at  least  5  on  the  22nd. 

In  CLWYD,  1,000+  were  reported  at  Clocaenog  Forest  in  January  and  there  were  good  numbers  a 
Ruabon  Moor,  carrying  on  from  last  autumn  and  lasting  until  June.  At  Worlds  End  main  present 
until  early  March,  with  maximum  flock  of  40  on  Feb.  8th  and  birds  present  on  Apr.  10th,  May  4l 
and  June  3rd.  Most  flocks  at  this  site  showed  a  preponderance  of  pink  males.  In  Llandegla  Forest 
from  early  February,  calls  suggesting  breeding  and  many  records  in  most  parts  of  forest  this  montl 
and  on  Mar.  23rd,  18  “registrations”,  at  least  59  birds,  flock  sizes  1-19,  but  no  evidence  of  presenci 
on  July  1st.  Present  also  in  Newtown  Forest,  February  -  March,  max.  54;  on  The  Foel,  Pentredwr 
same  months,  max.  34;  in  Larches  SW  of  Glyndyfrdwy,  alarm  calls  Apr.  6th  and  several  birds  oi 
May  8th;  on  Horseshoe  Pass,  several  on  Larches  Apr.  12th;  by  canal  at  Berwyn  hamlet,  6  on  Apr 
24th;  and  birds  in  April,  including  fledged  young  flying  strongly,  in  three  other  conifer  woods  oi 
edge  of  Ruabon  Moor. 


Additional  records  from  CLWYD  2002:  6  reported  from  Black  Wood,  above  Garth,  Apr.  9th.  20+  i 
top  car  park,  World’s  End  on  Oct.  17th;  9  moving  N  in  fog,  Nov.  19th,  22  on  Nov.  30th  and  13  c 
Dec.  18th.  In  Pen  Dinas  Reservoir  area  of  Llandegla  Forest:  5  on  Oct.  17th,  ca.  20  on  the  22nd  ar 
100-150  circling  and  noisy  near  reservoir  on  Nov.  26th.  Also  seen:  13  moving  high  to  N  alor 
Ruabon  Moor  E  edge  above  Tai  Nant  on  Nov.  17th  and  14  circling  over  The  Foel,  PentredwT  c 
Dec.  7th. 

COMMON  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythrinus  LLINOS  GOCh 

(A)  A  scarce  migrant. 

In  PEMBROKE  a  female  /  1st  male  on  Skokholm  May  25th,  another  at  Strumble  Head  May  29th 
30th  and  on  Skomer  June  12th.  A  female,  was  seen  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  June  8th  anc 
13th.  In  October  one  flew  south  off  the  South  End  on  the  10th,  with  a  second  bird  found  in  th< 
withies  later  the  same  day.  There  was  one  at  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP,  ANGLESEY  on  Sept.  5th 
the  first  island  record. 

Additional  record  from  Bardsey  in  2001:  a  1st  summer  male  on  June  10th. 
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BULLFINCH  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula  COCH  Y  BERLLAN 

D)  A  fairly  numerous  resident  in  the  low  lands,  patchier  in  its  distribution  in  the  far  west  and 
carce  in  the  uplands,  other  than  in  some  areas  of  recent  afforestation.  Now  thought  to  be 
'eclining. 
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IAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes  GYLFINBRAFF 

C)  Resident  in  small  numbers  in  lowland  areas,  principally  in  east  Wales  and  in  the  Dolgellau 
rea  of  Meirionnydd.  Formerly  scarcer.  Some  evidence  of  small-scale  immigration  in  winter. 

Jp  to  10  were  seen  at  Coed  Beddich,  GWENT  during  February'  -  March,  one  at  Tintem  on  Dec. 
^  and  pairs  bred  in  the  south  of  the  county.  Tongwynlais  was  the  only  site  in  E.  GLAMORGAN 
/here  this  species  was  recorded,  all  records  follow:  1  on  Feb.  1 1th,  2  pairs  on  Mar.  18th,  2  on  19th, 
on  26th,  a  pair  on  27th,  3  on  Apr.  6th  and  a  male  on  20th.  There  was  a  male  at  Cwm  Ivy,  GOWER 
n  May  22n  ,  one  at  Blaenporth  CEREDIGION  on  July  3L1  and  at  Eglwysfach  on  Nov.  15th,  one  at 
Irabad,  BRECON  on  Apr.  14th. 

a  CAERNARFON:  a  number  of  records  again  came  from  Tlanbedr-y-cennin,  where  there  was  a 
lax.  of  8  on  Jan.  9th  and  1 1  on  the  21st,  with  many  records  until  Apr.  18th,  when  there  were  four, 
vt  the  other  main  site,  Caerhun  churchyard,  there  were  also  a  number  of  records,  with  a  max.  of 

f  L  |  L  .  L 

iree  on  Mar.  1 1  and  4  on  Apr.  24  &  26  .  A  pair  appeared  to  have  a  nest  high  in  a  large  oak  at  a 
ite  in  the  Conwy  valley  on  May  24th  May.  In  the  second  winter  period  there  were  4  at  Llanbedr-y- 
ennin  on  Nov.  20th  and  7  here  on  Dec.  27th,  while  at  Caerhun  there  was  one  on  Nov.  13th.  Bardsey 
ecorded  a  single  on  Nov.  6th.  A  family  party  of  at  least  4  birds,  one  female  and  3  young,  at 

tV-< 

ligwy,  ANGTESEY  on  July  17  .  This  is  the  first  Anglesey  record  of  this  species  since  1990,  and 
tie  first  record  to  suggest  breeding  on  the  island.  A  single  at  Pantymyn,  CLWYD  on  Mar.  7th. 
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UPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponicus  BRAS  Y  GOGLEDD 

4)  An  uncommon  but  regular  passage  migrant  in  small  numbers,  especially  in  autumn,  and  an 
occasional  winter  resident. 

A  single  at  Bwlchgarw,  Werfa  Mast,  GOWER  on  Nov.  19lh  was  the  only  the  2nd  county  record. 
)ne  was  at  the  Tlanilid  opencast  site,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  21st.  Singles  in  PEMBROKE  at 
itrumble  Head  on  Sept.  29th  &  Oct.  12th  and  4  at  Porthselau  on  Oct.  13th  -  14th.  In  CEREDIGION 
it  Llansantffraid  Oct.  19th  -  20th,  on  the  Dyfi  estuary  on  Oct.  27th  and  at  Tanybwlch  on  Dec.  14th. 
3AERNARFON:  an  adult  fed  with  Skylarks  in  a  field  next  to  Morfa  Madryn  NR  on  Mar.  23rd-24th. 
)n  return  migration  two  on  Sept.  9lh  were  the  earliest  ever  autumn  records  on  Bardsey,  with 
ingles  here  on  20th  and  28th,  one  on  Oct.  10th,  two  on  the  11th  and  another  on  the  12th.  One  bird 
vas  seen  on  Nov.  6th  and  another  on  the  9th.  Elsewhere  there  were  two  on  the  Great  Orme  on  Oct. 


'jth 

ANGLESEY:  singles  at  Holyhead  Breakwater  CP  on  Sept.  23rd,  the  Range  on  Sept.  28th  and  Oct. 
1th  with  4  here  on  Oct.  28th  and  one  on  Nov.  18th,  at  Cemlvn  on  Sept.  30th  and  Oct.  14th  and  4  at 

i  H 

Mynachdy  Lodge  on  Oct.  1 8  . 
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>NOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis  BR.4S  YR  E1RA 

B)  Regular  autumn  passage  migrant  and  winter  visitor  in  small  numbers. 

lie  only  records  were:  singles  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  Oct.  12th  and  inland  at 
Abergavenny  on  Nov.  27th  -  30th.  One  on  Mynydd  ddu,  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan.  4th.  Inland  at 
MONTGOMERY  at  Llanerfyl  in  November  and  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  on  Nov.  23rd. 
n  CAERNARFON  singles  on  Foel  Grach  Mar.  26th  and  on  Crib  y  Ddysgl  on  Apr.  1 1th.  In  the 
econd  winter  period  a  single  on  Bardsey  on  Oct.  26th  and  there  was  one  on  Drum  on  Nov.  2nd.  On 
ANGLESEY  there  was  one  at  Abermenai  Point  on  Jan.  6th.  In  the  second  winter  period  there  were 
ingles  at  Soldier’s  Point  from  Oct.  28th  to  Nov.  1st,  at  the  Range  on  Oct.  28th,  two  at  Cemlyn  on 
lov.  8th  with  three  there  on  Dec.  7th,  one  at  Llanddona  on  Nov.  21st,  three  at  Cemaes  Bay  on  Dec. 
,th,  one  at  Llanfechell  on  Dec.  19th  and  one  over  Traeth  Lligwy  on  Dec.  31st. 
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In  CLWYD,  15  at  Kinmel  Bay  on  Jan.  5th  (3  there  on  the  19th),  10  at  Pensam  Beach  on  Jan.  19th 
and  21  on  Dec.  16th,  2  at  Gronant  on  Nov.  7th. 

Additional  records  from  CLWYD  2002:  a  male  in  Llandegla  Forest  above  Hafod-y-Bilston  Jar, 
22nd,  3,  including  2  definite  females,  on  mines  at  N  end  of  Ruabon  Moor  on  Nov.  17th. 

PINE  BUNTING  Emberiza  leucocephalos  BR.4S  PI 2 

(A)  A  vagrant. 

The  first  accepted  Welsh  record  was  of  a  male  on  Skokholm.  Apr.  28th  2000,  closely  followed  by 
male  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  Apr.  30th  2001. 

YELLOWHAMMER  Emberiza  citrinella  MELYN  YR  EITHIN 

(C)  Declining  as  a  resident  breeding  species  over  large  parts  of  Wales. 

160  territorial  males  counted  in  SE  BRECON,  including  27  on  Mynydd  Llangorse,  12  on  MOE 
Sennybridge  and  21  North  of  Epynt  &  4  to  the  West  of  Aberbran.  The  largest  count  was  of  40  a 
Llaneliau  on  Oct.  5th. 

Elsewhere  78  at  Ty’n-y-caeau  Farm,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Feb.  13th  &  80  there  on  the  14th  and  4( 
at  Dauddwr,  MONTGOMERY  Jan.  31st. 

/ 

ORTOLAN  BUNTING  E.  hortulana  BR.4S  Y  GERDD1 

(A)  A  scarce  and  irregular  passage  migrant  to  Wales. 

On  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  an  adult  Sept.  5th  and  a  1st  winter  Sept.  21st.  One  on  Bardsey 
CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  28th  and  another  on  Sept.  21bt,  a  female  at  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  or 
June  2nd. 

REED  BUNTING  E.  schoeniclus  BFL4S  YCYRI 

(C)  A  fairly  common  resident  breeding  species ,  mainly  in  w  aterside  habitats;  evidence  of  a  smal 
autumn  emigration. 

The  largest  counts  were:  73  at  LIskmouth,  GWENT  on  Jan.  6th  and  30  there  on  Dec.  15th;  98  . 
Caerau,  Llynfi  Valley,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Mar.  13th  and  20  at  Rhymney  Great  Wharf  on  De 
15th;  65  at  Mynydd  Margam,  GOWER  on  Jan.  3rd,  50  at  Weobly  on  the  9th. 

BLACK  HEADED  BUNTING  E.melanocephala 
(A)  A  rare  visitor  to  Wales. 

A  single  record  of  a  male  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  June  16th 
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Black  Lark  on  Anglesey  -  a  first  for  Wales 


have  been  binding  on  Anglesey  for  over  30  years  now  and  like  most  who  work  a  local  patch, 
3a  .ometimes  the  incentive  to  earn1  on  when  you  are  seeing  nothing  of  interest,  day  in  and  day  out 
vears  a  bit  thin.  On  top  of  this  are  the  phone  calls  !  “I’ve  got  this  strange  bird  in  my  garden”  etc. 
Well  not  wanting  to  let  anyone  down  I  will  go  and  try  to  find  or  identify  the  bird  in  question.  99 
*  imes  out  of  100  it  will  turn  out  to  be  a  common  species  or  an  unfamiliar  setting  or  a  bird  that  is 
lew  to  the  finder. 

y  j|| 

)ne  such  phone  call  occurred  on  June  1st  2003  and  I  am  glad,  along  with  a  few  thousand  others. 
)ave  Bateson,  one  of  the  South  Stack  RSPB  Wardens  begins  to  tell  me  a  story.  A  volunteer 
ry  varden,  Stephen  Rosser  had  been  out  early  this  morning  and  had  seen  an  unusual  bird  that  he  could 
tot  identify.  Dave  had  been  doing  some  survey  work  all  morning  and  after  talking  to  Stephen  he 
0  tad  a  quick  look  for  the  bird  on  his  way  home  but  had  not  found  it.  He  then  telephoned  me  to  ask  if 
would  mind  taking  a  look. 


D  arrived  at  South  Stack  at  about  4  pm  and  walked  the  area  where  the  bird  had  been  seen.  I  did  this  a 
ouple  of  times  without  luck  and  returned  to  the  car  park.  While  1  was  showing  a  visiting  birder 
ome  Chough.  I  noticed  a  short-tailed  dumpy  black  bird  flying  out  of  a  grassy  field.  It  flew  low 
fil  cross  the  heath  and  appeared  to  land  near  the  cliff  edge.  I  left  the  visitor  standing  and  made  my 
vay  after  it.  I  could  not  see  anything  on  the  burnt  area  so  I  made  my  way  down  to  the  cliff-top  path. 
„  was  a  few  yards  from  the  cliff  edge  and  nearly  fell  over  it  when  I  saw  that  the  bird  was  a  BLACK 

oi;|  ARK- 

^fter  regaining  some  composure,  phone  calls  were  made.  Alan  Davies  from  Conwy  wras  the  first  to 
rrive,  setting  a  new  land  speed  record  and  the  dust  never  settled  for  the  next  eight  days. 

idlil 

his  is  what  birding  is  all  about,  the  magic  of  finding  a  new  bird,  a  first  for  Wales,  a  second  for  Britain  and 
eeing  the  joy  on  birder’s  faces  who  have  travelled  the  length  and  breath  of  Britain  and  beyond  to  connect 

dth  a  bird  on  your  patch. 

Jfi 

Ken  Croft. 
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2003  Red  Kite  Breeding  Season  in  Wales 


Although  2003  will  be  remembered  for  its  glorious  sunny  weather  it  did  not  produce  a  bumper  cro 
of  young  kites.  In  fact  in  general  nesting  kites  had  a  slightly  poorer  productivity  than  in  2002  whe 
they  experienced  heavy  rainfall  for  a  large  part  of  the  summer.  Unfortunately,  what  rainfall  did  fa 
in  2003,  all  arrived  at  the  worst  possible  time  for  the  kites,  just  as  their  eggs  were  hatching  and  thj 
caused  some  of  the  most  productive  and  reliable  chick  producers  to  fail  in  their  nesting  attempts. 

Total  coverage  of  Wales,  encompassing  all  breeding  pairs,  is  no  longer  possible  with  the  limite 
manpower  and  financial  resources  available  but  a  large  proportion  of  active  territories  wer 
monitored,  299  in  total. 

Nests  were  built  in  at  least  257  of  the  299  occupied  territories  identified  (86%)  and  eggs  were  lai 
in  at  least  234  (78.3%)  of  them.  There  were  at  least  147  successful  nests  with  a  minimum  of  19 
young  fledged.  These  figures  are  all  bare  minima  as  at  least  47  of  the  above  nests  had  an  unknow 
outcome. 

To  arrive  at  some  more  scientifically  significant  figures  202  territories  have  been  selected  where  th 
nest  was  located  during  the  egg  stage  or  earlier  and  the  final  outcome  of  the  nest  was  known.  Of  thi 
sample  a  minimum  of  186  pairs  definitely  laid  eggs  (92.1%)  and  a  minimum  of  127  pairs  hatched  i 
least  one  chick  (62.9%).  There  were  120  successful  nests  (59.4%)  fledging  a  minimum  of  15 
chicks.  Productivity  figures  for  these  202  territories  were  0.78  young/territorial  pair,  0.85  young  pe 
egg  laying  pair  and  a  minimum  of  1 .32  young/successful  nest.  Known  brood  sizes  were  5x3,30 
2,  and  80  x  1  (1 .35young/successful  nest).  . 


Using  the  figure  of  0.78  chicks  per  territorial  pair  we  can  estimate  that  233  young  fledged  in  the  29 
occupied  territories  located. 

The  range  of  the  kite  in  Wales  is  still  expanding  although  there  w'ere  no  obvious  and  significar 
leaps  into  new  areas.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  the  successful  fledging  of  at  least  two  young  i 
Pembrokeshire,  the  first  known  instance  for  over  150  years.  It  is  less  pleasing  to  report  that  one  c 
these  chicks  was  found  dead  under  the  nest  shortly  after  fledging.  Toxicological  tests  revealed  th< 
it  died  from  ingesting  rat  poison. 

The  299  territories  located  were  distributed  as  follows: 

Cardiganshire  122,  Carmarthenshire  58.  Radnorshire  45,  Breconshire  36,  Montgomeryshire  11 
West  Glamorgan  7,  Caernarfonshire  5,  Meirionydd  5,  Pembrokeshire  2  and  Denbighshire  1. 

74  previously  used  territories  (41  of  which  were  used  in  2002)  were  unoccupied  (or  thought  to  b 
unoccupied)  and  another  70  previously  used  territories  (20  of  which  were  used  in  2002)  wer 
unchecked.  Assuming  that  at  least  one  third  of  all  of  these  were  still  occupied  and  that  productivit 
was  the  same  as  elsewhere  in  Wales  we  can  estimate  that  an  additional  37  young  fledged  makin 
the  total  number  fledged  in  known  territories  in  Wales  to  approx.  270.  Given  that  there  ar 
undoubtedly  a  number  of  unrecorded  sites  in  Wales  the  estimated  totals  are  350  -  400  breedin 
pairs  rearing  an  estimated  273  -  312  fledged  young. 

Information  gained  in  2004  added  nine  occupied  territories  to  the  list  above,  in  at  least  seven  c 
these  nests  were  built  and  eggs  were  thought  to  have  been  laid  in  at  least  six.  One  pair  were  know 
to  have  reared  2  chicks  the  outcome  in  the  others  was  uncertain. 

by  Tony  Cross  in  behalf  of  the  Welsh  Kite  Trust  /  Welsh  Kite  Watcher's  Grou} 
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A  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales  during  2003 


PETER  HOWLETT  National  Museums  and  Galleries  of  Wales,  Cathays  Park 

Cardiff  CF10  3NP 

INTRODUCTION 

lis  is  the  16th  annual  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales.  A  fairly  average  year,  totals  are  very  similar 
2002  with  few  high  or  low  species  totals  and  relatively  few  scarce  or  unusual  birds  ringed, 
xitement  was  provided  by  the  first  successful  breeding  of  Avocet  in  Wales,  a  pair  raised  four 
■ung  at  a  site  near  Newport  and  on  Bardsey  Island  where  a  46  year-old  Manx  Shearwater  was 
trapped.  This  is  the  oldest  bird  known  from  the  British  ringing  scheme  and  one  of  the  oldest 
iown  wild  birds  anywhere. 

iring  got  off  to  a  promising,  and  early  start,  with  dry  weather  and  above  average  temperatures 
ring  February,  March  and  April  encouraging  early  nesting  by  several  species.  Rainfall  was  above 
erage  in  May  with  torrential  downpours  experienced  by  several  parts  of  Wales  mid-month  and 
ese  are  quite  likely  to  have  had  an  impact  on  nestlings.  June  was  fine  and  dry  before  more  bouts 
torrential  showers  hit  Wales  during  July,  possibly  causing  problems  for  newly  fledged  birds. 


ir  many  2003  will  be  remembered  for  the  long  fine,  dry  spell  from  August  to  October.  Rainfall  in 
ales  was  well  below  average  and  winds  were  generally  light.  This  meant  lots  of  ideal  ringing 
rather  but  unfortunately  it  seems  as  though  it  was  also  good  migrating  weather  as  ringers  reported 
w  numbers  of  migrants.  After  below  average  temperatures  in  October  our  climate  returned  to  its 
ore  normal  mild  and  wet  state  by  mid-November. 


ETHOD  OF  ENQUIRY  AND  RESPONSE 

i  usual  this  report  is  based  on  the  information  sent  in  by  ringers  who  responded  to  a  request  for 
formation  sent  out  in  early  2004.  They  were  asked  to  supply  ringing  totals  for  the  year,  indicate 
y  major  changes  in  effort  and  the  details  of  any  interesting  ringing  recoveries  received  during  the 
ar.  Ringers  get  a  great  many  forms  to  fill,  although  the  increase  in  computerised  data  submission 
the  BTO  is  making  life  slightly  easier  and  hence  extra  requests  are  slightly  less  of  a  burden  than 
iy  used  to  be.  My  thanks  go  to  all  those  who  take  the  trouble  to  reply,  for  2003  replies  were 
:eived  from  35  ringers  and  8  groups. 
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JE  RINGING  TOTALS 

ie  full-grown  total  of  21,884  was  very  similar  to  2002  and  still  well  up  on  the  low  years  of  1998- 
01  but  well  below  the  totals  achieved  in  the  early  1990s.  The  targeting  of  Manx  Shearwaters  on 
irdsey  Island  helped  establish  a  new  record  of  2,151.  The  island  has  one  of  the  largest  shearwater 
lonies  where  ringing  is  regularly  undertaken  and  already  has  the  largest  recovery /retrap  database 
r  the  species.  The  targeting  of  birds  on  the  island,  particularly  those  just  about  to  fledge,  will 
pefully  shed  more  light  on  changes  to,  and  pressures  on,  the  population  such  as  age  of  first 
ceding  and  mortality  rates. 

is  four  years  since  the  last  Canada  Goose  round-up  at  Llangorse  Lake  and  to  make  up  for  it  the 
0  caught  this  year  represents  the  best  catch  at  the  site.  New  record  totals  were  also  set  for  two 
scies  of  passerine;  Meadow  Pipit  (204)  and  Siskin  (592).  The  Meadow  Pipit  total  is  a  result  of 
geted  ringing  at  Llangorse  Lake  and  Kenfig;  the  Siskins  because  there  were  an  exceptional 
mber  visiting  gardens,  one  or  two  ringers  even  managed  to  catch  over  1 00. 

her  notable  totals  include  41  Great  Spotted  Woodpeckers,  still  far  higher  than  any  other  year  prior 
last  years  record,  and  44  Cetti’s  Warblers.  Which  whilst  slightly  down  on  last  years  record  is  still 
)re  than  double  any  previous  totals.  This  year  was  very  poor  for  scarce  migrants  with  only 
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Icterine  Warbler  (3),  Pallas’s  Warbler  (1)  and  Yellow-browed  Warbler  (1)  being  caught.  Tb 
Pallas’s  Warbler  was  the  sixth  in  the  last  16  years  while  the  3  Icterines  mark  the  eighth-tentl 
records.  Other  unusual  birds  handled  were  Black-tailed  Godwit  (4)  -  only  the  fourth  time  they  hav 
been  caught  since  1988  -  and  Crossbill  (26)  only  the  fifth  year  they  have  been  caught.  As  these  ar 
not  scarce  birds  they  presumably  put  in  an  appearance  at  just  the  right  moment  to  enable  the  ringer 
to  catch  them.  For  the  godwits  this  will  have  been  as  by-catch  to  a  cannon-net  catch  of  commoi 
waders  such  as  Oystercatcher  or  Dunlin,  the  Crossbills  were  perhaps  coming  down  to  drink  at 
particular  pool  or  feeding  in  a  suitably  low  tree. 

Also  of  note  is  that  for  the  first  time  since  this  report  started  Chiffchaff  have  out-numbered  Willo\ 
Warblers.  This  may  be  just  a  one  off  event  but  it  could  also  mark  a  change  in  status  between  the  tw< 
species  as  BTO  research  shows  that  the  WTillow  Warbler  population  has  been  declining  quit 
dramatically  since  1999  whilst  Chiffchaff  have  been  on  the  increase  since  the  late  1980s  (Crick  e 
al.  2002). 

The  total  of  12,077  pulli  is  almost  identical  to  2002  and  whilst  on  a  par  with  totals  so  far  since  200< 
is  well  below  what  was  regularly  achieved  in  the  nineties.  As  with  the  past  three  or  four  years  it  i 
the  reduced  effort  in  nestbox  ringing  which  accounts  for  almost  all  the  difference.  This  year  then 
were  about  4,000  fewer  Pied  Flycatchers  and  1,000  fewer  Blue  Tit  ringed  compared  to  the  mid 
1990s  -  in  fact  this  years  total  of  2,568  Pied  Flycatchers  is  the  lowest  reported  for  a  normal  yea 
(excludes  2001). 

Projects  targeting  Swallow  and  Tree  Sparrow  resulted  in  new  highs  for  both  species,  816  and  19 
respectively.  The  Tree  Sparrow  total  is  likely  to  be  even  higher  next  year  as  other  ringers  becomr 
interested  in  keeping  tabs  on  local  colonies.  Nightjar  continue  to  do  quite  well  in  areas  of  clear 
felled  woodland  and  a  total  of  1 5  marks  a  new  high  for  this  species.  Another  high  was  achieved  fo 
Stock  Dove  (25)  largely  because  one  ringer  managed  to  gain  regular  access  to  a  factory  where  nest 
were  readily  accessible.  Significant  totals  were  also  achieved  for  Great  Black-backed  Gull  (127)1 
House  Sparrow  (126),  Barn  Owl  (112)  and  Common  Tern  (815). 

The  ringing  of  a  Storm  Petrel  pullus  on  Bardsey  Island  was  only  the  third  to  have  been  ringed  oi 
the  island  and  the  first  for  at  least  16  years  in  Wales 
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RINGING  PROJECTS 

A  new  Tree  Sparrow  project  in  north  Wales  helped  produce  the  bumper  total  of  this  Red  Liste< 
species,  recent  evidence  seems  to  suggest  they  are  doing  quite  well  in  several  parts  of  Wales.  Ther  j 
was  also  continued  effort  on  a  Swallow  pulli  project  in  south  Wales  and  the  Whinchat  ringing  ii 
Gwent.  I  will  still  make  my  usual  plea  for  ringers  to  look  at  what  they  are  doing  and  see  if  there  i 
any  way  that  the  information  gathered  in  their  projects  can  be  put  out  to  a  wider  audience. 

PUBLICATIONS  INVOLVING  RINGING  IN  WALES 
Once  again  there  is  rather  a  lack  of  publications: 

Howlett,  P.M.  (2004).  A  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales  during  2002.  Welsh  Birds  Vol.  3  No.i 
(2004)  450-455.  Welsh  Ornithological  Society. 

Stansfield,  S.  (2004).  Ringing  Report  2003.  Bardsey  Observatory  Report  No.  47:  2003.  73-81 . 
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SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

s  is  customary  in  this  report  the  usual  plea  goes  out  for  non-ringers  to  let  me  know  of  any 
coveries  they  find  (obviously  informing  the  BTO  first!),  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  out  about 
teresting  recoveries  found  by  the  general  public  and  the  BTO's  own  ringing  report  is  still  running 
few  months  behind  schedule. 

le  recoveries  are  arranged  by  species,  with  ringing  details  on  the  first  line  and  recover)7  details  on 
e  second.  The  symbols  and  conventions  used  are  outlined  below;  age  is  given  according  to  the 
iring  code,  the  figures  DO  NOT  represent  years.  Scientific  names  are  given  in  the  main 
stematic  list. 


ge  when  ringed 

pullus  (=  nestling  or  chick) 
fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 
hatched  during  calendar  year  of  ringing 
hatched  before  calendar  year  of  ringing  but  exact 
year  unknown 

hatched  during  previous  calendar  year 
hatched  before  previous  calendar  year  but  exact 
year  unknown 

definitely  hatched  2  years  before  year  of  ringing 
hatched  more  than  2  calendar  years  before  year 
of  ringing 


:x 


=  male,  F  =  female 


Manner  of  recovery 

X  found  dead 

XF  found  freshly  dead  or  dying 
XL  found  dead  (not  recent) 

+  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man 
+F  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man-fresh 
1  found  sick  or  injured-not  released 
SR  found  sick  or  injured-released  with  ring 
V  alive  and  probably  healthy,  caught  and 
released  not  by  a  ringer 
VV  as  V  but  sighting  in  field  (includes  colour 
mark  records) 

R  caught  and  released  by  ringer 
B  as  R  -  breeding 
RR  as  VV  but  by  a  ringer 
BB  as  RR  -  nesting 


Storm  Petrel 
2276194 


4 

R 


28.07.82 

01.06.03 


Cape  Clear,  Eire. 

Strumble  Head,  Pembrokeshire. 

314  km  ENE  7613  days. 

As  it  was  ringed  as  an  adult  this  bird  must  be  at  least  22-23  years  old.  This  is  still  some  way  froij 
the  record  for  British  ringing  which  stands  at  just  over  31  years  but  it  is  still  amazing  to  think  of  th] 
distance  covered  and  weather  coped  with  in  that  time  by  a  bird  only  slightly  larger  than  a  Swallow. 


Manx  Shearwater 

On  Bardsey  a  bird  first  ringed  on  17  May  1957  was  retrapped  again  this  year.  The  bird  is  defmitel  i 
46  years  old  but  at  least  five  or  six  years  older  as  it  was  a  breeding  adult  when  ringed  in  1957.  Th 
is  the  oldest  wild  bird  known  for  the  British  ringing  scheme  and  one  of  the  oldest  known  wild  birc 
in  the  world.  Along  with  this  bird  several  in  their  20s  and  30s  were  also  caught  during  the  season.  ^  . 


Shag 


1349231 

1 

25.06.00 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

X 

22.05.03 

St  Annes,  Lancashire. 

82  km  NE  1061  days. 

The  most 
train! 

distant  movement  of  a  Shag  from  Puffin  Island  reported  for  this  year. 

Spoonbill 

8044664 

1 

15.05.03 

Schiermonnikoog,  NETHERLANDS.  53°  29’N 

RR 

24.05.03 

Schiermonnikoog,  NETHERLANDS. 

RR 

12.07.03 

Den  Oever,  NETHERLANDS. 

RR 

20.07.03 

Orford  Ness,  Suffolk. 

RR 

06.09.03 

Orford  Ness,  Suffolk. 

RR 

25.09.03 

National  Wetlands  Centre,  Carmarthenshire. 

743  km  W  134  days. 

8044816 

1 

12.05.03 

Onderdijk,  NETHERLANDS.  52°  46’N  5°  7’E. 

RR 

24.06.03 

Onderdijk,  NETHERLANDS. 

RR 

28.06.03 

Den  Oever,  NETHERLANDS. 

RR 

17.07.03 

Orford  Ness,  Suffolk. 

RR 

06.09.03 

Orford  Ness,  Suffolk. 

RR 

25.09.03 

National  Wetlands  Centre,  Carmarthenshire. 

649  km  W  137  days. 

■ 


together  as  they  moved  on  to  Wales.  This  species  has  become  increasingly  regular  on  the  Lough< 
Estuary. 


Spoonbills  are  ringed  in  the  Netherlands  by  the  International  Spoonbill  Working  group. 
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Whooper  Swan 

A  darvic  ringed  bird  seen  at  Aberhafesp,  Montgomeryshire  on  30.11.2003  was  first  ringed  as 
female  cygnet,  one  of  a  brood  of  five,  at  Skjaftavatn,  Iceland  on  04.08.1995.  In  the  intervenim 
years  she  has  also  been  seen  at  Strangford  Lough,  Co  Down,  Northern  Ireland  on  18.12.1997  ar 
again  at  Aberhafesp  on  16.01 .2000. 


Common  Scoter 
GF69040  4M 
XF 


23.03.96 

03.02.03 


L  landudno,  Gwwnedd. 


Oudeschild,  Texel,  NETHERLANDS.  53°  3’N  4°  51  E. 


580  km  E  2508  days. 
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s  bird  survived  being  oiled  in  the  Sea  Empress  disaster  and  was  ringed  on  release.  Seven  years 
r  it  was  not  so  lucky  -  if  you  can  call  being  oiled  in  the  first  place  luck  -  and  did  not  survive 
lg  oiled  when  the  Tricolor  went  down  in  the  Channel. 

1  Kite 


37798 

1 

07.06.02 

nr  Lowick,  Northamptonshire. 

VV 

16.01.03 

Northamptonshire. 

vv 

29.12.03 

Gigrin  Farm,  Rhayader.  Powys. 

200  km  W  537  days. 

51700 

1 

09.07.03 

Harewood,  Feeds,  West  Yorkshire. 

vv 

08.12.03 

Aberystwyth,  Ceredigion. 

231km  SW  152  days. 

52992 

1 

23.06.03 

nr  Oakham,  Leicestershire. 

vv 

26.11.03 

Gigrin  Farm.  Rhayader,  Powys. 

296  km  W  156  days. 

54187 

1 

17.06.03 

nr  Lampeter,  Ceredigion. 

vv 

29.12.03 

nr  Stanion,  Northamptonshire. 

236  km  E  195  days. 

52992 

bird  is 

from  the 

same  nest  site  as  GN52943  which  featured  in  last  years  report  and 

lained  in  Wales  throughout  2003.  Movements  between  Wales  and  the  other  strongholds  where 
Is  have  been  introduced  are  on  the  increase  as  the  population  grows. 

>tercatcher 

38634  4  23.09.79  Point  of  Ayr,  Clwyd. 

X  19.01.03  Ostfriesische  Inseln,  Germany.  53°  42’N  7°  0’E. 

682  km  E  85 19  days. 

newhat  unusually  this  was  the  only  foreign  recovery  reported  this  year  and  it  also  happened  to  be 
oldest  too. 

ck-tailed  Godwit 

o  colour-ringed  birds  were  seen  amongst  the  regular  wintering  flock  at  the  National  Wetlands 
itre.  Both  had  been  ringed  on  Iceland,  one  had  been  ringed  as  an  adult  male  the  other  as  a pullus. 

;  adult  was  ringed  in  April  2000  and  was  seen  on  the  Exe  Estuary  during  late  2000  before 
ving  to  Chichester  Harbour  in  Sussex  early  in  2001.  In  January  and  February  2002  it  was  back 
the  Exe  and  in  the  autumn  of  2002  it  was  seen  back  in  Chichester  Harbour  before  finally  turning 
an  the  Loughor  Estuary. 

5  pullus  was  ringed  in  July  2002  and  has  so  far  only  been  seen  at  the  Wetlands  Centre  or  the 
tghor.  Its  first  sighting  was  in  November  2002  and  its  last  was  early  May  2003,  quite  late  to  still 
tere  if  it  is  going  to  breed  in  Iceland. 

■lew 

>1047  4  17.09.01  Aber,  Caernarfonshire. 

R  05.06.03  River  Derwent.  Wheldrake,  North  Yorkshire. 

217  km  E  1075  days. 

‘  date  would  suggest  this  bird  was  breeding  in  the  area  and  gives  and  indication  of  the  coastal 
vements  inland  birds  make  for  winter. 
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Redshank 

750749 

1 

14.06.98 

R 

15.02.03 

DS65979 

4 

07.10.95 

VV 

15.06.03 

1857  km  SSE  1707  days. 


1596  km  NW  2808  days. 

An  exchange  of  birds  between  Iceland  and  Wales.  Movements  to  Iceland  make  up  nearly  half  of  11 
the  BTO  overseas  recoveries. 


Mediterranean  Gull 

There  have  been  numerous  sightings  in  south  Wales  of  five  different  colour-ringed  birds  durig 
2002-03,  all  have  been  ringed  at  colonies  in  Belgium  during  July  2002.  Most  were  first  seen  durig! 
September  2002  and  one  has  stayed  into  January  2003.  Another  demonstration  of  the  usefulness  h  " 
colour-rings  as  there  would  be  little  chance  of  catching  these  birds  at  any  of  the  sites  they  ffequatl 
in  the  area. 


id 


All  these  birds  were  ringed  by  the  Green-ringed  Mediterranean  Gull  Team. 


Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 


FP63540 

1 

27.06.02 

Flat  Holm,'  Glamorgan. 

RR 

15.06.03 

Cley  Marshes,  Norfolk. 

335  km  ENE  353  days. 

FP63563 

1 

27.06.02 

Flat  Holm,  Glamorgan. 

RR 

26.02.03 

Flat  Holm,  Glamorgan. 

0  km  244  days. 

FP63566 

1 

27.06.02 

Flat  Holm,  Glamorgan. 

RR 

08.01.03 

Tan  Tan  Plage,  MOROCCO. 

2630  km  SSW  195  days. 

FP63567 

1 

27.06.02 

Flat  Holm,  Glamorgan. 

RR 

14.09.03 

Leney  Green,  West  Midlands. 

160  km  NNE  444  days. 

FP63600 

1 

27.06.02 

Flat  Holm,  Glamorgan. 

RR 

12.03.03 

Figueira  Da  Foz,  Beira  Littoral,  PORTUGAL. 
1322  km  SSW  258  days. 

I 


I 


21, 


These  Flat  Holm  birds  show  how  varied  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  migration  has  become 
ringed  on  the  same  day  and  some  possibly  siblings  yet  one  has  just  moved  to  Gloucestershire: 
another  north  to  the  Midlands  and  yet  another  takes  the  more  traditional  route  down  to  Morocco. 


& 


Herring  Gull 
GJ30648 


1 

X 


29.06.80 

01.02.90 


Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 

La  Continere.  FRANCE. 

800  km  SE  6426  days. 

A  fairly  rare  event,  a  Welsh  Herring  Gull  ringed  as  a  pullus  which  has  moved  outside  of  Great 
Britain. 
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1 


(in 


f 

U  ii 


Common  Tern 
XR88006  1 

R 

VV 

// 


23.06.91 


21.11.91 

29.05.95 

22.01.03 


Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 
nr  Grand-Lahou,  IVORY  COAST.  5°  N  5°  l’W 
Seaforth  NR.  Liverpool. 

nr  Free  Town,  SIERRA  LEONE.  8°  30'N  13°  15’W 
5053km  SSW  4231  days. 
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sre  have  only  been  about  20  British  ringed  Common  Terns  reported  from  Ivory  Coast  and  it  is 
;ly  few  will  ever  have  left  again.  The  fact  that  this  bird  was  subsequently  seen  again  at  Seaforth 
n  reported  again  from  Sierra  Leone  (where  there  have  been  about  50  previous  recoveries)  is 
•ly  unique. 


of  a! 


tie  Tern 

r81235  1  19.07.95  nr  Gronant,  Clwyd. 

R  21.04.03  Zeebrugge,  BELGIUM.  5 1 0  20’N  3°  ICE. 

499  km  ESE  2833  days. 

2re  have  still  been  relatively  few  Little  Terns  recovered  abroad  but  the  number  being  caught  in 
Igium  is  on  the  increase,  presumably  as  a  result  of  increased  effort. 


linn 

urift 

m 

]ue: 


illemot 

0443 


1  26.06.02  Puffin  Island.  Anglesey. 

X  31.01.03  Porthleven,  Cornwall. 

370  km  S  21 9  days. 


other  victim  of  oil  at  sea. 


zorbill 

>8645 


1703 


5007 


1 

X 

1 

X 

1 

X 


10.06.01 

27.12.02 

20.06.02 

11.01.03 

26.06.02 

05.01.03 


Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 
Pentevedera,  SPAIN. 

1197  km  SSW  565  days 
Bardsey  Island,  Caernarfonshire. 
Comillas,  Santander,  SPAIN. 

1042  km  S  205  days 
Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

Coruna,  SPAIN.  43°  22'N  8°  26’W 
1 1 52  km  S  193  days. 


id  three  more  -  this  time  as  a  result  of  the  Prestige  off  the  northwest  coast  of  Spain. 

/allow 

01738  1  06.07.02  Betting  l Jchaf,  Glamorgan. 

R  28.01 .03  Notwane  Dam,  Gaborone,  BOTSWANA.  24°  46’S  25°  50’E. 

8991  km  SSE  206  days. 

r  once  a  Swallow  caught  by  other  ringers  in  southern  Africa  rather  then  being  found  dead. 

§  ickbird 

■97891  5M  21.01.01  RLos-on-Sea,  Clwyd. 

XF  07.07.01  Nord-Aurdal,  Opland,  NORWAY.  61°  4’N  9°  20’E. 

1166  km  NE  167  days. 

•od  evidence  of  the  breeding  locality  of  some  of  the  Blackbirds  we  see  in  our  gardens  in  the 
nter. 


dwing 

V00457  3  21.11.98  Clytha.  nr  Raglan.  Gwent. 

R  05.10.01  Monstermyr,  Flekkefjord,  NORWAY.  58°  16’N  6°  33’E. 

940  km  NE  1049  days. 

.ances  are  this  bird  was  about  to  re-cross  the  North  Sea  to  spend  another  winter  in  the  UK. 


Cetti’s  Warbler 


P723310 


3JF 

R 

R 

R 


23.06.02 

03.11.02 

15.12.02 

05.01.03 


Chew  Valley  Lake,  Avon. 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

213  km  N  196  days. 

Movements  over  100km  are  still  quite  unusual  for  this  species.  This  one  could  be  the  vanguard  caj 
new  colony  at  Shotton. 


P 


Sedge  Warbler 


R523697 


3 

R 


24.08.03 

04.09.03 


R731305 


Chew  Valley  Lake,  Avon. 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

80  km  NW  1 1  days. 

Big  W  aters,  Seaton  Burn,  Tyne  &  Wear. 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

365  km  S  8  days. 

Fairly  typical  autumn  movements  for  this  species.  The  first  bird  shows  how  much  they  mce 
around  before  setting  off  south. 


3 

R 


07.08.03 

15.08.03 


m 


It 


Reed  Warbler 
P834796  3J 
R 


19.08.02 

05.10.02 


Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

Polan,  Toledo,  SPAIN. 

1348  km  SSE  47  days. 

The  majority  of  British  birds  which  winter  south  of  the  Sahara  will  pass  through  Spain  but  theresj 
still  much  to  be  learnt  about  routes  and  important  sites  as  relatively  little  ringing  takes  place  there.  ) 


Wood  Warbler 
P488429  1 

B 


21.06.02 

05.07.03 


Little  Oak,  Wentwood.  Gwent. 

Chepstow  Park  Wood.  Gwent. 

9  km  NE  380  days. 

Given  only  a  handful  of  Wood  Warblers  are  ringed  each  year  in  Wales  it  must  have  been  ve 
satisfying  for  the  ringer  to  retrap  one  of  his  own  birds  the  following  year. 


! 


/  . 


Pied  Flycatcher 

N581284 

6M 

17.06.01 

Pandy,  nr  Glyn  Ceiriog,  Clwyd. 

// 

12.12.02 

Ouarzazate,  MOROCCO.  30°  57’N  6°  50'W 
2456  km  S  543  days. 

P864144 

1 

01.06.03 

nr  Llanfair  Talhaiarn.  Clwyd. 

X 

23.07.03 

Sutton  Hall  Estate,  nr  Woodbridge,  Suffolk. 
360  km  SE  53  days. 

No  hanging  around  for  this  youngster,  it  probably  set  off  from  Clwyd  very  soon  after  fledging. 
Nuthatch 

VT77261  1  17.05.03  Pandy,  nr  Glyn  Ceiriog,  Clwyd. 

R  28.09.03  Whitchurch.  Shropshire. 

34  km  E  134  days. 

This  is  a  very  sedentary  species,  there  have  only  ever  been  about  40  movements  over  10km  report 
in  the  67  year  history  of  the  British  ringing  scheme. 
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4 

i 

1 


•enfmch 

28524  3M  10.12.95  Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

XF  21.01.03  Llangorse,  Powys. 

2  km  N  2599  days. 

:  en  is  a  good  age  for  a  passerine,  although  still  a  few  years  off  the  record  for  this  species. 


y 


dfmch 

>9535 

4F 

03.04.02 

Coney  Island  Bay,  Ardglass,  Northern  Ireland 

R 

23.02.03 

Shotton  Steel  Works,  Clwyd. 

4778 1 

4M 

23.07.00 

205  km  SE  326  days. 

Llangorse  Lake.  Powys. 

V 

20.01.02 

Simore,  Gers,  FRANCE. 

987  km  SSE  546  days. 

!  ouple  of  slightly  different  movements.  Although  it  is  known  that  some  of  our  Goldfinch  winter 
outhwest  France  and  northern  Spain  it  is  always  interesting  to  get  more  recoveries  to  see  if  they 
i  changing  sites  or  if  particular  areas  are  important.  Simore  is  in  the  midi-Pyrenees  and  is  perhaps 
htly  further  east  than  normal.  There  appear  to  have  been  very  few  movements  between  Northern 


and  and  Wales  in  the  past 

:  .cin 
>9500 

FG 

09.03.03 

i1 

R 

01.05.03 

:  10882 

FG 

22.02.03 

R 

18.03.03 

Coed  Craig,  Ruperra,  Glamorgan. 

Mellerud,  Alvsborg,  SWEDEN.  58°  42’N  12°  27’E 
1267  km  ENE  52  days. 

Barnard  Castle,  Durham. 

Coed  Craig  Ruperra,  Glamorgan. 

341  km  SW  24  days. 

‘se  two  recoveries  give  some  idea  how  mobile  Siskin  are  during  the  winter  and  where  some  of 
birds  we  see  may  be  breeding. 
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Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Fulmar 

1 

- 

7 

- 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

1 

- 

4 

Manx  Shearwater 

1138 

369 

2151 

367 

Redshank 

421 

- 

276 

Storm  Petrel 

172 

- 

62 

1 

Common  Sandpiper 

1 

- 

2 

Leach’s  Petrel 

7 

Z. 

- 

- 

- 

Turnstone 

24 

- 

106 

Cormorant 

- 

254 

- 

411 

Black-headed  Gull 

5 

- 

- 

Shag 

5 

229 

6 

343 

Less.  Black-back.  Gull 

9 

781 

13 

Grey  Heron 

- 

3 

- 

19 

Herring  Gull 

9 

568 

5 

Mute  Swan 

13 

53 

14 

25 

Gt.  Black-backed  Gull 

1 

86 

- 

Canada  Goose 

- 

- 

300 

- 

Kittiw^ake 

51 

233 

76 

Shelduck 

7 

- 

- 

- 

Common  Tern 

- 

770 

- 

Mallard 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Arctic  Tern 

- 

252 

- 

Teal 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Roseate  Tern 

- 

6 

- 

Honey  Buzzard 

- 

5 

- 

- 

Little  Tern 

- 

66 

- 

Red  Kite 

1 

117 

- 

125 

Guillemot 

60 

573 

38 

Hen  Harrier 

- 

25 

- 

-> 

Razorbill 

56 

184 

75 

Sparrowhawk 

11 

- 

12 

- 

Black  Guillemot 

- 

1 

- 

Goshawk 

- 

53 

- 

39 

Puffin 

9 

60 

12 

Buzzard 

- 

27 

- 

35 

Stock  Dove 

- 

7 

Z. 

7 

Kestrel 

1 

38 

- 

37 

Woodpigeon 

7 

2 

9 

Merlin 

- 

8 

1 

12 

Collared  Dove 

10 

- 

3 

Hobby 

- 

6 

- 

6 

Turtle  Dove 

1 

- 

- 

Peregrine 

- 

23 

- 

20 

Bam  Owl 

14 

71 

11 

Water  Rail 

5 

- 

8 

- 

Tawny  Owl 

4 

7 

- 

Moorhen 

17 

1 

13 

- 

Long-eared  Owl 

- 

1 

1 

Oystercatcher 

531 

9 

666 

2 

Short-eared  Owl 

- 

1 

- 

Avocet 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Little  Owl 

- 

4 

- 

Little  R.  Plover 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Nightjar 

18 

2 

18 

Ringed  Plover 

'J 

1 

18 

2 

Swift 

- 

1 

- 

Lapwing 

o 

J 

9 

11 

12 

Kingfisher 

7 

- 

8 

Knot 

4 

- 

7 

- 

Green  Woodpecker 

2 

- 

2 

Little  Stint 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Gt  Sp.  Woodpecker 

51 

- 

41 

Purple  Sandpiper 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Wryneck 

1 

- 

- 

Dunlin 

814 

- 

277 

- 

Skylark 

1 

2 

2 

Jack  Snipe 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Sand  Martin 

147 

- 

50 

Snipe 

2 

- 

21 

- 

Swallow 

334 

709 

246 

Woodcock 

4 

- 

- 

- 

House  Martin 

8 

- 

27 

Whimbrel 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Rock  Pipit 

4 

5 

Curlew 

Black-tailed 

22 

- 

79 

2 

Tree  Pipit 

7 

26 

Godwit 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Meadow  Pipit 

68 

7 

204 

El 


4 

L 


a 


: 


1 


I' 


8' 
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2002 

2003 

2002 

2003 

< 

.  1 

’ties 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

00]  • 

How  Wagtail 

4 

- 

3 

- 

Goldcrest 

837 

- 

741 

- 

Plij 

;y  Wagtail 

23 

119 

20 

55 

Fi  recrest 

10 

- 

4 

- 

[ 

d  Wagtail 

7 

16 

15 

34 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

25 

30 

42 

31 

>per 

11 

97 

5 

148 

Pied  Flycatcher 

532 

3003 

429 

2568 

en 

521 

19 

461 

5 

Long-tailed  Tit 

329 

- 

259 

- 

' 

nnock 

361 

4 

348 

12 

Marsh  Tit 

23 

- 

9 

- 

} 

3in 

659 

36 

583 

44 

Willow  Tit 

13 

- 

17 

- 

;htingale 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Coal  Tit 

362 

12 

442 

1 

1 

ck  Redstart 

4 

- 

5 

- 

Blue  Tit 

2783 

1340 

2397 

1384 

1 

Istart 

40 

107 

27 

65 

Great  Tit 

992 

729 

983 

758 

1 

inchat 

60 

367 

29 

340 

Nuthatch 

54 

68 

62 

39 

1 

nechat 

39 

64 

22 

43 

Treecreeper 

57 

- 

50 

- 

eatear 

5 

20 

- 

17 

Jay 

12 

- 

13 

- 

g  Ouzel 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Magpie 

9 

- 

19 

- 

ckbird 

550 

20 

569 

41 

Chough 

13 

258 

11 

216 

idfare 

5 

- 

13 

- 

Jackdaw 

2 

29 

6 

26 

ig  Thrush 

310 

10 

166 

17 

Carrion  Crow 

- 

5 

- 

2 

iwing 

115 

- 

95 

- 

Raven 

- 

8 

1 

5 

'i 

;tle  Thrush 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Starling 

24 

- 

136 

- 

ti’s  Warbler 

48 

- 

44 

- 

House  Sparrow 

189 

50 

302 

126 

( 

l 

sshopper  W. 

50 

- 

40 

- 

Tree  Sparrow 

36 

120 

4 

191 

/ 

latic  Warbler 

2 

- 

3 

- 

Chaffinch 

1002 

6 

924 

22 

ge  Warbler 

1034 

- 

886 

- 

Brambling 

3 

- 

6 

- 

i 

d  Warbler 

1406 

12 

1279 

20 

Greenfinch 

1218 

- 

1381 

- 

i 

rine  Warbler 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Goldfinch 

140 

2 

117 

- 

! 

red  Warbler 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Siskin 

358 

- 

592 

- 

ser  Whitethroat 

46 

- 

35 

- 

Linnet 

19 

9 

35 

7 

i 

itethroat 

320 

3 

163 

- 

Redpoll  sp. 

18 

- 

8 

- 

i 

den  Warbler 

72 

11 

87 

8 

Lesser  Redpoll 

46 

- 

69 

- 

E 

:kcap 

684 

6 

520 

- 

Crossbill 

- 

- 

26 

- 

1 

as’s  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Bullfinch 

241 

5 

189 

- 

j 

low-browed 

( 

rbler 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Hawfinch 

1 

7 

- 

- 

od  Warbler 

5 

47 

2 

41 

Yellowhammer 

4 

3 

10 

- 

7  | 

ffchaff 

1131 

4 

1069 

- 

Reed  Bunting 

163 

- 

169 

- 

0 

\  low  Warbler 

1602 

21 

1015 

8 

f )  SI 

'J 

Totals 

22723 

12297 

21884 

12077 

H  - 
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WELSH  BIRDS 


'Welsh  Birds'  is  the  journal  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  and  is  published  twice  annually,  in 
June  and  December.  The  December  issue  is  primarily  devoted  to  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  and  the 
annual  Report  on  Bird  Monitoring  in  Wales.  The  Ringing  Report  is  now  a  standard  feature  of  the  June 
issue. 

Papers  for  Welsh  Birds  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspect  of  Welsh  Ornithology.  The 
Society  is  anxious  that  the  journal  should  accurately  reflect  present  ornithological  activity  in  Wales. 
Thus  we  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or  amateur,  with  results  of  bird  studies  in  Wales,  will 
always  consider  publishing  information  about  these  here.  All  papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor 
and  an  independent  referee.  Authors  should  follow  the  format  of  papers  published  in  the  journal  and 
guidelines  for  authors  have  been  drawn  up  and  are  available  from  the  Editor  (address  inside  front 
cover).  Papers  are  accepted  and  published  in  either  Welsh  or  English.  Papers  in  Welsh  should  be 
supplied  with  captions  to  tables  and  figures  in  both  Welsh  and  English  and  with  an  English  summary. 
This  follows  standard  international  practice. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are  also  welcome.  An 
accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be  short  and  succinct,  ideally  of  not 
more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Notes  may  also  be  submitted  in  either  Welsh  or  English. 

Each  volume  comprises  at  least  6  issues,  to  make  more  satisfactory  volumes  for  binding,  if  readers 
so  desire.  A  member,  David  Chatfield,  has  recommended  Principal  Bookbinders  Ltd.  Ynyscedwyn 
Industrial  Estate,  Ystradgynlais,  Swansea  SA9  IDT,  who  have  done  an  excellent  job  for  him.  Binding 
will  be  in  black  buckram,  with  gold  lettering  and  the  Society's  logo  on  the  spine,  at  a  price  of  £15  per 
volume. 
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